Palace sets ир. 


It's a baby boy 
for Sipadan couple 


JOHANNESBURG—A South African couple 
held hostage by the Abu Sayyaf in Jolo last year 
along with mostly European tourists are now 
the proud parents of a baby boy, a family spokes- 
person said Wednesday. 

The first child of Callie and Monique 
Strydom, named Luc, was born shortly before 
noon on Tuesday, Callie's sister Suzette told 
Agence France Presse. 
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Congress 
backs Palace 
tax cut plan 


By DONA Z. PAZZIBUGAN, 
ROCKY NAZARENO 
AND CLARISSA S. BATINO 


THE HOUSE of Representatives and the Senate 
аге enthusiastically supporting Malacafiang’s 
proposed income tax reforms that seek to give 
big tax cuts to employees and companies. 

Sen. Ralph Recto said the proposed modified 

З gross income tax system for corporate taxpayers 

Ў and the new income tax schedule for individual 

‘earners would likely be the first bill that the 
12th Congress would pass. 

But business groups and economists cau- 
tioned the Macapagal administration against ven- 
turing into a "risky change,” which they said 
would further bloat the budget deficit. 

‘They said the government would initially lose 
revenues if it adopted the new tax system. 

‘The proposal seeks to reduce the tax brackets 
for individual taxpayers from seven to five with 
those earning a monthly income of P75,000 and 
lower to be exempted from the tax. 

For companies, the proposal is to reduce cor- 
porate tax from 32 percent to either 26, 21 or 20 
percent. 

In the House, Rep. Julio Ledesma, commit- 
tee on ways and means chair, expressed confi- 
dence that the proposed measure would easily 
pass in the House of Representatives. 

Ledesma said a technical working group that 
crafted the power reform bill would handle the 
proposed tax reform measure. 

“We walked that (power reform) bill through 
until its passage. Now we're going to walk the 
tax reform bill until we see to it that it becomes 
law,” Ledesma said, 

He described the technical working group as 
“professional, proficient and harmonious.” 

Ledesma said his committee was just waiting 
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*War room’ 
to track Sona 
promises 


By JULIET L. JAVELLANA 


MALACANANG yesterday announced it would 
set up a “war room” to monitor the progress of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's commitment to 
create jobs and provide education, housing and 
food to the poor. 

“A monitoring center will be set up in 
Malacafiang. You might even call it a ‘war room’ 
for excitement so that we can monitor and re- 
port to the public exactly what progress is being 
made for each target set in her State of the 
Nation Address (Sona),” presidential spokes- 
person Rigoberto Tiglao said. 

Executive Secretary Alberto Romulo will head 
the monitoring center. 

Tiglao said the administration was taking the 
targets seriously. 

“This will be the first time an administration 
will be setting specific targets and will be re- 
porting to the country every week the progress 
in achieving these targets," he said. 

Tiglao announced the setting up of the war 
room after leaders of the House of Representa- 
tives created a special oversight committee to 
monitor whether the President was fulfilling her 
promises. 

Albay Rep. Joey Salceda sid on Wedneiay 
that House leaders had identified 35 pronfises 
made by the President when she addressed the 
opening of the 12th Congress last Monday. 
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DAY turns into 
night (below) as. 
‘Mayon throws 
up car-sized 
rocks and 
pyroclastic 
debris towering 
(at right) up to 
10 kms into the 
air. 


LARRY FERNANDEZ 
TONY MACASINAG/ 
POI SOUTHERN 
WON BUREAU 


Ву ROLY EMBILE 
AND JOB BELEN 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LEGAZPI CITY—After а month 
of relative calm, Mayon Volcano 
erupted violently at 7:56 a.m. yes- 
terday, turning day into night and 
sending panicked residents into the 
streets in a mad dash for shelter. 

Тһе volcano spewed a huge vol- 
ume of lava, car-sized rocks and 
pyroclastic debris that formed a 
cauliflower-shaped column of ash 
reaching up to 10 kilometers into 
the air. The ash mixed with rain, 
blackening the early morning sky. 

Residents said the eruption was 
stronger and more frightening than 
the ones that occurred in the last 
three years. They said even the ac- 
companying thunderclaps and 
ground tremors were louder, longer 
and more intense. 

The Philippine Institute of Vol- 
canology and Seismology raised 
Alert Level No. 5—the highest sig- 
nal indicating that a hazardous 
eruption is in progress—as early 

m. yesterday. 
Ed Laguerta, resident volca- 
nologist at the Lignon Observatory 
їп Legazpi, said the 6-kilometer- 
radius permanent danger zone had 
been extended to 7 kilometers 

the southeastern and eastern 
slopes of Mayon. 

The education department sus- 
pended all grade school and high 
school classes in the province of 
Albay. Some colleges and univer- 
sities in Legazpi, among them the 
Dominican-run Aquinas Univer- 
sity, followed suit. 

‘Within 20 minutes of the erup- 
tion, a large portion of the south- 
eastern part of the province 
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‘I will return,’ Wahid tells supporters 


JAKARTA—Indonesia’s ousted head of 


state, Abdurrahman Wahid, on Thursday пате 


with chants of “Gus! Gus!"—his nick- 


vacated the palace he had been refusing 
to leave, ending a political standoff and 
clearing the way for his successor, 
Megawati Sukamoputri, to move into the 
white-columned mansion. 

‘About 2,000 supporters outside the pal- 
ace greeted the 61-year-old deposed lender 


His motorcade drove a short distance 
through a sea of flag-waving supporters, 
with guards fighting to clear a path, to a 
nearby park where the deposed president 
addressed the crowd. 

“I will retum . . . to struggle to up- 
hold democracy and morality," he said 


to wild cheers. 

Walid headed to the airport, where he 
will board a plane to Singapore en route 
to the United States. 

Wahid is expected to undergo medical 
treatment at Johns Hopkins Hospital in 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

‘The national assembly sacked Wahid 
on Monday after impeaching him on 


charges of corruption and incompetence. 
They elected his deputy, 54-year-old 

Megawati Sukarnoputri, to succeed him. 
After his dismissal, Wahid initially re- 
fused to leave the palace, saying his ouster 
was illegal. But he relented on Wednes- 
у, apparently recognizing that-he no 
longer had the support of the military, the 
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Private 
parts, public 
scandal 


By DONNA S. CUETO 


ONE called the other. 
a liar, the other called 
the first a “faggot.” 
That was before the 
shouting match 
degenerated into an 
PRIVATE A18 


mail 
More names 
in growing 
bribe scandal 


BY MARTIN MARFIL, MICHAEL 
L. UBAC AND ABIGAIL L. Ho 


FIRST, the President's husband and a 
resigned Palace secretary accuse each 
other of accepting bribes. Now the plot 
has thickened to include a Cabinet 
official who says he is being black- 
mailed, a possible sexual harassment 
claim, and the mysterious specter of 
an Estrada crony whose name keeps 
cropping up. 

Апа there is not one but two franchise bills 
involved. The request for reconsideration of the 
vetoed bills came from Congres. 

But if anyone had actually tried to bribe some- 
body in Malacaang to convince President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to recall her veto on the bills 
granting telecommunications franchises, that per- 
son would have been wasting both his time and 
money, because the President cannot rescind 
her own veto. 

With this in mind, Justice Secretary Hernando. 
Perez yesterday said the proposal of opposition 
lawmakers to investigate First Gentleman Mike 
Arroyo for allegedly accepting a bribe in ex- 
change for a promise that the President would 
rescind her veto was “not logical.” 

‘Only Congress, by a separate two-thirds vote 
of the Senate and the House of Représentatives, 
can override a presidential veto, according to 
DOJ lawyers and legislators. 

“There can be a veto override, but there can 
һе no reconsideration,” Perez emphasized. 

Nevertheless, Congress itself, through then 
House Speaker Feliciano Belmonte, sent a "re- 
quest for reconsideration” of the veto to the 
Presidential Legislative Liaison Office (PLLO) 
in Malacafiang, according to its chief Gabriel 
Claudio. 

Claudio said Belmonte verified that the re- 
quest came from Congress, but told the PLLO 
Chief not to act on it. 

The former House Speaker said he had only 
signed the request as part of his "ministerial 
duties," following a request from certain con- 
gressmen, Claudio stressed. 

A ranking House leader told the Inquirer 
that he had never heard of such a thing as a 
request for the reconsideration of a veto. 

And, Claudio emphasized, "this must be clari 
fied— Belmonte never once mentioned it (the 
franchise bill) to me, During that time, we 
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Msgr. ‘Soc’ 
now a bishop 


By ANDREA TRINIDAD-ECHAVEZ 


FOR the past 11 years, 
the faithful who attend 
Mass at the Edsa 
Shrine have been en- 
tranced by the homi- 
lies of the baby-faced 
priest. For he always 
related the gospel for 
the day to the dailiness 
of human life. And he 
spoke clearly, simply. 
Best of all, his sermons 
were brief and direct 
to the point. And they 
did not sound like ser- Socrates Villegas. 
mons but a chat with EDWIN BACASMAS 
friends with lots of humor thrown in. 

Yesterday, Manila Archbishop Jaime Cardi- 
mal Sin announced that one of the Catholic 
faithful's favorites, Msgr. Socrates Villegas, rec- 
tor of the Edsa Shrine, had been appointed auxil- 
iary bishop of Manila by Pope John Paul Il. 

Villegas becomes the fifth auxiliary bishop 
of Manila and the youngest among them. The 
four other auxiliary bishops are Bishops Teodoro 
Bacani, Teodoro Buhain, Jess Mercado and Tom 
Yalong. 

Only 40, Villegas is already considered one 
of the most influential leaders in the Catholic 
Church. He's the spokesperson of Cardinal Sin. 
Villegas has also been the cardinal's private 
secretary since his ordination 15 years ago. When 
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ZAMBO TO CEBU 


SC orders Abu trial moved 


By MICHAEL Lim UBAC 


CITING security concerns, the Su- 
preme Court yesterday ordered the 
arraignment and trial of 34 sus- 
pected Abu Sayyaf members led 
by Hector Janjalani moved from 
‘Zamboanga City to Cebu City. 


ACHIEVE MEGA- SUCCESS! 


GREAT Study at 
259 


PACKAGES 


The SC thus granted the petition of 
Zamboanga City Mayor Ma. Clara 
Lobregat who Баб sought the transfer of 
venue Wednesday, saying the legal pro- 
ceedings would have “unnecessarily jeop- 
ardized and imperiled the generally peace- 
ful and secure condition of the city.” 
Earlier, Justice Secretary Hernando 
Perez asked the Supreme 
Court to grant Lobre- 
п, agreeing 
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perative due to the security risks to 
Zamboanga’ 

“I have indicated to the Supreme 
Court that the Department of Justice 
has no objection to the transfer of 

7" Perez said. 
two weeks ago 11 
cases ranging from kidnapping and ille- 
gal possession of firearms to drug traf- 
king against the 34 suspects who were 
arrested in different locations after Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo ordered an i 


tensified crackdown on the bandit group. 
Janjalani, brother of current Abu 
Sayyaf leader Khaddafy Janjalani and 
its late founder, Abdurajak Janjalani, 
маз nabbed in Metro Manila last April 
where he was trying to sell a video 
showing former American hostage 
Jeffrey Schilling to news organizations. 
He was flown from his detention 
cell at Camp Crame in Quezon City to 
Zamboanga City last week for his ar- 
raignment, but this was postponed. 


The Supreme Court then ordered 
that he be held in Zamboanga City so 
he wouldn't have to be flown back to 
Metro Manila. 

Tt was then that Lobregat filed her 
petition. 

Tn its two-page resolution, the SC 
directed the Zamboanga City Regional 
Trial Court to forward the case records 
to the Cebu City RTC. 

It also directed the immediate transfer 
of all the accused to a military camp 


ЛА YANG 
MACAYO /_ 


within Cebu. 

Lobregat, in her petition, had said 
that aside from the security threat to her... 
city, Zamboanga did not have the de- 
tention facilities to handle the accused," 

Perez said the transfer would also’ 
be good for the witnesses who меге: Ч 
afraid to testify in a Zamboanga City 
coun. 

“Ang mga witnesses gusto nilar. 
malayu-layo (The witnesses prefer a, 
distant venue)," he said, 
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By CARLITO PABLO 


THE MILITARY has been put on the 
defensive from charges it has been vio- 
lating the human rights of suspected Abu 
Sayyaf members and sympathizers. 

"These people are vicious and evil. 
Let's put these charges in the proper 
context—we are fighting a war, a vi- 
cious war,” said military spokesman 
Brig. Gen. Edilberto Adan. 

The military has been engaged in an. 
intense crackdown against the Abu Sayyaf 
since July 13. Soldiers have saturated 
Basilan and Sulu, the known bases of the 
bandit group, as well as Tawi-Tawi and 
Zamboanga City in their hunt for the group. 

‘Adan said the operation, which was 
sanctioned by Malacafiang with guide- 
lines issued by the Department of Jus- 

has so far resulted in the arrest of 
97 suspected Abu Sayyaf leaders, mem- 
bers and supporters. 

However, complaints of indiscrimi- 
nate arrests and beatings of innocent 
civilians have dogged the operation 
since it was initiated as a result of the 
taking of 20 hostages from a Palawan 
resort last May 27, an ongoing crisis 
which entered its third month today. 

Adan said that while the military 
does not condone human rights viola- 
tions, "we cannot allow the emascula- 


during a spe 
Wednesday. 


Tabang Mindanao is co-chaired by Ambas- 
sador Howard Dee of the Assisi Development 


tion of our soldiers with threats of hu- 
man rights complaints that will make 
them ineffective." 

Several quarters have criticized the 
Armed Forces for failing to quickly put 
an end to the crisis. 

Army spokesperson Lt. Col. Jose 
Mabanta Jr. said, however, “the situa- 
tion is not as bleak it is perceived to be.” 

Mabanta said that since the hostage 
crisis broke out, the military has initi- 
ated a total of 40 encounters with the 
Abu Sayyaf in Basilan and Sulu. 

He said the Army-led operations re- 
sulted in the deaths of 26 Abu Sayyaf 
members while 74 have been captured 
and 22 have surrendered. 

He said the military has confiscated 
a total of 47 firearms from the group. 

On the government side, he said, 19 
soldiers, policemen and civilian volun- 
teers have been killed in action, with 
72 others wounded. 

In Zamboanga City on Wednesday, 
at least 15 suspected Abu Sayyaf me: 
bers were apprehended in separate mili- 
tary operations in Sulu and Basilan. 

‘Col. Francisco Gudani, deputy com- 
mander for operations at the AFP South- 
ern Command, said 11 of those arrested 
were from Barangay Tinambakan in 
Lamitan, Basilan. 

Elements of the Army's Ist Scout 


cial academic convocation on 


Ranger Battalion also confiscated eight, 
high-powered firearms from the suspects 
who were identified as Mahmud Morales, ^ 
Matapi Saman, Benjamal Abbani, Haisan 
Sangkula, Sulaiman Alian, Muhamar 
Akbar, Aimin Abbani, Duva Insung, Lings , 
Onting, Hakim Siddik and Madjnar Jairi. 

Terrified neighbors said they could 
only look on heiplessly as soldiers al- 
legedly alternately kicked and punched. 
the 11 suspects during their arrest. 

A resident who requested anonymity 
said most of the people were having 
breakfast when the soldiers arrived. 

“Suddenly I heard shouting from the 
women and children. When I peeped 
ош the window, I saw several soldiers, 
fully armed as if they were in combat," 
the resident said 

He said he saw “some soldiers drag 
the suspects—some of them were kicked. 
ог boxed, some were pushed with guns 
poked at them." 

But the military and police denied they 
violated the suspects" rights during the ar, Y 
rests 

“That's not true, we did not violate their, x 
rights,” Covarrubias said. БЫ 

But Chief Supt. $ипеоп Dizon, police. 
regional director for Western Mindana 
admitted they are authorized to employ nec. 
essary force, if there is resistance.” With. z 
Jonathan F. Ma and Julie A. Inot, PDI 
‘Mindanao Bureau 


Tabang Mindanao gets Ateneo award 


THE ATENEO de Manila University conferred 


Foundation Inc. and Fernando Zobel de Ayala 
the Public Service Award on Tabang Mindanaw 


(not Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala as reported 
earlier) of the Ayala Foundation Inc. 
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Whaat? Bad Breath? 


Inquirer, Metrobank Foundation Inc., CBCP 
Episcopal Commission on Indigenous Peo- 
ples, GMA-7 Foundation Inc., 
Peace and Progress Foundation Inc., AY Foun. 
dation Inc., Office of Mrs. Margie Moran- 
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Floreindo, ABS-CBN Foundation Inc., League 
of Corporate Foundations, Corporate Network 
for Disaster Response, Bank of the Philippine. 
Islands, BPI-Family Bank, Chinabank, Rizal 
Commercial and Banking Corp., and: 
Metrobank. 
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RP bans meat imports 
over mad cow spread 


IN A MOVE to fur- 
ther insulate the Phil- 
ippines from mad cow 
diseasc, agricultore of- 
ficials announced yes- 
erday a ban on the im- 
portation of meat and 
bone meal from all 
countries. 

Agriculture Secre- 
tary Leonardo 
Montemayor cited a 
similar ban in coun- 
tries, such as the 
United States, in spite 
of the absence of bo- 
vine spongiform 
encephalophathy, or 
mad cow disease. 

“There is a need for 
the Philippine go 
ment to institute si 
lar precautionary meas 
uros to prohibit feed. 
ing (meat and bone 
meal) to our local ru- 
minant population, 
Montemayor said. 

The Philippines im- 
ported 15,490 tons of 
meat and bone meal 
from Australia, China, 
New Zealand, the United 
States and Indonesia in 
January-April. 

Philippine cattle and 
other livestock are fed 
mostly corn and feed 
wheat. 

Montemayor said im- 
potting countries were 
warned on possible ille- 
gal trade of the meal to 
mask the real source dur- 
ing a recent consultation 
between the World 
Health Organization and 
the Food and Agricul- 
ture Organization 

Montemayor ordered. 
the immediate suspen- 
sion of import permits 
and the confiscation of 
all. shipments already in 
the country. 
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The Philippines last 
year banned importation 
of European beef al- 
though most of its sup- 
'comes fron 
and New Zea 


mid-1990s, mostly in 
Britain 


In March, Monte- — ease-free. 


IN TIMES OF CRISIS, BE IN THE RIGHT BU: 
"HOW TO MAKE A FORTUNE AS 
LENDING INVESTOR 
(ts Organization, Management & Operati 
August 18 (581) 2001 /8 AM to 6 PM 
Q.C. MINI REST. (BACK OF Q.C. HALL) 

Call 912-5685 / 911-1257 / 913- 
(LAST SEMINAR IN METRO MANILA) 


is believed to cau 
brain-wasting illness in 
humans, known as vari- 
ant Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
disease. The human 
form has killed about 80. 
Europeans since the 
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projects that would 
create one million jobs 
in three years 

The President arrived 
at the agriculture office 
at about 10 a.m. and im- 
mediately occupied the 
office of Agriculture 
Secretary Leonardo 
‘Montemayor. 

She met with offi- 
cials and discussed at 
least four issues: re- 
search and development, 
the Strategic Agriculture 
and Fisheries Develop- 
ment Zones (SAFDZS), 
irrigation programs and 
about the one million en- 
visioned jobs. 

The President made 
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Gu St Ae 
good her announcement 
during last Monday's 
State-of-the-Nation Ad- 
dress to hold office at 
DA to stress her poverty 
alleviation programs, 

‘She vowed to return 
to the DA office this af- 
lemon, 

During the closed- 
door meeting, the Presi- 
dent was informed by 
DA officials that two- 
thirds of the depart- 
men's budget for re- 
search and development. 
had already been re. 


WAJ Realty Development, Inc. 


2011 Leon Guinto St., Malate Manila = Te(:400-8407 - 625-1787 


Take advantage of high 

demands for pure drinking 
Ў water this rainy season. We / 
will show you how easy it is 
56 to be a millionaire in just a 

“Director Eliseo few months. . $ 

Ponce of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Research 
(BAR) said that of the 
P650 million alloted for 
agricultural research, 
about P380 million 
comes from the DA. ОГ 
this, two-thirds of the 


6 „> 
+ We provide start-up and training, " 
store lay-out and design. 
+ Pro-active customers service. 
+ Reliable on-call technical support 
* Customized equipment based on 
quality of source water 


The President or- 
Чегей BAR to coordinate 
with the Commission on 
Higher ion, Phil- 
ippine Council for Agr 
culture, Forestry and 
Natural’ Resources Re- 
search and Develop- 
ment, International Rice 
Research Institute and 
other agricultural re- 
search institutions for 
unified research pro- 
gram for agriculture. 
Briefing reporters, 
Monte 
the Pre 
quired on how this could 
be tackled in relation to 
the one million jobs. 
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Facial Care Centre's reverse ageing 
force dramatically transforms your 
skin, Every time you turn around, 

you'll notice a significant improvement. 
Blemishes clear up, pores tighten, age 
spots fade, lines become less visible, 
skin becomes firmer, more resilient in 
no time. Soon, all they'll see is the 
beautiful, youngerlocking skin that 
you feel! 


Call Facial Care Centre NOW! 
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Moderate labor seeks P77 daily wage hike 


BY GERALD G. LACUARTA 


THE LABOR Solidarity Movement. 
yesterday filed a petition with the Na- 
tional Capital Region wage board 
seeking a P77 increase im the mini 
mum wage for workers in Metro Ma- 
nila which currently stands at P250. 

"The LSM was the same group which 
sought a P75.50 wage hike in Metro Ma- 
nila October last year, The NCR wage 
board then granted only an increase of 
P26.50 effective November 2000. 

Tn seeking the increase, the LSM said 


in йз six-page petition that the increase 
was necessary to enable workers to cope 
increases in the prices of basic com- 

s and to adjust to the level of 


said workers need an ad- 
ditional P38 per day to cover the re- 
cent increase їп the prices of basic 
commodities and expected further in- 
crease in the prices of consumer goods, 
and another P39 adjustment in line 
with the 3.3 percent growth in the 
gross regional product in the NCR. 
The LSM said while workers were 


demanding a wage increase higher than 
PT7 to bring wages closer o living wage 
rates, the group said a higher increase 
would not help the economy at this time. 

The LSM is composed of the mod- 
erate Trade Union Congress of the 
Philippines, Labor Advisory Consulta- 
tive Council and the Alliance of Pro- 
gressive Labor. It is chaired by TUCP 
resident Democrito Mendoza. 

“The wage increases required to 
bring up wages to the level of living 
wages mandated by the Philippine 
Constitution,” the LSM petition said. 


MESSAGE 


It is with great pleasure to congratulate the 
members of Iglesia ni Cristo on its 87th 
Anniversary. 


“We do not believe it will help the 
economy if this full adjustment fo 
ing wages is given at this time. 

А latest study by the National 
Wages and Productivity Commission. 
said workers need a living wage of 
P509 daily or P15,269 monthly to sup- 
porta family beyond subsistence level. 

But the militant Kilusang Mayo 
Uno labor center challenged the TUCP 
and other labor groups under the LSM 
to take their P77 wage hike demand to 
the streets and push for a substantial 
wage hike. 


Over the years, through the dedicated 
leadership of Brother Егайо G. Manalo, the church 
has faithfully and successfully spread the 
teachings of Christ throughout the world. 


In behalf of my family, my best wishes and 
congratulations. 


РА 
HON. AURELIO M. UMALI AND FAMILY 
/ Representative 
srd/District of Nueva Ecija 


AVAILABLE AT: 


"Instead of seeking a crumbs from 
the regional wage boards, the TUCP 
should instead support the P125 across- 
the-board wage hike demand,” said 
КМО spokesperson Sammy Malunes. 

The KMU was supporting the P125 
wage hike ЫП filed by Sen. Juan Flavier. 
KMU chair Crispin Beltran, an incom- 
ing party-list representative, is expected 
to file a counterpart bill in the House. 

The group said it was not filing. 
petition in the wage boards, which it 
wanted abolished for being allegedly 
pro-employer. 


"The wage boards have always 
been known to give pittance wage vt 
hikes. They've been established pre- 
cisely to keep workers’ wage down, 
and to sit on all substantial wage hike’ п 
demands," Malunes said. 

“The TUCP's wage hike demand, 
having been submitted to the notorious s. 
regional wage boards, will inevitably. 
be cut down to size,” Malunes added. “te 

Malunes said that the LSM's wage wd 
hike demand was a concession to the «i 
Employers Confederation of the Philip- 
pines (ECOP) and other business groups. 


TOO HOT TO HANDLE 


Joker: Let Nene Ë 


sin 
nbn 


have blue ribbon 3 


By DONA Z. PAZZIBUGAN 


SUDDENLY, the powerful Senate 
blue ribbon committee has become too 
hot to handle. 

Sen. Joker Arroyo, who was expected 
to chair it, said he was no longer keen on 
taking on the post previously held by 
former Senate President Aquilino 
Pimentel J. until the Senate corrects the 
‘committee's “structural problems.” 

In a surprise twist, Arroyo said he 
even urged other members of the Sen- 
ate majority bloc to let Pimentel retain 
the post. 

"To quiet speculations on the blue 
ribbon committee... here is the situation. 
Yes I have been asked to chair it; how- 
ever, I have not agreed until the follow- 
ing structural problems are clarified and 
corrected." Arroyo said in a statement. 

1 have urged the retention of Sena- 
tor Pimentel as chair of the blue ribbon 
‘committee. Unfortunately, he is not with 
the majority coalition in the Senate. 

‘One need not be a committee chair- 
man in the Senate to be effective. I did 
mot have any committee chairmanship in 
my 9 years in the House,” he went on. 

Arroyo's offer to let Pimentel keep 
the blue ribbon committee can compli- 
cate matters for the already shaky pro- 
administration Senate majority. 

The administration Senate bloc has 
the upper hand in the assignment of 
‘committee chairmanships, much to the 
frustration of some opposition sena- 
tors who refuse to join the majority 
just to get a commitie. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon yes- 
terday stressed that the blue ribbon com- 
‘mittee will go to the administration bloc. 

“It (committee) will be in the ma- 
jority.” he said in a press conference 
Yesterday. 

Since the blue ribbon committee 
chair should be a lawyer, the only 
choices from the administration bloc 


BBBSHEHNM 
ЕЕРЕЕ 


AIR CONDITIONERS 


Prosecutors lose . 


are Senators Arroyo, Rene Cayetano 

and Francis Pangilinan, while those С 
from the opposition are Senators! 
Pimentel and Edgardo Апага. ne 

Angara would have bagged the post ^*^ 
had the opposition succeeded in elect- 
ing Pimentel, who has aligned himself 
with the pro-Estrada opposition 

H was during Pimentel's term as chair 
that the blue ribbon committee investi- x 
gated the "juetengate" controversy against 
President Joseph Estrada, triggering а “Vt 
chain of events that led to Estrada's ouster "^ 
in a popular revolt last January. 

Sen. Ralph Recto who, ike Arroyo, is 
a member of the so-called "House bloc" 
said he was convinced that Arroyo was 
interested in the blue ribbon committee, 

But he said he had "no trouble" or 
with letting Pimentel retain the blue. ~ 
ribbon committee. 

"T have no trouble with that If Joker ur 
doesnt want it, possibly 1 would support 
Pimentel" said Recto. "I don’t see any 
problem even if he's with the minority. 
because of his track record. He'll be fai 

Asked if Arroyo could just be mak- 
ing an excuse to "avoid" ihe blue rib- ij 
bon committee due to the upcoming 
investigation of First Gentleman Mike 
Arroyo, Recto said he believed that 
Arroyo's prerequisites are “all right.” "у 

"I don't think so. It doesn’t make 
sense,” he said, i 

Drilon and Recto said they will not 
stop any investigation to be conducted Бу 
the blue ribbon committee on allegations. 
that Mike Arroyo received a PSO million, 
bribe from a telecommunications firm "3 
owned by Estrada crony Jaime Dichaves. © 

According to Arroyo, the blue rib- 
bon committee has turned into a,r 

“tambakan (dumpsite)” for every com- Š È 
plaint filed with the Senate. 

During the 1th Congress, he said, г 
ihe blue ribbon committee received , 
118 referrals or an average of one re- 
ferral every two session days. m 


Drilon denies 
Lopez role in 
Senate voting 


BY ARMAND М. NOCUM 


ST HAVEN'T talked о Gabby Lopez. 1 haven't talk * 
to anybody from ABS-CBN. Not one of them.” 

The statement was made yesterday by new Senate 
President Franklin Drilon in answer io opposition. 
claims that ABS-CBN chair Gabby Lopez had asked , 
Sen. Noli de Castro to deliver the crucial 13th vote to 
Drilon so he could win the Senate presidency. 

In separate interviews, both Drilon and De Castro 
denied the report, saying that Lopez never meddled in 
the Senate presidency race. 

“Не never called me to tell me to cast my vote for + 
Drilon.” De Castro said. He admitted though that 
“someone lower i 
between Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning. 

Drilon was forced to turn to De Castro for his vote * 
aller Sen. Robert Jaworski, who had been intially 
counted on to give the 13th vote to Drilon, opted to 
support Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 

‘An opposition senator said it was Lopez 
drove De Castro to lend his support to Drilon. 

"This would be the first and last time that | would. 
ask a favor from you," the source said was Lopez's ir 
supposed message to De Castro. 

De Casto, who made his mark as a popular broad 
caster on the ABS-CBN television network, ter called È 
Pimentel to tell him of his decision to vote for Drilon. 

De Castro sid, however, his decision was bome out 
ога desire to help bring about the "healing process” that 
President Macapagal-Arroyo so wants for the crises- 
rocked county. 

He said he was optimistic his move will “ease the 
devastating effects of divisive developments that 
Struck our nation at the beginning of the year.” 

Drilon said Lopez could not have convinced De + 
Casio to vote for him. De Castro made the move on. - 
his own, he said 
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PROSECUTORS in the corruption case against 
former President Joseph Estrada suffered another set- 
back Thursday when a court told them to reinvestigate. 
the charge that he used an illegal alias to hide alleged 
ill-gotten wealth 
În a resolution, the Sandiganbayan anti-graft court 
said a motion by the Ombudsman to amend the charge 
“drastically changed the scope" of the accusation. — 
The original charge sheet filed April 4 accused 
Estrada of signing "Jose Velarde” on documents with ,, 
Equitable PCI Bank and other corporate entities "in ^" 
order to amass ill-gotten wealth during his tenure and 
ng the public to discover his trie identity as 
president of the Philippines.” 

n June 18, the ombudsman sought an amend- 
ment, stating Estrada used the alias "io conceal the 
ill-gotten wealth he acquired during his tenure and 
his true identity as the president of the Republic of 
the Philippines." They also said he used the alias to 
“willfully, unlawfully and criminally represent him- 
self... in several transactions.” AP 
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9 party-list groups disqualified 


By GERALD G. LACUARTA 


AT LEAST nine major party-list groups have been 
initially disqualified by the Commission on Elec- 
tions based on the guidelines set by the Supreme 
Court limiting the party-list system only to those 
representing the marginalized and underrepresented 

А Comelec source said the poll body had adhered 
strictly to the guidelines Inid down by the Supreme Court 
that even part-list groups not named in the disqualifica- 
tion complaint filed by Bayan Muna were disqualified. 

‘The Comelec en banc yesterday submitted to the 
high court a partial compliance report containing its 
recommendations on the top 24 party-list groups 
based on the latest canvass report. 

"The source, who spoke on the condition that the 
nine groups would not be identified, revealed that a 
number of those recommended for disqualification 
among the top 24 were winning groups which had 
garnered the minimum two-percent of the total votes 
Cast to win a sent in the House. 

Ina June 26 ruling, the SC said only party-list partici 
pants representing marginalized or underrepresented sec- 
ors organizations not funded or assisted by government. 
funds and whose nominees also belong to marginalized 
groups, are qualified. Political parties, which also regis- 
tered under the party-lis system, are also disqualified 
unless they show proof that they represent the interests of 
the marginalized and underrepresented, The tribunal also 
stressed that religious groups are not allowed to partici 
pate in the party-list election. 

10 winners 

Of the 24 groups whose qualifications had been 
reviewed by the poll body, 10 have won based on 
votes gamered. These are Bayan Muna, 11.3 percent; 
Mamamayan Ayaw sa Droga. 9.9 percent; Associa 
tion of Philippine Electric Cooperatives, 5.3 percent; 
Veterans Federation Party, 3.8 percent: Abag Promdi, 
2.8 percent; Nationalist People's Coalition, 2.5 per 
cent; Akbayan, 2.5 percent; Luzon Farmers Party, 2 
percent; Lakas-NUCD, 2.1 percent; and the Citizens 
Ваше Against Corruption, 2.1 percent. 

"The source said not all of the winning groups. 
however, may be able to install representatives in 
Congress as some of them had been recommended 
for disqualification by the Comelec based on the 
guidelines set by the high tribunal. 

‘The votes garnered by a disqualified group shall 
also be invalidated and deducted from the base total, 
thus allowing those below to move up and meet the 
Iwo-percent requirement, 

‘The others in the top 24 are Laban ng Demokratikong 
Pilipino, Buhay Hayaang Yumabong, Anak Mindanao, 
Alyansang Bayanihan ng mga Magsasaka, 
Manggagawang Bukid at Mangingisda. Cocofed, Coup- 
erative Naleoo, National Confederation of lrigators, 
Partido ng Manggagawa, Asosasyon Para sa Kaunlaran 
ng Industriya ng Aklat, True Marcos Loyalist, Chamber 
оѓ Real Estate and Builders Association, Bigkis Pinoy. 
Sonlakas and Aksyon Demokratiko. 

‘The SC on June 26 ordered the Comelec to con- 


SSS workers 


soften protests. 


By ELENA R. TORRIJOS 


FINANCE Secretary Jose Isidro Camacho averted а 
nationwide walkout of Social Security System em- 


ployees yesterday after he was able to persuade rank- 
ing SSS officals to maintain normal operations while 
а solution to the leadership crisis plaguing the gov- 
ermment-controlled agency was being worked ош. 

SSS employees led by the 2.800-sirong Alert and 
Concerned Employees for a Better SSS walked out 
oftheir offices across the country at noon yesterday 
to protest the “tyrannical” and "despotic" manage- 
ment style of SSS president Vitaliano Nafiagas Il. 

‘Camacho met with SSS executive vice president Horace 
Temploto sk him to convince the union to ease up on heir 
protest actions while a solution to the crisis was found. 

Instead of staying out all afternoon, the protest- 
ing employees гештей to work at around 2 pm. 
afier Templo talked to them. 

"The union reportedly decided to step up its pro- 
test with a walkout after it learned that Nañagas was 
supposedly planning to replace key 555 officials 
with executives from the Securities and Exchange 
Commission and the Philippine Deposit Insurance 
Gorp., both of which he previously headed. 

‘Patronage and turf-ism* 

ACESS president Dr. Carol Basilio said SSS em- 
ployees would, in the meantime, keep up their daily 
Tunchtime protests and noise barrage against Nafagas. 

During his meeting with Camacho, Templo 
pressed for the replacement of Naflagas, who sup- 
poris government moves to privatize the state-con- 
trolled government financial institution. 

То date, 2,600 rank and file employees and 186 
executives out of the SSS" total manpower of 3.987 
have signed a petition urging Nañagas’ ouster 

On the other side of the fence, а group of senior SSS 
executives yesterday slammed the “culture of patronage 
and turf-ism” that has caused a rif in the institution, 
saying they suppor the efforts of Nañagas о implement 
reforms, according to an SSS press release. 

їп a signed manifesto circulated among the em- 
ployees, the executives said the strength of the SSS 

п its work force and it should focus its energies, 
creativity and talents in pursuit of its mission. 

“We give our full support to (Nafiagas’) desire 
and commitment to institute reforms in the SSS," 
the officials said, "We have every confidence in the 
sincerity of his intentions and his ability to lead this 
institution to greater heights.” 


2 released cons 
back behind bars 


By MICHAEL Lim UBAC 


TWO of the three national penitentiary inmates who 
managed to escape using forged release papers have 
been re-arrested. 

Justice Secretary Hernando Perez said yesterday 
‘convicts Carlito C. Aguilar and Erwin T. Panes “have 
been recover 

The other escapee, Rogelio Enriquez, is still at 
large but authorities have tracked him to Mindanao 
where his arrest is imminent, Perez added. 

Perez announced the arrests even as he ordered the 
National Bureau of Investigation to probe the circum- 
stances of the three inmates" release from the New 
Bilibid Prisons in Muntinlupa City early this month 

Perez told reporters yesterday the “release” of Aguilar, 
Panes and Enriquez could just be the tip of the iceberg, 

"The NBI is investigating the release of the three, 
and we are going to find out if other prisoners were 
also released using fake documents,” he said. 

"The Bureau of Corrections said Panes and Aguilar. 
voluntarily surrendered to their office 

Panes, who was convicted of robbery with homi- 
cide and sentenced to lile, was turned in by his 
father who learned of his son's escape 


doct summary evidentiary hearings to determine the 
Qualification of 154 party-list groups to resolve a 
disqualification complaint filed by Bayan Mana and 
Akbayan against 17 other party-list groups. 
Respondents 
"The respondents are the National Federation of 
Sugar Planters (NFSP), Bagong Bayani, Citizens 
Movement for Justice Economy Empowerment and 
Peace (JEEP), Mamamayan Ayaw sa Droga (MAD), 
Sports and Health Advancement Development Foun- 
dation (SHAF), People's Reform Party, Philippine Lo- 
fal Autonomy Movement, Lakis-NUCD, Partido ng 
Masang Pilipino, Chamber of Real Estate and Builders 
Association (Creba), Association of Builders, Consult- 
ав and Designers (ABCD). Philippine Association of 
Detective and Protective Agency Operators (Padpao). 
Security United League on Nationwide Guards 
(Sulong), Citizens Drug Watch Foundation, Go! Got 
Philippines, True Marcos Loyalist Association of the 
Philippines, and Organized Support for the Move- 
ment fo Enhance the National Agenda (Osmena). 
‘Upon receipt of the Соте compliance repo 
the SC may affirm or reject it It affirms the Comelez's 
recommendations, the SC may lift an earlier restraining. 
‘order and allow the poll body to proclaim qualified 
soups which have met the minimum vote requirement- 
"The poll body also asked for а 10-day extension 


beyond July 30 in order to re-evaluate the 130 re- 
maining party-list organizations, whose accredita- 
tion must still undergo the same process of summary 
and evidentiary hearings. 
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No Cabinet revamp; Braganza stays 
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By CYNTHIA D. BALANA 


AGRARIAN Reform Secretary Hernani 
Braganza will not be replaced—for the simple 
reason that there is no Cabinet revamp. 

Braganza made this assertion yesterday dur- 
ing a press briefing as he denied being dressed 
down by President Macapagal-Arroyo for poor 
performance. 

“There was no dressing down,” Braganza said 
referring to a newspaper report that he was scolded 
by the President for his poor performance in the 
Depariment of Agrarian Reform. 

"The President has not told me that 1 would be 
revamped. Pero hindi naman ako apit-tuko.” he 

adding that all Cabinet members serve at the 
pleasure of the appointing officer. 

Thus, if the time for him to go comes, he would 
not hesitate to pack up. 

Besides, he said, the President already denied 
reports of an impending Cabinet revamp. 

Оп reports that he padded the DAR accomplish- 
ments by raising the land distribution rate to 70,000 

hectares for the last six 
months instead of 23,000 


E 


hectares, Braganza said it was a “typographical eror." 

But he insisted that the typographical error did 
mot come from DAR inputs but from Molacafiang, 
which prepared the speech on the issue. 

Militant farmers’ groups strongly reacted to the 
speech, which was read by the President in one of 
her speaking engagements. They said Braganza pad- 
ded the figures. 

Braganza said that even presidential spokesman 
Rigoberto Tiglao admitted that the typographical 
error came from Malacafiang. 

"You see, I did not pad any report and I will not 
pad any figures just to please the President" he 
pointed ош. 

He said that he was not in the habit of "padding" 
figures to get a better result because these can easily 
be compared with official data. 

Braganza expressed confidence that he may be 
able to surpass the 100,000-hectare target for land 
distribution under the Comprehensive Agrarian Re- 
form Program as set by the President herself before. 
the year ends. 

He said the DAR was in fact considering the 
distribution of 105,000 hectares of land of agricul- 
tural lands for the current year. 
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IDROSILEX PRONTO É 
Ready-to-use waterproofing mortar for 
concrete surfaces. Since 
it is compatible with concrete and is 100% 
leak and seepage proof. 
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You can find success with the training you need. 
John Robert Powers has a program for you to make it happen. 
CONFIDENCE. PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT. 
EXECUTIVE GROOMING. ACTING. MODELING. 


Your future is in your hands. 


CALL Now! 892 9511 
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www.johnrobertpowers.com 
Casmer Building, 195 Salcedo St 
Legaspi Village, Makati 

CONVENIENT PARKING NEARBY 


Ready-to-use waterproofing mortar with 
added flexibility for bridging hairline 
cracks, protection of precast structures 
and retaining walls, or areas subject to 
heavy loads and vibrations. 


Ultra fast setting 
water plug 


LAMPOSILEX 

Used for plugging any source 
of water, even under pressure or 
fiowing.water on concrete structures. 
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China backs 
Asean code 
on Spratlys 


HANOI— China Thursday reaffirmed its support 
for a code of conduct aimed at easing tensions in 
the South China Sea, a regional flash point pit- - 
ting claimant nations against each other over 
‘ownership of a string of shoals and reefs. 

China and the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations “have worked hard to settle their differ- 
ences through peaceful means,” Chinese Foreign 
Minister Tang Jiaxuan told the 10 Asean mem- 
bers at a meeting in Hanoi. 

Late last year China and Vietnam signed an 
agreement on their disputed sea frontier in the 
Tonkin Gulf, Tang noted. 

"Now China and Asean are engaged iii con- 
sultations with a view to formulating a code of 
conduct in the South China Sea so as to further 
stabilize the situation in the area,” he said, 

‘Agreement onthe code, however, has been blacked 
by bickering over the area it would cover with Viet- = 
‘nam pushing for the Paracel islands occupied by China. 
1o be included, along with the Spratly Islands. 

‘The code would cover at least the Spratlys, а 
chain of rocky islands in the South China Sea 
claimed in whole or in part by Asean members 
Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam, ! 
along with non-members China and Taiwan, 

Believed to sit on vast oil and nawral gas 
deposits, the chain is seen as a potential flash 
point for armed conflict because all the claimants 
except Brunei have troops stationed in the area, 
which also covers strategic shipping lanes and 
rich fishing grounds. 

The other Asean members are Cambodia, Indone- 
sia, Laos, Burma (Myanmar), Singapore and Thailand. 

"Asean foreign ministers meeting here this week 
welcomed progress in the consultations between 
the bloc and China to develop the code of conduc 

‘They also “encouraged the continued exercise 
of self-estraint by all countries concerned and the. 
promotion of confidence-building measures in this 
area,” according to a joint communique. АЕР 


Ist Reading: 
Gospel: 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Now listen to the 
parable of the sower. 

When a person hears the message of the King- 
dom but without taking it to himself, the devil 
comes and snatches away what was sown in his 
heart. This is the seed that fell along the footpath. 

‘The seed that fell on rocky ground stands for 
the one who hears the word and accepts it at 
once with joy. But this fickle and has no roots. 
No sooner is he harassed or persecuted because. 
of the word, than he gives up. А 

‘The seed that fell among the thistles is the 
one who hears the word, but then the worries of | 
this life and the love of money choke the word, 
and it does not bear fruit, 

As for the seed that fell on good soil it is ће 
one who hears the word and understands it; this 
bears fruit and produces a hundred, or sixty, or 
thirty times more." 

‘Commentary 
| In today's reading Jesus explains the par- 
| able ofthe sower to his disciples. He introduces 

Them into a higher way of understanding reality 
as preparation for their mission. The word of 
the kingdom is like a seed that contains divine 
life. Everyone hears this word. Jesus gives four 
examples of hearing the word that range from 
not understanding to knowing. In the first ex- 
ample the word is not understood because the 
heart is as hard as the path. The word cannot. 
enter. The second example is the superficial 
acceptance that does not last. The third exam- 
ple are the people with a divided heart who are 
unable to produce. Only the last group of peo: 
ple who give the word a chance 10 develop are 
able to bear abundant fruit 

Father, you have sown the word of the king- 
dom in our hearts. Teach us to cherish this 
word and to put it into practice. 

Claretian Publications Incy 8 Mayumi St, 
UP Village, Diliman, Quezon City, UP P.O. Box 
4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Tel.: 921-3984; 
Fax: 921-7429; E-mail: claret&cnL netz 
Websites:htpzbrwe.bible claretorg (Claretian 
Publications Inc.) & lutpil/missionaries.- 
clareLorg (Claretians in the Philippines) 
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I LABOR LAW (TERMS AND CONDI- 
] TIONS ОР 
earning capacity of deceased—The Court has 
consistently computed the loss of earning ca 
J| Респу based on the life expectancy of the de- 
eased. The award for los of earning capacity 
based on two factors: (1) the number of years 
Jp 9n Which the computation of damages is based: 
and О) the rate at which the loss sustained by 
the heirs is fixed. The fist factor refers to the 
[p life expectancy, which takes into consideration 
the nature of the victim's work, lifestyle, age 
and state of health prior to the accident. The 
p Second refers to the victim's caring capacity 
minus the necessary living expenses. Sate oth- 
erwise, the amount recoverable îs that portion 
J °Г®е earings of he deceased which the ben- 
eficiary would have received—the net earnings 
1 of ihe deceased. [Citations omitted.| [Justice 
Panganiban, Pestalo v. Spouses Sumayang, 
V GR No. 139875, December 4,2000] 
DIGEST BY R.B. VERA 
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Congress backs Solon warns of demoralization in BIR 
Palace tax cut plan „со 


HOUSE minority leader Carlos Padilla 
(From page A1) Bureau of Internal рер 0180) warned that unless масна addressed PRE DEVALUATION SALE 
was “principally due to the discre- һе “demoralization” in ће Bureau of Inter- ! S зғмомтов! 29 
forthe draft from Malacaang. tion given to tax collectors in al- mal Revenue the government would be frus- ^ x 
"Once we receive it, it willbe lowing and disallowing (tax) de- trated in implementing its proposed tax 
put at the top of the totem pole,” ductions.” scheme. 
he said. “We're going to work fast “I am in favor of gross income Тһе Nueva Vizcaya congressman said 
here.” taxation because that will remove there was a strong clamor within the BIR fc 
Ledesma expressed confidence the discretion on the part of the BIR е resignation of Commissioner Rene Bañez 
that they could come up withacom- ... If you remove that discretion by because of his questionable revamp of per- 
mittee report а "45 to 60 days." goingonagrossincome tax system, sonnel and appointment of “outsiders” to 
? then there is mo need for negotia- newly created positions. 
Workers vet E iudicia ton" ho said. He said revenue district officers and the 
quiis Partido ng Mangeagawa ^ Hesidewasaneediolower BIR employees union were openly амай 
(ФМ) кырей at the онн ӨК eir. Bañez for initiating "an arbitrary and capri- 
saying it will benefit the IP nany countries with success- 1003 (removal) of key officers in blatant vio- 
‘corporate world butnot theordinary = ft tax Collection system like Hong lation of their right to security of tenure" and 
а Кєр. = gon соба баце си esas to doo proces under ths Ciel Service MARKING her second day of holding office atthe [= 
not favo even the minimum wage ‘S basis of gross income. But not ор, agriculture department, the Presidentisescortedby (m стек ш 
ven the minimum Wage tthe rates we have today Вет detractors have come ош with 4 Agicuture Secretary Montemayor. ONN BONDOC 
©й боп Exempting ayeatly in. __ “We allow so many deduction Lapa ps e EE 


3 E reached Padilla. 
come of P75,000 will only cover "d We impose a very high rateon ^ — Aside from questioning his appointment 


ше о бын РОЭ a day, 1e remaining net Gncome). We of certain people, they nave also assailed If you have Diabetes; this is for you... 


should lower the rate and remove а 

based оп 26 workdays a month. ` te and him for describing the BIR as "the most cor- 
Minimum wage earners in Metro Ùe allowable deduction,” he said. rupt agency" with insufficiently trained 
Manila, who eam a gross of P250 Budget surplus people. 


daily will not be exempt from _ Former Socioeconomic Planning Тһе position paper, issued in June, also 
taxes,” Renato Magtubo, PM na- Secretary Felipe Medalla notedthat wondered why а former “tax officer and con- 
i aid іп а statement. the economies that shifted toanew sultant of big corporations (like) PLDT, 
biis зр Midsowhentheyenjoyed Metro Pacific group and Steniel group, among 
“1 x tax system did so К iel group, // / RT 
Moreover, P75,000 аз а sun. eet Sup others” would end up heading BIR, in an ap- Inspiring Storiés of People with Diabetes 
н a Parent case of "conflict of interest." 8 ; 
SIM Ses especialy cem bode fence of PLAS Bon dis Те BIR chief is also under fire for nam- Learn how they live normal, 
paid below the minimum wage, budget deficit of PLAS billion this ing Rommel Magno, brother of his "PR con- happy © successful lives 
ee ee ae sultant” Alex Magno, as chief of the Tax, In- Е 
теп s, thei I eee formation and Education Division, with the Listen 
come is usually above P75,000,” Medalla said it would take three title assistant commissioner for corporate P liter обы 
Magtubo said. to five years before а shift toa communications. 
Under the Malacafiang proposal, modified gross tax system would Тһе position is not in the BIR plantilla. : 
those earning between P75,001 and lead tohigherrevenues forthe gov- Padilla said: "The main issue still is not a ) E^ Meu A j^ жа "n 
P150,000 monthly would pay a tax ernment. question of rate adjustments but that of tax 
of 7 percent; P150,001-P350,000, “If the government pursues atax collection efficiency. Tax collection may still Д Hosted by: X 
14 percent; P350,001-P650,000,21 system that makes everybody be hampered because of low morale in the DR. NoNOY ZUNIGA 
percent and more than P650,000, happy, then itis the government that BIR.” Ms. CATHY SANTILLAN 
ЭВ percent. ends up with a loss. Inthe long run, “Whether you have a new system enacted, 
At present, those earning however, the lower taxes will lead it boils down to collection. The general ob- E ae ee 25099 a 
P10,000 and below are slappeda 5 to better enforcement and act as an servation is the number of those who pay th 50075 
ercent tax; P10,001-P30,000, IQ incentive to businesses,” said taxes religiously has remained the same de- ‘SPONSORED BY: 
Percent: P30,001-P70.000, 15 per- Medalla, a professor at the UP spite the introduction of new tax rates,” said Novo Nordisk” Pharmaceuticals 
cent; P70,001-P140,000, 20 per- School of Economics. the LDP representative (Philippines) Inc. 
cent; P140,001-P250,000, 25 per- The administration has estimated 
сеш; P250,001-PS00,000, 30 per- that shifting to a modified gross sys- 
Cent and more than P500,000, 32 tem would initially lead to a loss of 
percent. P28.71 billion in potential revenues. 
"The administration is on the Guillermo Luz, executive direc- 
right track if it pursues tax cuts to tor of the Makati Business Club, 
increase the workers’ take-home said a government should embark 
pay. The current systemneeds tobe оп а new tax system from a posi- 
reformed because the income of a tion of strength. 
minimum wage earner in 60 work- "Generally though, the plan of 
days per year goes not to their pock- lowering the tax rate and simplify- ы 
ets but to the state as taxes," ing the system is good because it THE BEST VALUE NOTEBOOK P! 
Magtubo said. will improve tax collection and per- 
Boost consumer spending aps entice more people from the 
Recto said the proposed income  "derground to come out and pay 
tax system would boost consumer 1803” Luzsaid. — 
spending without causing inflation nice танта 
like previ -primis ilippine Cham! 2 
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The effect of lowering taxes is  'aX Would raise the burden of com- б 
that people will have more money 2105 E - 
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Who got the money? 


E President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo could have it her 


way, she would rather not talk anymore about the P50- 
million bribery case revolving around a telecommunica- 
tions franchise she vetoed. "Everything (that needs) to be said 
has been said already," Ms Macapagal told reporters Tuesday 
night. Later in an interview with GMA-7 news anchor Mel 
Tiangco, Ms Macapagal expressed impatience over being 
asked the question again saying, “I 
have answered all the things | need to 
answer about that matter being 

repeated all over again." 

Maybe. But there are questions that demand forthright 
answers from everyone who was involved in this sorry tale of 
corruption so early in her term, not least among them First. 
Gentleman Mike Arroyo. And those questions are going to be 
asked not only by naggers in media but by members of both 
Houses of Congress where the opposition is calling for an 
official inquiry. 

Ironically it was Arroyo who first went public with the 
Palace bribery story. Apparently trying to deflect text messages 
linking him to the scandal, Arroyo announced on his radio 
program that it was a Palace secretary, now resigned, who 
accepted money to work for the recall of the President's veto. 

Feeling that Arroyo was alluding to her, Veronica “Bing” 
Rodrigo, who had resigned as the President’s correspondence 
secretary, called up a radio station and accused Arroyo and 
three of his friends of accepting a bribe to have the veto 
recalled. 

Arroyo, of course, belied Rodrigo's allegations and dis- 
missed their very public dispute as nothing more than a 
“misunderstanding between friends.” In his own defense, 
Arroyo said thatas a lawyer he knew thatonce abill was vetoed 
the matter was out of the President's handssince only Congress 
could override a veto. Ms Macapagal also sought to exonerate 
her husband by saying he never mentioned the matter to her. 

Now it is Arroyo's word against Rodrigo's, and unfortu- 
nately for him, the public is inclined to believe her. And it is 
not because she has produced any evidence to support her 
accusations, itis mainly because of who she is. Rodrigo is the 
daughter of the late former Sen, Francisco Rodrigo who was 
well-known for his integrity and courage in standing up to ће 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos, She adverted to this when she said 
she had to fight back and protect her family's name. Rodrigo 
is (was?) alsoaclose friend of the President since grade school, 
making ithighly unlikely that she wouldruin that friendship by 
making false charges against her husband. And finally who 
would be so foolish as to make false accusations against 
someone so influential as the First Gentleman? Arroyo is not 
Joseph Estrada, but taking him on, like Rodrigo is doing, 
requires almost as much gumption as what Luis Singson did to 
the former president. 

Arroyo didn’t help himself when he left for the United 
States Tuesday night while the controversy continues to 
simmer, It makes him look like he is avoiding the heat or, 
worse, guilty. 

Arroyo should cut his trip short, come home and face a 
curious public and possibly Congress. The controversy will 
not blow over because of his absence. Instead it will put all the 
pressure of defending him on the President. 

Although she has declared that everything has been said 
about the issue, Ms Macapagal herself has to provide some 
satisfactory answers to a few questions. For instance, she said 
she first learned of the allegations of bribery when Ralph 
Evangelista told her someone who was "very close to her” had 
received a bribe, So why didn’t she demand that he identify the 
culprit, as she was duty-bound to do? Why didn’t the famous 
presidential temper erupt at the suggestion that somebody 
close to her had committed a serious crime? Why did she 
confront her husband with the allegation? 

And why is one of the principal characters behind some of 
Estrada's moneymaking deals involved in this new scandal? It 
was Jaime Dichaves who served as the bagman for Estrada’s 
commissions in the purchase of stocks in Belle Resources by 
the Government Service Insurance System and the Social 
Security System. He also tried to mislead the Senate by 
claiming ownership of Estrada's “Jose Velarde” accounts, 
Howcouldanyonecloseto Ms Macapagal have even considered 
cutting a deal with him? 

Sure, all their efforts went for naught since nobody dared to 
even whisper to the President about it, But it doesn’t mean по 
crime was committed. In fact, everyone is saying that money 
changed hands. So who got it 

Apparently Malacafiang didn’t want to know. Now the 
opposition wants to know, and so do the Filipino people. 
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ALLEGED: En 
CORRUPTION: 


How about a song titled ‘Bangkang Papel’? 


PRESIDENT Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo invited 
four newspaper columnists, as well as her three 
top media handlers, to dinner at Malacafiang last 
Wednesday evening. Unfortunately, the most 
interesting parts of her revelations were off the 
record, so you will have to be content with her 
defense against negative comments on her State 
of the Nation Address. 

Firstare the paper boats that, according to her 
speech, were floated by three young boys from 
Payatas down the Pasig River to Malacafiang 
where she saw them and read the messages writ- 
ten on them. Critics said this must be a tall tale. 
аз no paper boat could have floated that far as it 
would have soaked up water and would have 
sunk minutes after it was launched. 

No, she did not actually see the paper boats 
herself, admitted the President, but she did read а 
story about it in the INouine. That's where she 
Zot the idea of opening her speech with the story 
of the paper boats and their messages. It was not a 
fabrication. It was true—at least the important part. 

Apparently, a non-government organization 
working for the urban poor orchestrated the let- 
ter-flonting contest as a gimmick to attract the 
attention of media and, ultimately, the President 
of the Philippines. It attracted the attention only 
of one reporter of the Inguri and one photog- 
rapher of the Manila Standard. The story ap- 
peared only in the Ічооке and a photo in the 
Standard, Luckily for Jason, Jomar and Erwin, 
President Macapagal reads the Inquirer, and the 
Testis history. 

There was a little license and exaggeration to 
achieve drama in the story, but it was true. It was 
no lie. 

That's what happens when a high official of 
the land is not absolutely truthful and accurate in 
her statements. After narrating the story of Ja- 
son, Jomar and Erwin, the President could have 
added, "To be very truthful about it, Г did not 
actually see the paper boats but I read about them 
and their messages in a newspaper” and there 
would have been no flak later on. Without that 
clarification, she gave the impression that she 


‘THE UNINTENDED saving grace of the Marcos 
years may have been in showing that there are 
many things worse than a free press, a shackled 
one being among them. And so ће press remains 
safe, perhaps for the couple or so of decades it 
will take fora new generation, without memories 
of that dark night, to come to political maturity. 

Then the lessons will have to be learned again, 
painfully. "The tree of liberty," Jefferson remin 
tus, “has to be nourished from time to time with. 
the blood of its patriots and martyrs. It is its natu- 
ral manure.” If we doubt that this is literally tru 
all we need to do is to count the number of those 
who even today die fighting for and against in- 
surgencies. 

The current press is the strange, often taste- 
less, and many times corruptible fruit of this 
wondrous tree, Whatever media's faults, how- 
ever, even President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
will vastly prefer the critical broadsheets of to- 
day to the underground press of yesteryears. But. 
while in relative terms today's press looks toler- 
able, in absolute terms, itis a national disgrace. 

‘The problem begins with scores of dailies, 
both broadsheets and tabloid, trying to carve out, 
understandably, a profitable niche in a limited 
market. This is one rare case of competition 
bringing out the worst—the use of too many sen- 
sational headlines, press releases by partisan in- 
terests and unbalanced stories to sell copies. 
Whole papers are ungrammatical and have head- 
lines that bear little relation to the stories beneath. 

Worse, people believe that in the case of some 
papers, one can pay one's way not only to the 
editorial pages but to the front page itself (the 
famous "envelopmental journalism"). In some 
cases, press releases are not even identified аз 
such but passed off as unbiased news. There are. 
whispered and not-so whispered claims by pol 
ticians of so-called ABC Journalism—attack, 

ccollect—the manipulation of the slant 
of news stories by the occasional mediaman in 
order to extort money. These shady practices are 
Љу no means confined to print joumalism. 
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actually saw and retrieved the paper boats and 
that's what gave critics, always waiting for gaffes 
and holes in her utterances and actions, the ex- 
cuse to carp about the implausibility of the story 
of the paper boats. 

Now that the President has clarified it, leis. 
leave it at that and pray that Jason, Jomar and 
Erwin are beiter choices than Mang Pandoy and 
live, as in fairy tales, happily ever after. 

Та fact, an imaginative songwriter can сопу 
pose a romantic song titled "Bangkang Papel. 
It could be about a young swain sending love 
leiters written on paper boats floating down the 
river toa well-guarded castle where his lady love 
is imprisoned (parang fairy tale, ano po?). Did 
they fallin love, marry and live happily ever af- 
ter? Only the paper boats can tell. 

Such a mushy song can be as popular as the 
hit "Kastilyong Buhangin” or "Red Sails in the 
Sunset.” 

The other criticism of her address that 
President Macapagal defended is that there 
would not be enough money to fund all the 
promises she made. 

“I know my arithmetic,” she said. “There 
is enough money, All those programs have 
funds. I made sure before I included them in 
ту speech.” 

Budget Secretary Emilia Boncodin, who 
should know the state of the government's fi- 
nanees better than anyone else, has backed her 
President, There is enough money. 

Indeed, Speaker Jose de Venecia had said 
this before. Asked at the Kapihan sa Manila 
where the government would get the money 
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Broadcasters have their share of abominable 
practices, If this country is going to the dogs, 
both politicians and elements of the press share. 
star billing in the kennel, 

This irresponsible behavior has two major 
effects. The first is the erosion of the credibility 
of the press. If corruption is unchecked, the press 
will look more and more hypocritical even as it 
waxes sanctimonious. What becomes unbeliev- 
able will soon be dismissed by the public as 
‘merely the equivalent of paid advertisements. The 
second effect is that on the government. A paid 
press promotes rather than retards corruption, and 
drives away the honest from the public sector. It 
also distorts public policy and debate. 

Even when the press is honest, it may have 
private agendas. Very few of the newspapers are 
breaking even. There is the consequent belief that 
many publishers do not continue to publish out 
of any journalistic motive but purely to defend 
their other, profitable, commercial interests. That, 
however, is not necessarily wrong, provided а 
conscious effort is made by the paper concemed 
at fair and balanced reporting. In truth, the pub- 
licis often aware of when self-interest motivates 
particular story or editorial. Being incredulous, 
it is rarely misled, often discounting the slant 
when it reads the story. 

But that is not the whole story. There is too 
much plain incompetence. Stories that appear and 
are never followed up. Editorials that masquer- 
ade as news stories, blatant with the writer's bias, 
а product of the “committed journalism” theory 
of the mass communication schools. One-sided 
reports. Opinions, unattributed naturally ("con- 
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to fund his Economic Action Plan 747, $ип-!' 
shine Joe replied that there is enough money '? 
“if you know where to look for it.” I wrote 
about his source of funds in an carlier column. 

ав far as 1 can remember, аге 

unused commodity loans, the зу 

US$10 billion royalties from the Camago- ү 
Malampaya gas project, ће US$650 million 4 
Marcos ill-gotten wealth held in escrow by the у 
Philippine National Bank and other funds ,, 
squirreled here and there. 

But why is the opposition so concerned with 
where the money is going to come from? Presi- ini 
dent Macapagal has already assured that there i 
‘would be no new taxes, Where to get the money по 
is her problem. Let her worry about that. She sie 
said there is enough money for her projects, so 
Jet her get them. If she fails, then the opposi- 2t 
tion will have more reason to carp against her. 
If she succeeds, then everybody benefits. 21 

Leave the President alone in trying to ful- "i 
fill her promises. Why should the opposition ^^ 
worry where she would get the funds? That's “н 
her problem. Let her solve it. Leave her be. —' 

vs 

KAPIHAN NOTES: The present Commission "°! 
оп Elections is without doubt the slowest we have’ 
ever had. Until now, winners in the party-list eec- 
tions have not been proclaimed. Caloocan City s 
is still without an elected mayor. Many election., 
cases are still undecided. The bidding for the,. : 
modernization of the election registration was, 
awarded in October last year but until now thes; 
Comelec is not even making any move to final- 
ize the contract. Meanwhile, time is running ош. э 
But the modernization has to be finished before’ + 
the 2004 presidential elections. Why is thesin 
Comelec so slow? (Я 

We will know on Monday when Comelec" " 
Chair Alfredo Benipayo and other Comelec com-"^ 
missioners answer questions at the Kapihan sa. 
Manila forum. Also guests are candidates and ^ 
complainants with unresolved cases, and repre- ^ 
sentatives of Photokina, winner of the bidding “t! 
but whose contract is being delayed. 


сетей citizens today supported the call for Y's 
ouster..."), propagandizing the reader. Trivia is 
played up while more important stories are ig- 
nored or buried in the inside pages. Outrageous 
libels, no matter how patently unfair, are trum- ry 
peted. The list seems endless. 4 

Many problems have been amplified by devel 
opments in technology. A media that adopts a cyni- , 
cal, contemptuous tone encourages others to do... 
the same. The lack of civility that permeates our. y 
national discourse begins with the media, is em- 
braced by politicians, copied by interest groups, 
and ironically even by elements of civil society. 
and eventually finds its way into the recklessnessin 
of rumors and texting. Media does not only set! 
the national agenda, it also sets the national tone. tt 

Just like government, journalism has its share v 
of responsible workers, indeed the majority are. 
There аге countless publishers, journalists andi 
columnists who take their craft seriously and аге 
constantly trying to do better despite limited bud- 
gels and fierce competition. But even the best". 
fall short from time to time. If no local paper to~. 
day yet has the quality or reputation of the New 
York Times, it is not improper to remember that, 
that paper began life as a little more than a yel 
low rag and improved little by little as its audi 
ence grew in sophistication. As the economy, 
improves, no doubt so will the demands of the 
readers and consequently the general quality ofa 
our papers. 

"The more apt comparison to make with the 
press may not be with our government but with 
ош society itself. And in this, the press accurately i 
reflects the strengths and weaknesses of the Fili- + 

no. When times are difficult or bad (Edsa,n 
Ninoy's death), the nation is magnificent, So is," 
їп general, the working press. But when times 
are more normal, we aren't о hot (today's anat-^ 
chy and endless disputation, the abuses of office 
holders). Often, neither is the press. Changing * 
that will permanently require decades and a mas- 
sive upgrading of our educational system. But? 
that, as the press would say. is another story, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


- OPINION 


The phony battle of metaphors 


THE REACTIONS to President Gloria Maca- 
pngal-Arroyo's State of the Nation Address range 
from the hilarious to the pompous. The most 
amusing aspect is the debate triggered by the 
President's metaphor of the messages sent to 
her—via paper boats sailing on the Pasig—by 
three Payatas children. The debate spun 
thousands of words far more than those dealing. 
with the substance of the Sona. 

Why paper boats could launch a big volume 
of words is not a revelation to me. It confirms 
‘what I have always thought about our people— 
i.e., nuances evade us. Everything has to be ex- 
plicit, otherwise you will be misunderstood. 

President Macapagal was not very Filipino 
when she took some literary liberties by intro- 
ducing her Sona—clearly for atmosphere—with 
the metaphor of the paper boats and their mes- 
sages from the poor. Her tale was not even hy- 
perbole. It was just an ornament of speech. But it 
brought down a tempest on her head. The reac- 
tions reveal more about ourselves and about her 
critics than about the President. 

"The boat tale rapidly became the talk of the 
town—a conversation piece at breakfast. The 
metaphor—which leaves many things to the 
imagination—spurred an opposition congress- 
man, Rep. Ronaldo Zamora, to launch a thesis 
оп hydrodynamics. 

Zamora talked about opening a congressional 
inquiry into “the nautical improbability, if not utter 
impossibility” of three paper boats sailing from the 
Payatas dump on the Pasig down to Malacaiiang. 
He could not quite understand how paper boats 


й 
rents.” But then, itis not hard to explain why Zamora. 
is puzzled. Zamora was influenced by the milieu of 
ribald humor in Estrada's Malacafiang where what 
passed for metaphor was slapstick and jokes like 
*pupulitin kayo sa kangkungan.” 

‘The real minority leader in the Senate, 
Edgardo Angara, who is supposed to be more 
sophisticated, took off from Ms Macapagal's 
metaphor with his own metaphor of a nation 
"riding on bangkang papel, sinkable, precarious 
and going nowhere.” His own version of the 


HAVING listeners take one’s literary touches 
literally must be every speechwriter’s nightmare. 
By that measure, the “ghost” behind President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's State of the Nation 
Address must be having sleepless nights. 

The allusion to three boys from Payatas writing 
down their appeals to the President, folding these 
into paper boats and floating them down the Pasig 
River to reach Malacafiang bas been ridiculed, de- 
cried and even dismissed for its “unscientifie”-ba- 
sis. Worse, the “bangkang papel" analogy has been 
seized upon by the opposition to symbolize the frag- 
ile, rudderiess and endangered state of the economy, 
if not of the entire Macapagal administration. Call 
ing the three boys who wrote the President asking 
for jobs, education and decent housing onstage was 
taxing credulity all the more, critics said. A little 
too show-bizzy even if it was meant to prove that 
the paper boats story was true. 

If | were the speechwriter 1 would issue a re- 
joinder to the literal-minded critics. When Martin 
Luther King said "I have a dream,” di 
check with asleep therapist if indeed the civil rights. 
leader dreamt of a better world? When King said 
he spoke "from a mountaintop,” were maps whipped 
ош to check if indeed he was perched on a peak? 
Locally, when Manuel Quezon urged Filipinos to 
“he like the Molave,” did anyone protest how he 
expected us to tum into trees? 

Perhaps this should have been Erap's tack. The 
memorable line, which would subsequently come 
to haunt him, from his inaugural address that in his 
administration “walang kama-kamaganak, walang 

tai-kaibigan" was just a metaphor pala, a poetic, 

if somewhat blunt, way of expressing his (failed) 

resolve to run a tight ship (a metaphor, by the way). 
wee 


INSTEAD of measuring the capacity of paper 
to absorb water before it sinks to the depths of 
the Pasig River, perhaps we should focus on what 
the young letter-writers were asking of their 
government. As President Macapagal said, their 
letters contained, in their simplicity, the sum of 
the poor’s aspirations and expectations from 
their elected officials. 

One thing that struck me was that none of 


THERE was a time long ago—this sounds like 
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Sona, tomposed of 17 pages of text, was heavy- 
weight stuff that could sink Angara's metaphor 
from its sheer weight. 

A columnist took the Sona too literally. He said 


knows that the story could never have happened,” 
the columnist wrote with the seriousness of a 
mortician. “A paper boat can stay afloat no more 
than five minutes. It immediately soaks up water 
and sinks." The column concludes that the story 
"is nothing but a tall tale.” Perfectly correct, ex- 
cept that he is swinging his fists in the wind. 

‘A cleric, not known for being parsimonious 
with words, has written a homily based on paper 
boats. In a variation on the same theme, this cleric 
said that “it does tax one’s credulity to hear of 
boys from Payatas going down to the Pasig to 
make their leters float downstream or upstream 
in order to reach the President.” 

"The cleric's reaction convinces me that Di- 
vine Providence is judicious in distributing His 
gifts of clarity and sensitivity to language. He 
can withhold these gifts from those, including 
His ministers, who are incapable of sensitivity 
to the unstated flavor of language. Such gifts are 
wasted on them. Clerics have proven they are 
better at mobilizing people at Edsa than at read- 
ing tea leaves, or at writing commentaries on 
secular public affairs. 

‘The bane of using the tools of language—such 
as metaphor—to create political symbols is that 
one is likely to create laughter where none is in- 
tended, or to be serious when symbolic expres- 
sion eludes understanding. In this country, it is 


Those paper boats 
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the three boys asked for an outright dole or 
wished to be given the winning lotto number, 
even if their abject condition would have justi- 
fied extravagant wishing. 

What they asked for, instead, were the means 
to achieve their dreams. One wanted a job for 
his father. Not charity, but employment. One 
wanted a college education. Again, not charity 
but a hand up so he could have the means to 
provide for his family in the future. And the last 
wanted the government to close down the 
Payatas dump and relocate the families there to 
а better, cleaner place. Not charity, even if it 
‘would mean the provision of free or low-cost 
housing, but merely an environment where, in 
good health, safety and security, they could take 
their fate in their own hands. 

T've always been touched and impressed by 
how simple and sincere are the poor’s "de- 
mands” when and if they're given the chance to 
articulate them. I remember one TV show where 
poor housewives were asked to write to the host 
and express a wish. When called to receive their 
prizes, the winners would invariably be teary- 
eyed and nearly speechless with gratitude. What 
struck me was the utter simplicity and practi- 
cality of these wishes: a gas stove for a lola who 
wanted to earn some money selling banana cue, 
an iron and ironing board for a laundress who 
needed them for her livelihood, an electric fan 
for a mother who said her asthmatic son needed 
it so he could sleep peacefully. 

BEYOND WHAT Jayson, Erwin and Jomar wrote in 
their letters, and whether these letters indeed floated 
down the Pasig River, what deserves noting is how 


Antique finds 


the beginning of a fairly tale or legend—when 
columns had to be typed out on a manual 
typewriter or a hard copy churned out of a dot- 
matrix printer and physically brought to a 
newspaper office. In time, diskettes could be sent 
saving everyone the trouble of encoding text and 
adding mistakes in copy that had little or none at 
all. Then the fax machine came and columnists 
could send their copy from home or even half 
the world away, but this was problematic due to 
missing lines, faulty transmission, blurred copy 
ormistakes in encoding. Finally, we have e-mail 
which is faster, has spell and grammar check and 
enters the newspaper system without encoding. 
While things have become easier for me these. 
days, | miss chats and merienda with editors and 
colleagues, However, it is still necessary to drop 
by the editorial offices once in a quarter io collect 
snail mail and, more importantly, paychecks. 

My pigeon hole at the Inquirer is usually 
stuffed on each visit and, aside from the junk mail 
and “praise releases,” there are usually books that 
make the trip worthwhile, Most fascinating —and 
timely—was a package from the National Geo- 
graphic on a documentary that wil be aired on 

junday, July 29 at 9 p.m. titled, “The Quest for 
Noah's Flood.” As usual, this revolves around 
Dr. Robert Ballard, the National Geograp! 
Society explorer-in-residence, who is famous for 
discovering the wreckage of the Titanic. Recently, 
he set off to find two Japanese midget subma- 
rines that figured in the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
but returned empty-handed. 

This time Ballard explores the Black Sea 
search of ancient shipwrecks. This is quite 
timely in the Philippines today because our seas 
have become happy hunting grounds for "sal 
vage expeditions.” The search for Spanish gal- 
leons loaded with silver and other treasures has 
now expanded. А few months ago the remains 
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of a Chinese junk or some Southeast Asian ves- 
sel were found in Zambales. This would not 
have been newsworthy except that people in the 
area made a killing selling off the cargo—Ori 
ental ceramics from China, Thailand and Viet- 
nam that predate the arrival of Magellan in 1521. 
Thus, the underwater archaeological site has 
been plundered before the National Museu: 
could study it and safeguard any unique pieces. 
This precious cargo has been dispersed through 
the lucrative antiques trade in Manila despite 
close watch by the Coast Guard and local po- 
lice. Unlike Ballard whose Institute of Explo- 
ration uses high-tech sonar, computers and ro- 
botic submersible technology, our fishermen 
have been diving without protective gear using 
‘oxygen pumped through a garden hose from an 
air compressor! Unlike Ballard who is just in- 
terested in exploring the deep and clocking in 
achievements, our divers have deprived us of 
traces of pre-colonial trade, 

Ballard's discoveries have always been ruined 
by undersea termites that consumed all wooden 
structures including those in the Titanic. He read 
а book about the "dead zone” in the Black Sea, 
am area deep down that has no oxygen and no 
life forms. With no underwater termites, this area 
was one big preservation tank that could hold 
countless ancient ships. While looking for these 
ancient wrecks, he found evidence of human 
habitation in the Black Sea that seems to con- 
firm a controversial new theory that the Black 


necessary to rub our skin with emery paper when 
‘we wake up in the morning to convince ourselves 
that we still have a sense of touch. 

"The main issue in the Sona is not the story of 
the paper boats. The most important aspect of 
the Presidents speech is that for the first time in 
the history of the Sona, presidential goals are 
identified and quantified. The goals have dead- 
lines for completion, and the costs are stated. In 
doing so, the Sona makes the President account- 
able for results at the end of the day. 

Costings should have been the main focus of 
criticism and it may be said that although Angara 
had constructed an inappropriate metaphor, he 
did touch the heart of the debate by raising ques- 
tions over the costs, over sources of money and 
over whether the treasury can afford them. These 
are valid questions that should refocus the de- 
bate on the costs rather than squandering time 
and effort on firing at paper boats. 

The emphasis of the reactions on the paper 
boats is a manifestation of the tendency in Fili- 
pino politics to nit-pick on the trivial rather than 
1o attack the substance of policy and programs 
spelled out in the Sona. Nit-picking is what most 
of the reactions are about. 

T referred at the beginning to ponderous or 
pompous reactions. Sen. Blas Ople, for example, 
reacted that the response of the opposition was 
the “guns of August,” alluding to the outbreak 
of World War I in August 1914. Ople's reaction 
shot down right away the President's call for a 
one-year truce from carping criticism. Ople's 
reaction was a call for all-out political trench 
warfare where there are no prisoners taken. 

If the markets dipped day after the Sona, the 
cause does not Не in extemal factors. The reason 
is that the market was nervous over the prospects 
of the guerrilla war between the govemment and 
the opposition over its national agenda. The mar- 
kets foresee a national agenda encountering а 
scorched-earth policy by the opposition, unless 
issues-oriented opposition leaders take charge by 
putting to pasture loose cannons like Ople. 

The President did not have to take pains to ex- 
plain the parable of the paper boats. Explanation 
is an effort that is wasted on humorless people. 


their messages reached their intended recipient. 

The NGO organizers who asked the children 
from Payatas to fold their letters into boats and send 
them down the river to Malacafiang may have seen 
it only as a symbolic gesture. But this act of faith 
and hope, covered by the media and reported on 
this paper's front page, managed to grab the 
President's attention. 

{As this paper noted, the brouhaha over “the par- 
able of the paper boats” at least proved that Presi- 
dent Macapagal reads the papers, the InoumER in 
particular. But Christian Esguerra, who reported the 
story, keenly observed that he “didn't think the 
message would reach” the President, and if she did, 
that "she would ignore it 

Instead, despite the many troubles of this nation, 
from the Abu Sayyaf kidnappings, a falling peso 
rate and noisy agitation for a minimum wage i 
crease, the President still found the time and en- 
ergy to take note of what the three boys from Payatas 
wanted to tell her. More importantly, she immedi- 
ately grasped the meaning of the message. That what 
they wanted of government was, in sum, what ev- 
ery Filipino wanted. A responsive President is the 
least we can wish for this nation, at this time. 
STILL on symbols, the media have gone to town 
comparing the fate of the three boys to that of 
another potent symbol of poverty during the 
Ramos administration. 

Plucked once more from the obscurity and 
ignominy of his poverty, Mang Pandoy made a 
powerful statement, indeed, about the failure of 
government to significantly uplift his state after 
his 15 minutes of fame were over. But what it 
only proves, to my mind, is how poorly the gov- 
ernment television channel pays its talents. Or 
how quickly money flows through the fingers of 
someone unused to managing resources. 

Will Jayson, Jomar and Erwin suffer the same 
fate as Mang Pandoy? Only if they expect their 
abject poverty to be transformed into entitlement. 
My hope for the three is that they will learn a dif- 
ferent lesson from Mang Pandoy. That one’s fate 
is subject as much to one's will and doing, as it is to 
the winds and waves of the fickle Pasig River. 


Sea was transformed from a fresh water lake toa 
brackish sea by a cataclysmic flood some time in 
5,500 BCE. A flood so terrible that survivors 
talked about it until it entered legend. Perhaps 
this is Noah's Great Flood. Unfortunately, ex- 
plorers generate more questions than answers, 
pushing the parameters of knowledge further. 

Back in the Philippines, there has been a re- 
newed interest in the old town of Taal that lies 
under that serene lake by Taal Voleano. While 
we go to Tagaytay to enjoy the cool area and 
admire the view, we do not realize that there is 
much history and archaeology waiting to be un- 
covered from that lake. 

More relaxing than “The Quest for Noah's 
Flood” and the quest for our pre-colonial past that 
lies underwater were two CDs sent by the Pioneer 
Insurance and Surety Corp. I thought It was a pro- 
motional gimmick io get me to buy an insurance 
policy but then there were no strings attached to. 
the CDs that featured Grupo Kuerdas, a group 
formed in 1998 to introduce more Filipino listen- 
rs o string ensemble-playing. The CDs are called 
"The Filipino Soul” and unlike those Jesuit tapes 
containing mood music for prayer, these contain. 
а selection of Filipino music from the 1890s to 
the 19505. Naturally, there are kundimans here, 
but what made my heart leap were two previously 
unrecorded pieces by Julio Nakpil, the husband 
of Andres Bonifacio's widow Gregoria de Jesus, 

have long wanted to have a recording of his 
‘Marangal na Dalit ng Katagalugan” which, as I 
have written about in previous columns, could 
have become our national anthem if Emilio 
Aguinaldo had not become president of the First 
е Republic. 1 guess this compilation of 
iscful not just for a historian but for Fili- 

pinos trying to find their roots 


Comments are welcome at ambeth@admu, 
edu 


Can we feed birds outside 
our smog-bound malls? 


MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL—Toss our malls—ShoeMart, Robinsons, 
Ayala, Gaisano—into the Mall of America here. With its 8.4 kilometers 
of stores, plus over 12,000 employees, there'd be room to spare. 

That impresses the promdi passerby, like me and the wife, for ex- 
ample. But there's something more significant. 

Just outside this largest indoor mall in North America, beyond sprawl- 
ing parking lots are 
cool, clear green == еек == 
Spaces and trees. COMMENTARY- 

You can inhale == 
crisp, clean bracing 
lead-free air. 

That's unlike the 
Central Department 
Store at smog-blan- 
keted Lard Prao in Bangkok. Or equally fume-loaded SM, down by 
Cebu's port area or Makati. 5 

(Gassed by a noxious cocktail of lead, sulphur dioxide and micro- 
scopic fragments wafted in the air, kids in Jakarta or Manila, can lose as 
mach as five IQ points, the World Health Organization and UN Envi- 
ronment Program warn.) 

Ifso-minded, you can also feed the birds—robins, cardinals, thrushes, 
etc., plus those hardy denizens you sec in London's Trafalgar Square; 
St. Mark's piazza in Venice or the rooftops of uptown Manhattan's apart- 
ments: the pigeons. 

Unbidden, the haunting melody from the Broadway play “Mary 
Poppins” echoes in one’s mind: "Feed the birds, two pence а bag/two 
pence.. 

The difference is crucial. In Philippine cities, birds must Пу through 
а gauntlet of slingshots, air-guns, pollution. But the most lethal of all 
threats remains that of crass official disdain. It tolerates wholescale dev- 
astation of their habitats. 

Thus, our swifts and swallows have long disappeared, along with 
birds endemic only to Cebu like the siloy or black shama; flower-pecker 
dicaeum quadricolor or the graybird. "Worse, 1 have seen birds that will 
never sing again,” Cebu columnist Roy Lu once wrote. 

This dates me. But my grandchildren, Camille, Adrian and Alexia, 
have never seen what fascinated me as a kid in short pants: hawks div- 
ing to snatch chicks from frantic hens in outlying Cebu barrios. 

They are poorer for this loss, I wryly thought as I watched recently, 
on a steppe outside Ulaan-Baatar, dozens of hawks soaring in the cold 
clear Mongolian skies. 

In fact, the scaring image of a hen sheltering her chicks was used by 
the Master from Galilee, to illustrate—in Dante's words—“the love 
that moves the sun, the moon and other stars.” 

There are woolly headed nature buffs here too. But most have been 
taught to see birds—and other species for that matter—as vital links in 
an interlocking system. Birds perform critical vital functions: from curb- 
ing of insects to scattering of seeds. 

In the shrinking North Negros Forest Reserve, for example, a Uni- 
versity of British Columbia study estimates: 20 percent of the thin 
timber stands would fail to regenerate, if fruit eating birds were 
hunted to extinction. But that's about the killing rate today in the 
Reserve. 

Like rivers, birds make up a unique and sensitive early warning sys- 
tem. When rivers dry up, or birds vanish, "they signal"—as the Philip- 
pine Red Data Book notes—“the environment is under such stress that 
species, which lived in them for thousands of years, can no longer sur- 
vive: 

The problem is regionwide, the Asian Development Bank and the 
United Nations stress in their just-released joint study: State of the En- 
vironment in Asia and the Pacific. 

"The most seriously threatened bird species of the region include the. 
crested ibis, the Philippine monkey-eating eagle and the blue-winged 
racquet parrot,” the report says. 

"Thailand, Java and the central islands of the Philippines have expe- 
rienced extensive conversion of their natural habitats,” the study adds. 
“About two-thirds of Asian wildlife habitats have already been de- 
stroyed.” And 70 percent of Indo-Malayan ecosystems have been 
stripped of their vegetation 

"Today, the Philippines ranks fourth, among countries in Asia, with 
the most number of threatened bird species,” the competent ecological 
reporter Liberty Pinili has written. 

Ош of the 323 bird species in Asia under threat, 69 are in the Philip- 
pines, Pinili adds. This vests, on us, the dubious title of “No. 4 in the 
extinction hotspot list. 

Ironically, the Philippines is among 17 nations Pro 
with megadiversity in species. The seven of the 17 are in Asia, namely: 
Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea—and 
the Philippines. Does abundance invite wastage? 

Yet, no bird, animal, fish or plant slides into extinction alone, Dr. 
Norman Meyers of Oxford University somberly notes. When they go, 
they drag along with them unique genes—the building blocks of life. 

Genes are spliced into “miracle rice,” or high-yielding corn or 
Dolly the sheep. No one knows which gene we'll need to survive 
tomorrow. “Only a limited number of species have been cata- 
logued,” ADB says. "Even abundant species also experience ge- 
netic erosion." 

Other problems, like Jose Velarde or the Abu Sayyaf, are not final. 
They can be corrected. They are reversible. 

Not so with the loss of species, like birds. This is irreversible snuff- 
ing out of unique life forms. Extinction is Forever. 

"And what is there to life if a man cannot hear the lonely cry of the 
whippoorwill,” asked the mythical Chief Seattle. "I all the (birds) were 
gone, men would die from a great loneliness of spirit.” 


Juan L. Mercado 


Ss. 
Bloody reputation 


"The interesting thing about the tobacco industry is that its repu- 
tation is already so bloody, it takes a lot for people to be shocke 

— Tobacco Products Liability Project chair Richard Daynard, doubting if 
Philip Morris would suffer a backlash from the company's report that 
‘premature death oj smokers represent health cost savings 


Well-equipped agency 

“What you need now is a body that has the bullet, the ammuni- 
tion, the tools to be able to cool down the market, and that would be 
the central bank.’ 
—Union Bank president Victor Valdepenas, urging the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas to stem the peso’s plunge 


Should have beens 

“It sometimes takes a tragedy to prick our conscience about what 
ош priorities should have been." 
—Mines and Geosciences Bureau regional director Neoman dela Cruz on 
the tragedy in Baguio asa result of unheeded geological hazard warnings 


Directionless 


"The government seems to be drifting, without any direction." 
— Congressional Budget and Planning Office director general Romulo 
Neri 
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Removing gimmickry (7 


Filipino genius 


from ‘rolling stores’ 


IN ORDER for President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo's “1,000 rolling 
stores” to achieve something for the 
urban poor beyond gimmickry 
(which is what many of us re- 
member of them as linked to 
previous presidents since Ferdinand 
Marcos) the system needs im- 
provement by more than being a 
government project. 

But some observations. First, 
when a rolling store is assigned to 
visit a community, say, on a Mon- 
day, the poor don't always have the 

ney to pay for the "basic neces- 
sities.” On the day they haye the 
money, the rolling stores are not 
there. Second, from experience, the 
middle-class families were the ones 
‘mostly patronizing these mobile 
stores. This information came from 
the National Food Authority people 
operating the rolling stores. 

‘The National Consumer Affairs 
Council with its implementing agen- 
cies, namely the Department of 
‘Trade and Industry, Department of 
Agriculture, Department of Health, 


Department of Education, Culture 
and Sports, created a task force to 
study other options. The involve- 
ment of the business sector, NGO 
community, cooperative training 
centers, Church and government 
were elicited. The task force sug- 
gested, with the approval of some 
NGOs in the communities, that the 
store outlets should be based in the 
communities they are supposed to 
serve, run by trained NGO volun- 
teers accepted and trusted by the 
‘community, by the parishes, selected 
family heads willing to be trained 
and work with the NFA rolling 
stores with redefined functions. No 
additional funds are needed more 
than what the NFA has been spend- 
ing. Definitely less. 

Through the DTI, a network of 
producers and manufacturers com- 
mitted to supply a 10-item essential 
commodities needed by the urban 
poor every day at great discount 
prices. The Generic Association of 
the Philippines promised to include 
beyond the 10-essential items “over 
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the counter” quality, cheap medi- 
cines. The DOH and health NGOs 
promised to provide free medical 
services in the community-based 
health centers. 

‘There are some bureaucratic kinks 
‘acquired from old habits among other 
government agencies but they can 
easily be streamlined especially 
when President Macapagal puts se- 
riousness above gimmickry in her 
programs for the poor. 

‘The guiding principle is to place 
the final service and responsibility 
of the traditional rolling stores (but 
no longer mobile) in the hands of 
the communities and the govern- 
ment bureaus, parishes, business 
sector, Church and NGOs playing 
only supportive rolcs—RAUL E. 
SEGOVIA, chair, Citizens Al 
ance for Consumer Protection; 
vice chair, National Consumer 
Affairs Council, 2864C Zamora 
St, Pasay City 


No underhanded deals in Palawan power project 


ALLOW me to react to the column of 
Neal Cruz on July 25 alleging that the 
“first seam on the Palawan gas project 
(is) already underway.” 

Cruz's column refers to accusa- 
tions made by Nicanor Sta. Cruz Jr., a 
casual employee at the Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan in Palawan, The com- 
plaint referred to, the second that Sta. 
Cruz has made against me and the pro- 
vincial council, was filed 13 days be- 
fore the May 14 local and national 
elections. The first suit was dismissed 
by the Ombudsman's Office for lack 
of merit. We expect this one to suffer 
the same fate. 

Since 1997, the provincial gov- 
ernment has been pursuing a power 
development program hinged on 
greater private sector participation, in 
View of our very limited finances and 
the inadequate power supply in the 
province. With every year that 
passed, the need became more com- 
pelling as the province began to in- 
termittentiy suffer three- to four-hour 
power outages, This is still the situa- 
tion today. 


My predecessor, Gov. Salvador P. 
Socrates, earnestly pursued the power 
development program. Initial talks 
were held with power companies, 
among them a division of Wesco Dis- 
tribution Inc., a New York-based, pub- 
licly listed utility. The joint-venture 
agreement with the Western Power 
Corp., the subsidiary formed by 
Wesco for its Philippine ventures, re- 
sulted from years of negotiations that 
ensued when the US-based firm con- 
vinced then Governor Socrates about 
its capability to undertake a power 
generation and distribution project. 
Despite the sense of urgency to alle- 
iate the sorry state of our province's 
power situation, we made sure to es- 
tablish the legal basis of our power 
project partnership. 

Tt was only last January that all le- 
gal requirements were complied with, 
enabling me to execute the joint-ven- 
lure agreement with WPC. 1 must 
stress that my name appears as stock- 
holder of the Palawan Energy Devel- 
ортеп Corp. (Pedco), a joint-venture. 
firm of the provincial government of 


Palawan and WPC, in my official ca- 
pacity as governor. This is true for all 
provincial officials named as directors. 
of Pedco. 

TL may benefit your readers to know 
that under the Corporation Code, only 
natural persons may form corpora- 
tions. Thus, the practice of assigning 
nominees to joint-venture undertak- 
ings. 

T stand by the legal and moral ba- 
sis for our power development pro- 
gram, as will be manifested through 
Pedco. 1 trust that the Ombudsman 
will be fair and judicious in determin- 
ing this. 

Asalways, | submit to the majesty 
of the law. After all, our only inten- 
tion isto provide for the development 
and upliftment of our economic con- 
dition in Palawan, which is the call of 
governance. | believe that the people 
of Palawan are with me in this en- 
deavor, despite desperate machina- 
tions by some political quarters 
against my integrity. —MARIO 
JOEL T. REYES, governor, Puerto 
Princesa City, Palawan 


1 GOT the same e-mail Rina 
Jimenez-David put out the other 
week, the one written by one 
Mustafa Idrees in Arab News, а 
Jeddah-based newspaper, which 
carries a Filipino Page to cater to 
Se huge Fino comer ir 

"We have Filipino workers" is a 
sign you'll see in some shops and 
trucks in Saudi Arabia. The adver- 
tisement derives from the fact that 
Filipinos are highly skilled, 
hardworking and get along well with 
people. A contrast apparently with 
Arab workers, who do not possess 
the same virtues. The sign guaran- 
tees that a job will be done well, or 
indeed done at all. Who knows?— 
ask Idrees. One doy, they might even 
see the sign on toilets. That might 
be the only way they could guaran- 
tee those toilets would be clean. 

It warms the heart, as does an- 
other e-mail I got listing Filipino 
inventions and accomplishments. 
‘The list is long, and Ican only give 
a sampling: 

Diosdado Banatao helped de- 
velop GUI (graphical user inter- 
face), without which computer 
screens would now be able to reg- 
ister only text. Abelardo Aguilar, 
doctor from Iloilo, co-discovered 
Erythromycin, Maria Carlita Rex- 
Doran produced a concoction from 
ampalaya that treats diabetes and 
HIV infection, which won for her 
the World Intellectual Property 
gold medal in 1989. Ramon Barba 
discovered that spraying mango 
trees with potassium nitrate in- 
duced flowering all-year round, 
making the Philippines a leading 
exporter of mangoes and mango 
products. Rodolfo Aquino helped 
develop the IRS, the rice strain that 
sparked the Green Revolution. 

On а lighter note, Filipinos in- 
vented the commercial fluorescent 
lamp. the karaoke (yes, despite the 
Japanese’s claim to it) and Fili- 
pino-Americans are the most wired 
ethnic group in the United States — 
64 percent of Asian-Americans are 
“netizens” while 85 percent of Fili- 
pino-Americans are. Filipinos are 
also the preferred OFWs in many 
countries. 

What does ай this mean? Well, 
two things. 

First, the Filipino obviously 
does noi lack talent. There is no 
truth to the rumor that our capac- 
ity to make a mess of this country 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


comes from genes. The Filipino is 
monumentally inventive, which 
should be obvious from the way he 
has transformed the jeep into the 
jeepney. That transformation shows 
that the Filipino cannot just do things 
well but that he can do things in style. 
The jeepney adds not only whole new 
dimensions to the utility of the jeep— 
itseats more, at the very least —it also 
adds whole new dimensions to its aes- 
thetics. Or at least, it improves on its 
dullness, as some people may be aes- 
thetically assailed by the gaudiness of 
the jeepney's designs (and lighting, 
especially at night) and loudness of 
its boom boxes. Folk art, it's been 
called, and it's a preity apt descrip- 
tion of it. OF course, the jeepney also 
belches not very colorful soot and 
causes traffic snarls that are colorful 
only in the language everyone gets to 
use, but that is another story. 

The Filipino's capacity for impro- 
visation, or playing things by ear, i 
legend. The “playing things by ear” 
is quite literal, Filipino musicians be- 
ing one of the country's premium ex- 
ports to Asia. The sign, “We Have 
Filipino Workers,” in Saudi Arabia 
hasa counterpart in many Asian coun- 
tries, which is, "Filipino band play- 
ing tonight.” That is a guarantee of 
satisfaction, a Filipino band not 
merely being able to play (Western) 
music exceptionally well but being 
able to field alimost any request. Just 
hum the tune to the band, as they say 
in Bangkok and Jakarta, and they'll 
be able to play it 

Unfortunately, the Filipino does 
not always use his capacity for inven- 
tiveness and improvisation for useful 
ends. He uses it as well to lie, cheat 
and steal. Or more commonly, he uses 
it to get around corners. Sometimes 
to an astonishing degree: He will go 
to contortions to get around the law 
when following the law is in fact 
easier. He will, for example, go to 
great lengths to find a “contact” in the 
LTC when lining up to get a license 
Or to register a car is so much faster. 
The concept that the shortest distance. 
between two points is a straight line 


is often alien tous. 

"Which brings me to the second 
point. The Filipino does not lack 
for inventiveness and improvisa- 
tion, the Filipino is able to accom- 
plish great things, the Filipino has 
gotten very far ahead while work- 
ing abroad. So why isn't he able to 
do so in his own country? Why 
does he succeed only in making a 
mess of his own country? 


tem. You put the Filipino in a sys- 
tem where talent and hard work, 
and not connections, are valued: 
you put the Filipino in a system 
where accomplishment and good 
work, and not social status, are re- 
warded; you put the Filipino in a 
system where obeying the law, and 
not finding a way to skirt it, is co 

sidered wa-is oreven cool; the Fil 

pino will put his inventiveness and 
improvisational abilities to good 
use. He will get far ahead in life— 
as he has in other countries. He will 


be an asset to the community—as ЧЁ 


he has been in other countries. 

‘The most wasteful thing in life 
is talent wasted. It is a person lav- 
ished with gifis throwing away those 
gifts in a life of dissolution and 
drunkenness. Which is what makes 
what we've done to ourselves dou- 
bly tragic. It is not just that we have 3 
made a mess of things, it is that we 
have done so when we are perfectly ^ 
capable of carving outa magnificent 
edifice fit for the gods. It is a friend 
of mine who pointed out to me that "| 
before the War, we had amahs, or , 
Chinese maids while today the Chi- ^| 
nese (in Hong Kong and elsewhere) 
have Filipino maids. We are capable. 
of being masters, but we insist on 
being servants. 

But 1 do not despair that 
things can be better. The same in- 
ventiveness and capacity for im- 
provisation that we are now put- 
ting to ће most execrable uses 
we can still harness to better } 
ends, That is not just a job for 
our leaders, that is a job for our- 
selves. Of course, we can always 
use our own inventiveness and 
capacity for improvisation to 
find excuses not to do it, or to 7 
wait till others do it. Or we can 
start doing it ourselves. 

‘The choice is ours. 

eee 

Comments are welcome at 

dequirosQvasia.com 
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Sri Lanka reopens airport 


COLOMBO-—Sri Lanka’s 
only international airport 
reopened on Wednesday, a 
day after a suicide attack by 
Tamil Tiger rebels destroyed 
passenger jets and closed the 
airport, stranding several 
thousand tourists. 

President Chandrika Kuma- 
ratunga, facing growing opposition 
to her rule, appealed for political 
support to end the ethnic war 

‘The first plane to land was 
SriLankan Airlines flight UL 679 
with 160 passengers from Sydney. 
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Rebs posed as travelers 


lOLOMBO, Sri Lanka—  Katunayake Air Base, 30km north 
essed like travelers, the 13 men об the capital of Colombo, There 
the roadside stand drank tea, they began stealthy preparations 
snacks, chatted, read news- that culminated six hours later in a 
pers and waited for 9:45 p.m. devastating attack on the base and 
"That's when the power was the airport that leftall of them dead. 
theduled to go out Monday night They destroyed or damaged 14 
Katunayake, where Sri Lanka's military aircraft and passenger 
ly intemational airport is lo- planes, killed seven military per- 
цой, as is a major air base. A sonnel and struck a hard blow to 
‘uppical island, Sri Lankadepends Sri Lanka's ourist-based economy. 
ohrain to generateelectricity,and Piece by piece, area residents, 
the recent lack of monsoons had policemen, military officers and 
fórced rolling power cuts. taxi drivers filled in the picture. 
| That’s when the Tamil Tiger of how it happened: the fiercest 
bels made their move. attack in the 18 years since the. 
i advantage of the dark- — rebels began fighting fora h 
пёзз, the rebels headed to an aban- land for Sri Lanka's 3.2 million 
dbned soccer field next to ethnic Tamil minority. АР 


Climate deal 
approved 
after drama 


BONN—A nëmes political deal on the UN's 
Kydto Protocol was formally adopted on 
Wednesday by signatory countries after facing 
last-minute Russian demands for more conces- 
sionb, delegates said. are oe 
the package was adopted by a plenary ses- x : 1 i К, 

sion|of senior officials after a marathon negotia- , i 

tion round by environment ministers. 

"The deal features big concessions by the Eu- 
ropen Union to Australia, Canada, Japan and 
Rusgia that weakened the climate-change pact 
but {least enabled it to survive after its rejeo- 
tion by the United States in March, 

The EU environment commissioner, Margot 
Wallstrom, hailed what she said was the "vic- 
tory of multilateralism over unilateralism.” 

She said: "The international community has 
sentia very strong message to the United States" 
and [JS President George W. Bush. 

But the package had to steer around final 
demjnds from Russia, which pushed for extra 
condessions on the question of forest "sinks," 
опе bf the Protocol's hardest-fought arenas, Ar- 
CIT Raoul Estrada said. 


‘The aircraft had been diverted to 
Madras in India just before it was to 
have landed at almost the exact time 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) rebels launched their attack. 
early on Tuesday. 

Officials said at least 13 Tamil 
rebels and seven military person- 
nel were killed in the attack. 

State television said seven sus- 
pects had been arrested and 
Kumaratunga appointed a high- 
ranking áir force officer to head an 
inquiry. 

‘May I appeal to all parties to 
put aside pettiness and anger . 
What is at stake here is the nation’s 


future,” Kumaratunga told the na- 
tion on state television at the end 
of a harrowing seven days for the 
country. 

Kumaratunga, who suspended 
parliament this month before a no- 
confidence vote in her minority 
government, said her political op- 
ponents should work with her to 
“end the challenge of terrorism.” 

SriLanka Airlines chief execu- 
tive Peter Hill said the next week 
would be difficult for the com- 
pany. “We'll have to cobble 
schedules together and see how it. 
goes," he said. 

He added it would take several 


days to clear the backlog of about 
2,000 tourists who were to have 
flown out on Tuesday. 

The extent of the fighting was 
immediately brought home to the 
arriving passengers as they taxied 
by the charred wreckage of three 
SriLankan Airlines Airbuses. 

The airline also had three planes 
damaged, reducing its fleet to six 
Airbuses. 

The attack, tales of passengers 
fleeing for their lives amid gunfire 
and bomb blasts and images of the. 
burned-out planes will wreak fur- 
ther damage to the island's tourist 

Reuters 


Rijssia also raised questions about access to 
the abcord's trade mechanisms, another head- 
ache |ssue. But both challenges will be addressed 
in supplementary documents and adoption of 
the deal was not affected. 

Iffapproved, these demands would have fur- 
ther sapped Kyoto as a tool for tackling danger- 
‘ous emissions of "greenhouse" gases, and con- 
ferente chairman Jan Pronk sternly warned he 
моц not accept backsliding. 

"llam here to safeguard the integrity of the 
politipal agreement," he told delegates. 

Tijat tone found an echo from European Un- 
ion ahd developing countries, which spelt out 
their Eommitment to the deal. 

Koto commits 38 industrialized countries to 
‘cuttilg their emissions of carbon-rich gases back 
to 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by a 2008- 
2012itimeframe. 

Sdientists say these gases, mainly the 
byprgduct of industrialization, are causing the 
Еап} to warm, with potentially disastrous ef- 
fectsion the global climate system for future 
genelations. AFP 


Studies boost 
hope there's 
water on Mars 


PARÍS— Hopes that water may exist in big quan- 
titiesioutside the Earth are boosted by new stud- 
ies püblished yesterday which suggest Mars has - 
vast {су deposits lurking close to its surface, Е ii TR re DE : d 
whil Callisto, one of Jupiter's moons, has a SM 
deep fubterranean ocean. : 

Géologists at Brown University, Rhode Is- Y 
land. believe pictures of pitted, hummocky ter- E $ 
rain daptured by Nasa's Mars Global Surveyor у", Cera ponte’. fal 
obi Indicate shallow reservolis of ice ust B i Bees OF os M. 
below the dusty martian surface. н ыза аласала асве 

‘Tife layer occurs in the planet's mid-latitudes, 
in Байз between 30 and 60 degrees, they report 
in Nafure, the British science weekly. 

Тег calculation is that the reservoir is the 
equivalent of a layer of water between 10 and 40 
ст dep covering the entire planet, 

fits this evidence with previous mod- 
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Ngayon, mas madaling magkaroon ng'inyong maaasahang sasakyang 
pang-negosyo, the Mitsubishi Canter FE515 at FE635. Matatag, praktikal at ngayon, 
may financing plan na magaan sa bulsa. 
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els of Mars’ climate, the geologists suggest the 
reserfoir had been created during the red plan- 
et's låst ice age, 100,000 years ago. 

Separately, a study by Javier Ruiz at Madrid's 
Universidad Complutense contends the cratered 
and fitted surface of Callisto, one of Jupiter's 
four lig moons, may conceal a deep ocean, 

His conclusion is based on a reappraisal of 
data ffom a flyby by the spacecraft Galileo, which 
detecjed a magnetic field around the moon, 

Excited researchers initially believed that this 
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field аз caused by an ocean of salt water whose 
dynafpic, fluctuating currents were conducting 
an elgetric current 

Bit these hopes were dashed when calcula- 
tions based on the rate at which Callisto's sur- 
face donvects heat, seemed to show that any sub- 
surfade ocean would have frozen solid long ago. 

Bát Ruiz says in Nature, those calculations are 
m ‘The chilly moon is probably coated with a 
hard фу shell, which would prevent heat loss, and 
this would skew the convection arithmetic. AFP. 
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CUSTOM MADE FISH REUTERS. 


А Taiwanese giri looks at a tank full of painted fish 
used to attract visitors during an exhibition in Taipei 
July 26. The fish are individually hand-painted with 
dyes that last up to two or three years. 


China frees 
US scholars 
convicted 
of spying 


BEIJING—China yesterday freed two US-based 
scholars convicted of spying on medical parole just 
two days ahead of a visit by US Secretary of State 
Colin Powell, US and Chinese officials said. 

Gao Zhan, who was amested in February with her 
husband and five-year-old son while on a family holiday 
in China, boarded a plane in Beijing headed for Detroit 
yesterday moming, a US Embassy official said. 

She left on Northwest Airlines flight NW88 at 
9:10 a.m. and was due to land in Detroit at 10:05 a.m. 
local time, the official and one of her Chinese law- 
yers, Yuan Tao, said. 

“The court granted her medical parole. We saw 
her get on the flight,” Yuan said. 

* je (o the United States," 
said a senior State Department official in Hanoi trav- 
elling with Powell on his Asian tour. 

Qin Gunangguang, who was arrested in D&&éinber. 
оп a visit to China, was also released on medical 
parole, according to the Chinese foreign ministry. It 
was not immediately clear whether he had left China, 

А Northwest Airline official said Qin Guangguang, 
was not booked on same flight as Gao. 

‘The releases came a day after Beijing deported US 
citizen Li Shaomin who was convicted of spying on 
July 14. 

"The expulsion of Gao and the release of Qin, despite 
their convictions їй a swift rial Tuesday on charges of 
spying for Taiwan, removes a major iritant in US-China 
relations before Powell's visi on Saturday. 

‘Washington and Gao's lawyer had appealed for Gao's. 
release on humanitarian grounds, saying she had re- 
cently had to be hospitalized for heart problems. 

Qin also applied for release on humanitarian 
grounds. 

Powell hinted in Hanoi Wednesday that Gao and 
several other Chinese Americans held on spying charges 
in China in cases which have soured Sino-US relations 
could soon be freed on “humanitarian” grounds. 

Powell emerged from a meeting at a Hanoi hotel 
Wednesday with Chinese Foreign Minister Tang 
Jiaxuan in an upbeat mood. 

“We talked about some of the cases that have been. 
in the press. 1 am pleased that several of those cases 
are now on the way to resolution on humanitarian 
grounds," Powell told reporters. 

“You will see that in а quite obvious way within 
the next 24 or so hours.” 

А US Embassy spokesperson said the US govern- 
ment was pressing for the release of at least two 
others held. AFP 


US marine gets 
jail term for 
Okinawa arson 


TOKYO—A Japanese court yesterday sentenced а 
24-year-old US marine stationed in Okinawa to five. 
years in prison for setting fire to local bars and small. 
restaurants, 

‘The Naha District Court in Okinawa handed down 
the verdict to Lance Corporal Kurt Billie, who was 
arrested on Feb. 19 for the arson attacks, a court 
spokesperson said, 

"The crimes were vicious and caused tremendous 
‘damage to the property," said presiding judge Soichi 
Hayashida. 

Billie, according to the ruling, broke into two 
‘small restaurants in the early hours of Jan. 15 and set 
them on fire with а cigarette lighter 

He again broke into the same restaurants and three 


bars on Jan. 20 and burned walls and roofs with his , 


lighter. No one was injured in the attacks, 

Prosecutors had demanded the US Marine from 
Camp Hansen get seven years in jail, During the trial, 
Billie testified he set the fires to vent his frustrations, 
Kyodo News agency said 

Calls for the US military presence to be reduced 
or withdrawn altogether from the strategically 10- 
cated island chain have mounted following a series of 
alleged crimes involving US servicemen, 

On Wednesday, the 24-strong municipal assembly 
in Okinawa City, which hosts the sprawling Kadena 
US Air Base, unanimously approved a draft resolu- 

lemanding the United States and Japan impose a 

ight curfew and create off-limits areas for US 

ту personnel 

he draft followed Saturday's arrest of two US 
military personnel for separate cases of vandalism 
and the July 6 arrest of US Air Force Staff Spt 
Timothy Woodland, who has been charged with rap- 
ing Japanese woman in the parking Iot of a shop 
ping mall on June 29. FP 


THE PERFECT SHOPPING SPREE 
FROM THE POWER OF 3! 
UP T0 70% OFF 
WHEN YOU SHOP WITH 
EXPRESS TELLER’s EPS, 
BPI CREDIT CARDS AND EXPRESS GASH 


Now don't hold back. Because whether you 
go credit with BPI Credit Cards, debit with 
Express Teller's EPS, or pre-paid with 
Express Cash, you'll enjoy huge discounts 
and freebies as you hop from 
one merchant to the next. 


(paf) QA. Gots til 
Glebe, 4 


мен пивои ўздзе 


In addition, there аге over 150 merchants 
with more than 700 stores that are giving 
big discounts and free giveaways up. 
to September 30, 2001. 


And that's not all. You may also get chance 
to win a free trip to Bangkok, 
HongKong or Singapore! 

With pocket money for more 
shopping, of course. 


Truly.a fully-loaded shopping spree. 
Only from the Power of 3. 


A PREMIUM OFFER: . 
THE BEST LAID INSURANCE 
PLANS WITH THE BEST RATES 
In store for you from Ayala Health, 
Ayala Life, Ayala Plans and FGU 
are investment opportunities you should 
really consider. Especially when 
they come with special rates 
and free gifts. 


4 HOUSE OF 
YOUR OWH. 
PLUS APPLIANCES 
^ AND FURNITURE TO 
TARE HOME 


With the Happy Family 
Housing Loan, this is indeed 
a dream come true. 

‘And, on top of that, nice 
housewarming gifts that go with 
your home-sweet-home. 


ONT LAG BEHIND, 
LOG ON TO BPi’s e-BANKING! 


Bank anytime, anywhere at your 
convenience with BPI's internet 
) banking sites: BPI Express 
=a Online - with the most extensive 


à me of internet banking services; E 


\é 


BPI Trade - for online, real-time trading in 2222528 
stocks and fixed income securities, — ОС 
ВРІ Direct - the country’s first and only phone ——— 25 
and internet bank; BPI ExpressLink - which offers corporate 
clients breakthrough technology solutions for their business needs. 


No wonder BPI was awarded by Global Finance as the best 
internet bank in the Philippines. 


Surf and sign up now. At the end of your visit, you might 
just bring home е souvenir: 
а BPI QUICKEN CD - FREE! 


ONLY AT THE MADNESS FRON 

THE HAPPY FAMILY AUTO LOAN: LOW, LOW 
RITEREST RAVES ӨЯ THE NEW HONBA GIVIGI 

An offer so irresistible, too tempting for you to pass up. 

To help you decide, why not check out the new Honda on display? 


But this might be the clincher: Avail of a Happy Family 
Auto Loan now and get а free over It stay 
and fine dining for 4 in a choice hotel! 


August 2, 2001 

Activity Center E 

ENROLL I €RECH-FREE, 
GET LUCKY? 


Paying your bills can be hassle-free 
when you pay Check-Free! 
Through the ExpressTeller ATM, 
Express Phone or Express Online 
Call and Enroll now! 


ost:spectacular Н And while at the MADNESS, visit the 
: Express Phone Kiosk and find out how 
sevent ever. X you can be the Lucky Caller of the 
Hour. You'll win an Express 
Cash card loaded with 
P 200 - FREE! 
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surprises! 
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Every transaction at any BPI booth entitlés you 
to one stamp. The more stamps you have, 
the more your chances of winning any of these 
\ rare commemorative pieces. 
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THE QUEEN IS DEAD pras 


A woman breaks into tears while paying her last 
respects over the body of Phoolan Devi, also known 
аз the "Bandit Queen," in New Delhi, July 26. Devi 
was shot dead outside her house by masked gunmen 
‘on Wednesday, ending a legend that began in poverty 
‘and rape, becoming a quest for revenge and ending 
with her election to parliament. 


US backs out 
of anti-germ 
warfare pact 


GENEVA—The United States announced Wednes- 
day it was giving up on nearly seven years of global 
talks to enforce the ban on germ warfare, the latest in 
a string of go-it-alone US positions. 

"In our assessment, the draft protocol would put 
‘and confidential business informa- 
chief negotiator Donald A. Mahley 

said, announcing the decision based on a thorough 
review of the 210-page document by US President 
George W. Bush's administration 

‘The United States will refuse to participate in further 
attempts 10 negotiate on the proposal, Mahley sai 
effectively killing the process, which requires consen- 
sus from everyone if the protocol is to be approved. 

"More drafting and modification of this text would, 
in our view, still not yield a result we could accept," 
Mahley said, 

‘The US decision, following Washington's rejection 
ofaclimate change accord and doubts about other arms- 
Control agreements, left а 56-nation negotiating forum 
in Geneva wondering what it could do to prevent devel- 
‘opment and use of biological weapons. 

"We may need a few days to reflect,” said Am- 
bassador Seiichiro Noboru, head of the Japanese 
delegation, 

Noboru said negotiators had to figure out how to 
bring the United States back on board because the pro- 
tocol "still presents the most realistic way to strengthen” 
the 1972 Biological Weapons Convention. 

“US participation is imperative for our task to set 
up stringent compliance measures,” he said, 

Tibor Toth, the Hungarian diplomat chairing the 
biological weapons negotiations that began in Janu- 
ary 1995, said he would examine the US position to 
see what could be done. 

Virtually all the other 55 countries have come out 
with statements supporting the draft proposal, al- 
though some are holding out for changes to be nego- 
tiated in thé next three weeks. 


Macedonia rebs to pull out 


TETOVO, Macedonia—Hours after thousands of Mac- 
cedonians fied the country’s second-largest city, fearing a 
major offensive against ethnic Albanian rebels there, the 
‘government announced that the insurgents had agreed to 
Withdraw. The agreement announced late Wednesday 
appeared to ease the threat of the offensive and revived 
hopes for a peaceful settlement to a conflict that has 
threatened to launch Macedonia into full-scale civil war. 
Tn recent days, the ethnic Albanian National Liberation 
Army overran four villages surrounding northem Tetovo 
‘and clashed with government troops at the city's out- 
skins in fierce fighting that broke a ceasefire that had 
held for more than two weeks. Macedonia's Defense 
Ministry said that under the deal worked out by Nato, 
the rebels would pull back from those villages by dawn 
yesterday. The agreement followed a government ul 

matum to the rebels to pull back or face an all-out 
assault AP 


Iraq fires at US spy plane 


WASHINGTON-— na fired a surface-to-air missile at 
an American U-2 spy plane over southern Iraq, reflect- 
ing a significant change in Iraqi strategy as i targets 
US and British planes patrolling its airspace, US offi- 
cials said. The US plane was not hit. The crew of the 
US aircraft was lying Wednesday as part of Operation 
Southern Watch, a joint US and British operation pn- 
trolling the no-fly zones over Iraq, Pentagon spokes- 
person Lt. David Gai said. Operation Southern Watch 
ia designed to protect Kurdish and Shiite groups against 
government forces. AP 


N. Korea's Kim in Russia 


VLADIVOSTOK, Russia—North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-il crossed into Russia's Far East yesterday to 
Start a marathon train journey to Moscow for a mest- 
ing with President Vladimir Putin, а customs spokes- 
person said, It normally takes seven days from the 
h Korean border to Moscow by train. Tass quoted 
ighly placed" sources as saying Kim was expected 
in the Russian capital by Aug. 4. Kim's trip to Russia, 

agreed during Putin's visit to North Korea-lst yean— 
has been shrouded in mystery. Reuters 


Hamas militant killed 


NABLUS, West Bank—lsrae! tracked and killed a Pal- 
estinian activist of the militant Islamic group Hamas on 
Wednesday in an attack that tured his car into mangled 
metal and prompted swift calis for revenge. Medical 
workers collected pieces of Salah Darwaza's body from 
the vehicle near the Al-Ayn refugee camp close to the 
Palestinian-controlled West Bank city of Nablus. Pales- 
tinian witnesses said it appeared four rockets or tanks 
shells hit the car. The Israeli Army said it carried out the 
attack, the latest in Israel's declared policy of “targeted 
killings" of Palestinian militants. Reuters. 
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| WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Luzon and Visayas will experience cloudy 
skies with scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms 
becoming, widespread over Bicol region and Eastern 
Visayas. The rest of the country will be partly cloudy to 
at times cloudy with isolated rainshowers and 
thunderstorms, "SOURCE PROASA 


slides in North, says GMA 


BAGUIO CITY—President Macapagal- 
Arroyo said it was illegal logging, not garbage, 
"which did the Cordillera in during the on- 
slaught of Typhoon Feria early this month. 
‘am asking the residents of Baguio to stop 
the cuttiig of pine trees. You will be contribut- 
ing to air pollution if you do that. You will also 
create landslides,” the President said in Filipino 
during an audience with typhoon victims at the 
fential mansion here on Wednesday. 
Who would have thought that Baguio 
‘would be flooded?” she said, referring to the 
‘massive flooding that affected this mountain 
city's central business district and its villages. 
“The City Camp Lagoon Village, which has 
not been flooded for four years, was submerged 
in more than 10 feet of floodwater on July 4, 
leaving hundreds of residents homeless. 
‘Ms Macapagal asked Cordillera residents 
to reforest their mountains to prevent the trag- 
edy of Ormoc City in Leyte 10 years ago when 


Kidnap suspect’ 


DAVAO CITY—The wife of Henry 
Hernandez, one of the arrested suspects in 
the abduction of 11-year-old Ryan James 
Yu in Cebu City, appealed to authorities to 
spare her husband from the kidnapping case. 
because he was innocent. 

Mary Jul Hernandez said although her 
husband is innocent, reports linking him to 
the kidnapping have shamed their family 

Mary Jul, caretaker of the Boulangerie. 
Bakery in Victoria Plaza here, said her hus- 
band has been working for the Ramen Tei 
Japanese Restaurant since 1990 and was 
never absent. 

But she admitted that Henry's brother 
Efren, who was also arrested, was their regu- 
lar visitor in Piapi. 

‘The brothers and three other suspects 
were arrested while accepting ransom inside 
the Davao International Airport hours after 
awmen rescued Yu in Cebu City. 

Yu, a student of the Catholic-run St. 
Francis of Assisi in Cebu, was on his way to 
school around 8 a.m, on Monday when two 
‘motoreycle-riding men seized him. 

In Cebu, authorities leamed that the house 
on Salinas’ Drive Extension in Barangay 
Lahug, where kidnap victim Ryan James Yu 
was kept by his abductors, was owned by 
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rainwater from the mountains swept the city 
and killed hundreds of residents 

"We are fortunate not to have the Ormoc 
incident repeated,” she said, “We should start 
reforesting especially here in the Cordillera that 
is the watershed of most of the rivers here. 

Ms Macapagal earlier visited Vigan City in 
Ilocos Sur and Lagangilang, Abra, to assess the 
damage wrought by Feria. 

“The Quirino Bridge (in Bantay, Ilocos Sur), 
which is a very long and huge bridge (had) four 
ofits spans collapsing. The river went over the 
bridge that is already very high. How could that 
happen? They told me logs jammed the bridge 
causing the spans to give way,” she said, 

‘The headwaters of the Abra River over the 
Quirino Bridge came from the forests of up- 
Tand Abra. 

“I talked to Abra Gov. (Vicente) Valera 
about it and he told me that the logs were not 
illegally logged but were uprooted by past ty- 


the brother of Cagayan de Oro City Mayor 
Vicente Emano. 

But Dr. Hernando Emano denied any 
involvement in the kidnapping of the 11- 
year-old son of the Chinese-Filipino on 
Monday. 

"If there is a need for the (police) to 
investigate me, | will welcome that to clear 
‘our name,” he said over radio station dyLA 
yesterday. $ 

Emano is а native of Taguluan, Misaniis 
Oriental but he now resides with his family 
in Cagayan de Oro City. 

He bought the house in 1993 after his 
children went to Cebu City to study. But he 
had the house rented out after his children 
‘moved o a bigger house. 

Emano said he learned that the kidnap- 
pers had rented his house in BC Homes 
Subdivision, Salinas Drive when the police. 
recovered the boy on Wednesday. 

"I learned about the kidnapping (in the 
newspaper) but we never knew that the 
victim was brought (to our house in 
Lahug)," he said. 

Emano said a man who claimed to own 
a lending business rented the house from 
Joy Lledo, Emano's relative who is the 
house's caretaker. 
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phoons. Now, why were they uprooted if not 
for past deforestation in the area” she said. 

In Посоз Sur, Ms Macapagal approved the 
repair of the wiped out portion of the Quirino 
Bridge that she personally inspected. 

Arroyo had already 
given the go signal for its repair,” said locos Sur 
Gov. Deogracias Victor Savellano. 

"The construction would start this August 
and could be finished in November this year; 
he said 

Arroyo, accompanied by former Ilocos Sur 
Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson and some mem- 
bers of her Cabinet, visited locos Sur and Abra 
that were devastated by Typhoon Репа. 

Josefino Rigor, Department of Public Works 
and Highways director for the Ilocos, said they 
have recommended the "New Waagner Biro 
Modular Bridge" imported from Austria to re- 
place the damaged portion of the bridge. 

A representative from Waagner Biro, maker 


of the bridge, briefed the President as she and 
her party were ferried in а barge along the Abra 
River to inspect the bridge. 

Ms Macapagal also approved the release of 
P3 million for locos Sur. 

She also went to Lagangilang, ће firsttown in 
Abra that ber father, former President Diosdado 
Macapagal, visited during his term in the 19605. 

“Take care of our trees. The budget of the 
DENR (Department of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources) for reforestation is very huge. It 
should be used,” Ms Macapagal said. 

She said the reforestation program should be. 
communal 

Thirty-five Baguio residents were killed 
during Feria's onslaught, most of them buried 
by landslides. Property damage estimated at 
P650 million was also reported in the city. 
Frank Cimatu, Leoncio Balbin Jr, Vincent 
Cabreza and Desiree Caluza, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 


The man, who did not give his name, paid 
P17,000 as two months deposit for the house. 
Emano said the man claimed that he and his 
wife would use the house for an indefinite 
period 

Lledo, Emano said, did not bother to check 
if the couple had moved into the house after 
giving the key to the man last week. 

Emano said they only leamed that Ryan 
James was brought to the house on Wednes- 
day after reading in the newspapers that the 
boy was abandoned there by his kidnappers. 

Police recovered Ryan James abbut 9:15 
‘am. inside the house, just two days after he 
was abducted on Monday while on his way 
to school. 

The house was just less than a kilometer 
away from where the boy was kidnapped in 
Peace Valley, Lahug. 

Police said the kidnappers abandoned 
the boy about 3 a.m. after they noticed that 
policemen were conducting a stakeout in 
the area. 

Five ofthe kidnappers’ accomplices were 
arrested at the Davao International Airport 
where а payoff was set up about 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday. Jhunnex Napallacan, PDI 
Visayas Bureau and Anthony Allada, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


CAGAYAN DE ORO 


DESTINATIONS FROM THE 
QUEEN CITY OF THE SOUTH. 


You can now fly from Cebu to five destinations across the archipelago 
thanks to Asian Spirit. We now offer regular flights to Boracay via 
Caticlan, Cagayan de Oro, Naga, Surigao and Tagbilaran. So hop aboard 
and let us give you the royal treatment. Call (032) 341-2555 in Cebu, 
(632) 851-8888 in Manila or visit our website at www.asianspirit.com. 


BAGUIO (074) 3042813 + BORACAY (036) 288-3465 * BUSUANGA 


CAGAYAN DE ORO (088) 856.5435 + CALBAYOG (055) 209-1189 + CATARMAN 
(055) 354-1378 + CEBU (032) 341-2555 + MANILA (02) 851-8888 + MARINDUQUE 
04213321121 + MASBATE 05) 3333937 * NAGA [054) 4722639 » SAN JOSE (043) 491.4151 
SURIGAO (086) 8260259 + TAGBILARAN (038) 411-5701 • VIRAC (052) 811-1056 
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s wife slams arrest Gabriela member 


murdered at home 


STA. CRUZ, Laguna—A human rights worker 
and member of the women's group Gabriela was 
killed by two unidentified armed men on Sunday, 
according to a human rights group in the prov- 
ince. 

Dorris Cuario, Karapatan-Laguna para-le- 
gal officer, identified the victim as Milagros 
Belga, 41, married with eight children and a 
resident of Barangay Malinao, Magdalena, 
Laguna. 

Cuario was a volunteer worker of Karapatan, a 
human rights group in this province. 

The Karapatan report quoted witnesses as 
saying that about 3 p.m., July 22, Belga was seen 
talking with a neighbor when her 10-year-old 
daughter fetched her because two men were look- 
ing for her at home. 

Belga went home to talk to the male visitors. 

The children said they overheard the men 
borrowing money from her. 

But shortly after, they witnessed one of the 
men shoot then stab their mother. 

‘The Karapatan report quoted one of ће chil- 
dren as saying that one of the suspects was a 
member of Citizens’ Armed Forces Geographical 
Unit in Magdalena, Laguna. 

Human rights groups said the killing of Belga. 
could be part of the military's anti-insurgency 
campaign in Laguna A 

The groups said Belga’s killing was just 
one of 42 cases of human rights violations in 
the province that they documented since 
President Macapagal was installed to power 
in January. Romulo Ponte, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau 
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3 Koreans nabbed 


DAVAO CITY—Agents of the Bureau of Immigra- 
tion here arrested three Koreans caught working 
‘without permits. Immigration Commissioner Andrea 
‘Domingo identified the Koreans as Park Young Kwon, 
Lee Sang An, and Lee Ji Ho, who were arrested at 
their workplace on R. Castillo Street here. They were. 
arrested at the office of ће Jae Sung Motors Inc., 
‘which they allegedly owned and operated without 
investors’ visas or work permits from the BI. 
‘Anthony Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Army assailed for arrests 


MATI, Davao Oriental Farmers in Barangay Sanghay 
denounced the arbitrary arests allegedly being made by 
the Army's 8th Special Forces in their area. Robinson 
Diolan, chair of the Calasagan United Farmers’ 
Association, said soldiers have terrorized the residents 
threatening to harm them because oftheir alleged ties 
with the New People’s Army. Maj. Alexis Gopico, 
‘commander of the 8th Special Forces Battalion, vowed 
to investigate the farmers’ allegations that his men were. 
involved in atrocities against civilians. 

Ferdinand Zuasola, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Bombing plan foiled 


PAGADIAN CITY—A bombing plot was uncovered 
here after bystanders found a crudely-made bomb 
tucked inside the baggage compartment of a bus on 
Wednesday afternoon. Chief Insp. Dionesio Perdiguiz 
Jt, city police director, told the INQUIRER that the 
‘bomb was found inside a Victory Bus Liner bus 
parked on a busy section of Aquino and Jamisola 
Streets. The bus came from Margosatubig, Zamboanga 
del Sur and was about to be driven to ће Cerilles Bus 
‘Terminal after it unloaded its passengers about 3:45 in 
the aftemoon. The bomb, police found out, was 
‘connected to the bus’ engine and would be set off by 
the turning on of the bus" ignition system. 

Hernan de la Cruz, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Erratum 


‘THE HEADLINE of the story on dengue fever in 

the Visayas that appeared in the Across the Nation 

yesterday should have read “Ex-Negros gov not 

‘pared from dengue plague,” not "Ex-Bacolod gov 
7" We apologize for the error. 


ADMITTED ASSETS 


Bonds 
Treasury Bills 

Stocks 

Mortgage Loans 

Policy Loans 

Guaranteed Loans 

Other Loans 

Security Fund 

Cash on Hand and in Banks 


Due 5 Uncollected 
Accrued Investment Income 
Other Admitted Assets 


Total Admitted Assets 
LIABILITIES 


Policy and Contract Claims 

‘Amounts Due to Accepting Companies 

Liability for Premium Deposit Funds 

Reserve for Dividends to Policyholders / 
Dividend Held on Deposit 

Taxes Payable 

Unearned Bond Discount 

Other Liabilities 


Total Liabilities 


STOCKHOLDER'S EQUITY 


Capital Stock Paid-Up 
Special Surplus Fund: 


Contributed Surplus 
Retained Earnings. 


Total Stockholders Equity 


subsequently covered up in full. 


Secon 25 dh rsen Code, а amended} 


John Hancock Life Insurance Corporation 


Net Life insurance Premiums & Annuity Considerations 


Aggregate Reserve for Life Policies & Contracts 


Fluctuation Reserve - Stoci/Bond Investment * 


Total Liabilities & Stockolder's Equity P 
ital Impairment/Margin of solvency deficiency of Php 27,541,865.57 


Ct жр mund Бш eg male ad аена by rust Corr pila 


Гей, 


STATEMENT 
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145,353,525.00 
81.141.870.21 
5,961,604.90 
3,000,000,00 
158,988.70 
26,250,000.00 
65,732.00 
155,927.00 
2822086443 
425,370.00 


5.435,642.16 
433961721 


304,709, 141.61 


48,415,649.20 
1,389,732.34 
13327199 
325649852 
138585126 
1929132314 
225631085 
19541,176.18 


79,908,259 48. 


250,000,000.00 

28,129.00 
50,000,900 00 
(15221,2468) 
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W. Visayas execs demand probe of rice smuggling 


Ву MA. DIOSA LABISTE 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY Authorities are seeking an investiga- 
tion of the reported attempt to bring in about P8.2 
million worth of suspected smuggled rice to Iloilo 
amid fears that Western Visayas has become a trans- 
shipment point of smuggled goods. 

lla, presidential assistant for Western 

Dominic Abad, regional director of the 
Department of Trade and Industry, demanded to 
know how the MV Enterprise 1, carrying about 
11,000 bags of rice and yellow corn, made it to the 
Bay-ang Port in Ajuy town, 85 kilometers north of 
here. 

About 2,000 of the 11,000 bags of rice were 
unloaded inio trucks before customs and Navy offi- 
cials arrived in Bay-ang Tuesday afternoon and 
sued a warrant of seizure and detention against the 
vessel and its cargo. 

Customs Collector Juan Tan said the seizure pro- 
ceedings would start soon. 

‘The rice and corn were consigned to a certain. 
Jerome Bacabac and Jose Arboleda and the Rojas 
Rice Mill. As of Wednesday, no one came to claim 
the shipment, said Tan. 

‘The port of Bay-ang was once a loading dock for 
sugarcane before these are shipped to sugar mills in 
Negros Occidental. Ships seldom dock at the port 
today after sugar planters here all but abandoned 
sugarcane planting because of losses. 

"Tan said he would speed up the seizure proceed- 


Rice shipment 
seized at port 
in Pangasinan 


DAGUPAN CITY—Some 25,000 sacks of rice, sus- 
pected smuggled at a fishing port in Sual town, 
were impounded by the Bureau of Customs while 
950 kilos of illegally caught galunggong (round 
scad) and other fish were confiscated by the mari- 
time police on Saturday. 

Baltazar Morales, officer-in-charge of the North- 
em Luzon Customs Intelligence and Investigation 
Service, issued the hold order on the MV Molave 
that carried the rice shipment worth P18 million 
“for lack of proper documentation.” 

"The release of the vessel and the rice is hereby 
ordered and decreed held within the fishing port 
complex (under) the jurisdiction of the sub-port 
collector of customs, Port of Sual,” Morales said 
in his order. 

Customs Collector Benjamin Santos said, how- 
ever, they have yet to determine if the rice ship- 
ment, which reportedly came from Sultan Kudarat, 
was smuggled. 

He said Customs Deputy Commissioner Rey 
Alias sent customs personnel to Sual to inspect 
the papers of the rice shipment consigned to the 
Primero Rice Mill (15,000 sacks) and one Benjamin 
dela Cruz (10,000 sacks) of San Jacinto town. 

Piolito Santos, manager of the National Food 
Authority in western Pangasinan, said the rice 
shipment is considered an inter-island transaction 
“based on the documents presented to us (say- 
ing) that the shipment came from Sultan Kudarat.” 

“The NFA does not give shipping permits 
anymore so we do not have (a) basis to monitor 
(the) shipment," Santos said. 

I was leamed that the rice shipment was the sixth 
to be made to the two consignees in the last six 
months but it was only now that it was ordered held. 

The maritime police also confiscated 950 kilos 
of galunggong and assorted fish caught through 
dynamite fishing during operations conducted 
since Saturday. 

Chief Insp. Mateo Casupang, chief of the mari- 
time police headquarters, said they arrested six 
people suspected of involvement in the trade of 
illegally caught fish. 

They are Arturo Reyes, 40, of Bulacan who 
was caught while selling 210 Kilos of fish at the 
Magsaysay market on July 21; Helen Salazar, 31, 
and Julius Pacosana, 24, whose vehicle loaded 
with 300 kilos of galunggong and other fish, was 
intercepted by the maritime police on July 23. 

The other fish dealers arrested were Paula 
‘Tagigne, 60; Cielo Tadeo, 35; and Danny Piano, 
36, all of Ilocos Sur, who were caught with their 
vehicle loaded with 440 kilos of galunggong. 

Charges of illegal fishing were filed against the 
suspects. 

Casupang said the estimated value of the fish 
confiscated was P66,000. He said samples from 
the confiscated fish were examined by Michael 
Tabora, who was deputized by the Bureau of Fis 
and Aquatic Resources, and were confirmed to be. 
caught using homemade explosives 

Yolanda Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


Execs get death 
threats after scam 


T'BOLI, South Cotabato— Five ranking officials here 
received death threats after they uncovered alleged 
illegal cash advances made by the former mayor, 

Mayor Dad Tuan also allegedly left the execu- 
tive office without operational funds until the end 
of this year. 

1з definitely not from (the) New People's 
Army,” said newly elected Mayor Sarse Atam on the 
death threats. 

Atam said the bullets sent to the officials "may be 
related tothe cash advances" of his predecessor Dad 
Tus 

“The live bullets were left in one of the offices here 
with a piece of paper bearing the names of Bella 
Agullana, the town's local government ope 
officer; treasurer Fred 
officer Doming Silotari 
and Castulo Pedroso Ji 

Alam confirmed thal Tuan took a cash advance of 
about P3.8 million from the town's coffers. 

Mary Jean Bibonco, municipal accountant, said 

the cash advances of Tuan had been liquidated and 
"backed by proper appropriations.” 

Bibanco, however, admitted that some cash ad- 
yances were made to pay for "revolutionary taxes" 
being demanded by communist guerrillas, 

‘Tuan said the cash advances were "all for good 
purposes? Joey К.В. Lozano, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


ings on the ship and its cargo and would also file a 
‘ease against the consignees. 

‘A seizure procedure formally declares that the 
ship and cargo are seized by the government pending 
investigation of the case. 

Incidents of huge volumes of suspected smuggled 
rice arriving in Western Visayas have been on the rise 
in recent months, with many of the cases recorded in 
‘Negros Occidental. 

‘A task force was recently formed in Bacolod City 
to investigate the reported smuggling. 

Villa told a press conference on Wednesday that. 
he had asked National Bureau of Investigation chief 
Reynaldo Wycoco to conduct an investigation to 
determine the identities of the persons involved in 
the shipment of huge volumes of rice to Western 
Visayas. 

Villa said there were seizures but there have been 
no arrests of persons behind the questionable ship- 
теп. 

"It is a crime without criminals. Somehow these. 
(trigger) suspicions that those tasked to enforce the 
laws are in cahoots with the ones violating the laws,” 
he said, 

Villa said the seized rice came from other coun- 
tries but smugglers make it appear that they origi- 
nated from provinces in the Visayas and Mindanao. 


discovery of plumbing. it was socially acceplable to relieve oneself In public? In fact, French King Louis XII 's throne came equipped with 
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Subic to host station to detect nuclear tests 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT-—Nuclear 
tests and accidents will be detected from 
the Philippines through three monitor- 

ig stations to be established as part of 
ihe global network that will monitor 
compliance with the comprehensive nu- 
clear test ban treaty (CTBT). 

The CTBT prohibits ait nuclear 
‘weapon test explosions anywhere in the 
‘world, Under the CTBT, a preparatory 
commission based in Vienna, Austria, is 


sisting of 321 


‘The PNRI 
Bay Metropol 


‘establishing the international monitor- 
ing system (IMS), a global network con- 


ЗО radio nuclide stations in 90 countries. 
The Philippine Noclear Research In- 

stitute said the Philippin 

one of 80 radio nucli T 

auxiliary seismic stations of 170 seismic 

monitoring stations in the IMS. 


of its plan to establish a radio nuclide 
station in the former American naval base. 

‘An auxiliary seismic station will be 
putup in Davao City while another will 
be placed at the disposition of the Phil- 
ippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology (Phivolcs). 

The PNRI is sending a team to the 
Subic Bay Freeport this week to 
gather additional data prior to a sur- 
Vey that would identify the exact site 


monitoring stations and 


is hosting 
stations and two 


Баз informed the Subic 
litan Authority (SBMA) 


claim Antique 


By NESTOR BURGOS JR. Jan. 6. 


PDI Visayas Bureau 


SAN JOSE, Antique—A multi- 
sectoral group opposed to the dump- 
ing of Metro Manila’s garbage on 
Semirara Island has asked the Re- 
gional Trial Court to cite in con- 
tempt the consortium handling the 
project for violating a court order to 
stop the dump's construction. 

1а a July 6 petition filed before 
Judge Sylvia Jurao of the RTC 
Branch 10, the United Antiqueüos 
said the consortium D.M. Consunji 
Inc. (DMCI) and К-П Builders aid a 
plastic liner on a one-hectare area of 
the proposed 25-hectare dump. 

Jay Pefianco, a convenor of the 
United Antiquefios, said the laying 
Of the plastic liners violates a pre- 
liminary injunction issued by Jurao 
on Jan. 17. 

‘The court has barred the consor- 
tium or "persons acting on their be- 
half from dumping or causing the 
dumping of garbage from Metro Ma- 
nila in the Unong Pit or in any place 
оп Semirara Island” while the case is 
pending. 

The petitioners said "the con- 
struction of the plastic liner is an act 
which is necessary prior to the ac- 
tual shipment of garbage coming 
from Metro Manila to the shores of 
Antique and its eventual dumping in 
the proposed dump on Semirara Is- 
land" 

In a phone interview, DMCI le- 
gal counsel Roe! Pacio said the alle- 
gation was “unfounded.” He said he 
would oppose the petition. 

‘The petitioners submitted to the 

| court aerial photographs of the 
dump, which they claimed, were 
taken before and after the prelimi- 
nary injunction was issued. 

Black areas in the proposed 
landfill site were seen in the aerial 
photographs supposedly taken on 
May 4, But these were not present 
in the aerial photographs taken on 


Kabataan muni 


Pacio said 


order. 
“T believe 


am sure there 
tion activity 


said. 
dates. 


"How сап 


"long ago,” at 


Pacio said 
continue the 


cost of PLA 
Mateo landfill 
last year. 


DMCL-owned. 


for more than 


Semirara dump lives, 


"By comparing ће photographs, 
itis very clear that there is ongoing 
construction of the plastic liner in- 
tended to be used as a dump in open 
mockery of the writ of preliminary 
injunction,” the petition sid. 

Henry Frangue, 25, Sangguniang 


dent of Caluya, told the INQUIRER 
that the United Antiquefios took the 
aerial photographs after receiving re- 
ports from residents in April that 
Construction was going оп in the 
tightly guarded dump. 


prove that they violated the court 
in the pictures are plastic liners but I 


injunction was handed down, 


He said the pictures presented 
by the United Antiquefios bore no 


were taken on the dates they are 
claiming (that the pictures were 
taken)?" Pacio said. 

He said the pictures were taken 


against the project early this year. 


the Metro Manila Development Au- 
thority (MMDA) had already 
scrapped the project. 

The MMDA contracted last 
year the DMCI and R-II Builders 
consortium to build the dump at a 


"The 5,500-hectare Semirara Is- 
land, one of the nine islands com- 
prising Caluya town, is home to the 


(SCC), the biggest coal mine in Asia. 
that has been operating on the island 


of the radio nuclide station. 

The SBMA ecology center said the 
PNRI has requested that the SBMA 
provide the site, power and security for 
the radio nuclide station. 

Radio nuclide stations use air sam- 
plers to detect radioactive particles re- 
leased from atmospheric explosions and 
vented from underground or underwater 
explosions. 

"The technology can distinguish be- 


‘ween non-nuclear and nuclear explosions. 

“Subic is very near the South China. 
Sea, (and) the surrounding areas—like 
Japan, China and Taiwan—all have nu- 
‘lear facilities,” the PNRI official said. 

The IMS is the first and most impor- 
tant component of an elaborate system 
that would detect nuclear tests anywhere 
in the world 

IMS monitoring stations can register 
vibrations from a possible nuclear ex- 


plosion underground, in the seas and in 
the air. It could also detect radioactive 
debris released into the atmosphere. 

‘These stations will transmit, via sat- 
ellite, the data to the International Data 
Center (IDC) in Vienna, where the data 
will be used to detect nuclear tests 

Аз of now, some 100 stations are 
transmitting data to the IDC, which began. 
operating in February last year. Elizabeth 
Marcelo, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


MILF 
leader 
slain 


COTABATO CITY— 
A suspected leader of 
the Moro Islamic Lib- 
eration Front was killed 
by gunmen who were 
avenging the death of 
a relative in Midsayap 
town. 

Abdul Tayuan, al- 
ias Commander Bi 
was killed after hi 
group clashed with 
relatives of Ismael 
Mangkiang, barangay 
secretary of Ulandang 
Village on Wednesday 
morning. 

‘Some 100 families 
were forced to evacuate 
the village early yester- 
day. 

Army Мај. Julieto 
‘Ando, spokesperson of 
the Army's 6th Infantry 
Division, said Tayuan's 
group executed Mang- 
Kiang for still unknown 
reasons. 

In Digos City. the pro- 
vincial police command in 
a report said two MNLF 
guerrillas were slain after. 
ап encounter with Army 
troopers in Sitio Panigbao, 
Camalian, Jose Abad 
Santos town last week. 

Supt. Guillermo Lara, 
police provincial director 
identified the sain rebels 
as Rudy Ampan and 
Almendras Budiang. 

"The two belonged to 
the group of Mandy 
Badiang, who refuses to 
honor the September 
1996 peace agreement be- 
tween the MNLF and the 
government. Edwin 
Fernandez and Allan 
‘Nawal, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 
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Number of workers who lost 
jobs in Central Luzon doubles 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga—At least 
8282 workers lost their jobs in Central Luzon during 
the first six months of the Macapagal administration, 
exceeding by almost 100 percent the number of workers 
reported displaced during the same period las year. 

‘These figures were 96.49 percent higher than the 
4215 workers who became jobless when 108 estab- 
lishments either closed shop or retrenched workers in 
the first six months of last year. 

Figures on the current unemployment rate in Cen- 
tral Luzon, a region north of Metro Manila and host. 
to the country's two biggest economic zones, are 
under review by the National Statistics Office. 

The DOLE, however, estimated that nearly 
400,000 of Central Luzon's more than 2 million 
laborers lost their jobs last year. 

Since January, at least 32 of 138 financially trou- 
bled firms opted to close while the rest reduced their 
workforce permanently or temporarily. 

At least 52 of the troubled companies were based in 


the Clark Special Economic Zone in Pampanga, Subic 
Bay Freeport Zone in Zambales, Bataan Economic Zone. 
in Bataan and the Luisita Industrial Parkin Tarlac. 

Most, or 3,397, of the displaced workers came 
from Pampanga. Bulacan came second with 2289 
displaced workers and Bataan third with 1,773. 

DOLE regional chief Ana Dione said most of the 
troubled firms, especially those operating in eco- 
nomic zones, were into information technology and 
electronics. 

Several legislators and militant labor unions had 
proposed a P125 legislated increase in daily wages. 

"The demand was immediately rejected by bust 
ness groups, warning that a legislated wage increase 
that high could lead to more shops closing and more 
workers losing their jobs. 

Some business groups had expressed willingness 
to study the wage increase proposal, but rejected the 
idea of increasing daily wages by P125 

Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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Sex, lies and blackmail: Plot thickens 


(From page A1) 
жеге talking almost daily.” 

But several people, including an- 
‘other congressman, expressed interest in 
having not one but two vetoed telecom 
franchise bills recalled through 
Malacañang channels, Claudio told the 
INQUIRER. 

Mike Arroyo never approached him 
to ask about the bills, Claudio 

2 firms, 1 owner 

One bill would have granted a fran- 
chise to the Philippine Communication 
Clearinghouse Inc. (PCI), owned by a 
businessman named Pacifico Marcelo, 
to operate a clearinghouse through 
"which telecom companies would inter- 
connect for a fee. 

Another related bill would have 
granted a second firm, APC Wireless 
Interface Network Inc.. а franchise io 
constructa wireless elecommunication 
system nationwide. 

‘Claudio said APC was apparently 
‘owned by Jaime Dichaves,a close friend 
of ex-President Joseph Estrada. 

IL is not clear whether APC Wire- 
less is connected to the APC Group 
owned by prominent businessman Willy 
Ocier, also an Estrada ally. The APC 
Group, a subsidiary of Belle Corp. is 
an equity owner of Philcom (Philippine 
Global Communications Inc), one of 
the country's lending providers of in- 
ternational long-distance services. 

А company source confirmed that 
Marcelo is the majority owner of both 
АРС Wireless and РССІ. Both compa- 
nies also have common directors. 

"Transportation and Communications 
Secretary Pantaleon Alvarez said that he 
has already asked his staff to investigate 
whether АРС and PCCI have the same 
incofporators. 

‚ "T want to know whether or not they 
sre owned by the same people,” he said. 

Alvarez believes that Jaime 
Dichaves owns PCI, 

Pacifico Marcelo is ome of 
Dichaves" friends. I still believe 
Dichaves owns the company," he told 
the INQUIRER in a phone interview yes- 
terday. 

Former Palace Secretary Veronica. 


Mayon does 


(From page A1) 

was covered in an inch of volcanic. 
ash, impairing visibility in some ar- 
eas in Legazpi and the nearby towns. 
of Daraga and Santo Domingo. 

Residents said it was the first 
time since Mayon's 1984 eruption 
that volcanic ash showered on 
Legazpi and settled on rooftops, 
vehicles and streets. 

Motorists on the highways and 
main roads in the eastern part of the 
province had to switch on their 
headlights and hazard lights and 
slow down to a snail's pace as they 
made their way through swirling 
clouds of ash. 

Some residents of areas well be- 
yond the declared danger zone joined 
the confused throng that made a bee- 
line for evacuation centers. 

Those who had earlier left the 
centers to tend to crops and homes 
damaged by last month's eruptions 
again abandoned their farms using 
any available means of transporta- 
tion. 

it's good that 1 had just harvested 
шу tomatoes. But the string beans are 
about ready for harvest oo," said Esteban 
Abellano, who til piece of land on the 
Southeast slope of the volcano. 

Tens of thousands of residents carry- 
ing ile more than pieces of clothing fed 
to safe grounds in pushcarts, cars, 
jeepneys, buses, and dump and gravel 
trucks provided by private owners and 
govemment agencies. A 

Others wrapped themselves in blan- 
kets and Пей on foot. 

"The Armed Forces’ Joint Task Force 
Mayon under Col, Dante Bonifacio ini- 
tally sent 12 vehicles to evacuate resi 
denis. 

Lethal flows 

Superheated lava and pyroclastic de- 
bris rolled down Мауов' slopes, includ- 
ing the Bonga, Buyuan and Basud gul- 
Ties in the south and southeast portions. 

"The lethal flows reached up to 5.5 
Kilometers from the summit. 

One flow has been detected 1 kilo- 
meter from the populated area of the. 
Maninila gully in the town of 
Guinobatan, according to Mayor Chris- 
topher Flores. 

Lager said that since Wednesday 
morning, Phivolcs had noted a series of 
tremors and lava ovs, accompanied by 
falling rocks, from the summi 


impending explosive eruption,” he said. 
Laguerta said authorities had recom- 


“Bing” Rodrigo, who accused Arroyo 
and three of his friends of accepting 
money in connection with the franchise 
deal, also said Dichaves owned the 
telecom firm. 

PCCI: No dummy 

But PCCT finally issued a statement. 
yesterday to deny that its majority 
owner, Marcelo, was fronting for 
Dichaves, the businessman who claimed 
to be the real Jose Velarde, Estrada's 
alleged alias for holding secret bank 
accounts. 

Telecommunications franchises are 
secured through an act by Congress, 
signed by the Presiden 

‘Congressmen approved the House 

ls on Feb. 6 while senators approved 
their versions on Feb. 5, Claudio said. 

‘The PLLO transmitted the enrolled 
bill on the clearinghouse to the Presi- 
dent on March 21, and transmitted the 
APC bill on March 30. 

Ms Macapagal vetoed the first bill 
on April 18, and the APC bill on April 
2. 

When the bills were vetoed, РССІ 
wrote President Macapagal a letter re- 
questing her to reconsider her decision, 
according to a company statement. 

“We also wanted о get clarification 
оп why the bill was vetoed. We also 
gave Congress a copy of this letter,” a 
‘company source said. 

‘The firm said in its statement that it 
respected Ms Macapagal's decision to 
not reconsider her veto. 

Congressman. 

Claudio said he told those who in- 
quired about the status of the reconsid- 
eration requests that only Congress ean 
override a veto. 

The veto turned into a controversy 
last week when Arroyo went on air af- 
ler text messages spread saying that he. 
had received PSO million in exchange. 
Tor the recall of the bills. The First 
Gentleman said he had heard that a re- 
signed Palace secretary worked for the 
recall of the veto. 

Bing Rodrigo, who had by then ге- 
signed as the President's correspon- 
dence secretary, then accused Arroyo 


it again 


se eee 


and three of his friends of accepting 
‘money in connection with the telecom 
franchise bill. 

The congressman who inquired 
about the status of the reconsideration 
request was former Romblon Rep. 
Eleandro Jesus Madrona, Claudio said. 

In the 1 th Congress, Madrona was 
the chair of the powerful committee on 
accounts, vice chair of the commitiee on 
legislative franchises and vice chair of 
the transportation and communications 
committee. 

Claudio described Madrona's i 
quiry as “matter-of-fact.” 

“Congressman Madrona also asked 
me about that, the status of the veto and 
explained why it was vetoed,” Claudio 
said in a telephone interview. 

Clueless 
Rodrigo escorted DOTC con- 
sultant Malou Nuñez to his office for a 
meeting on June 4, Claudio said. 

Claudio said that when Rodrigo 
ranged the meeting. she could not ex- 
plain why Nuñez wanted to meet him. 

"She was unable to tell me (what it 
was about). She was just asking for he 
оп some problem that she said she didn't 
understand,” Claudio said. 

During the meeting Rodrigo 
say a word, and only Nuñez inquired 
about the franchise bills. 

“Nuñez said she was with the DOTC 
and said she was a friend of Marcelo 

She inquired about the status of the. 
Veto and request for reconsideration that 
ame from Congress itself,” Claudio 

“It was the first and last time. and 
Rodrigo never followed up the matter.” 


he added. 
Blackm: 

Alvarez said that Nuñez, a former 
DOTC employes, was Dichaves’ con- 
tact in the department 

Alvarez has notified National Bu- 
reau of Investigation Director Reynaldo 
Wycoco that Nuñez was blackmailing 
him, 

He believes Nuñez is in Dichaves" 
group because he said she even threat- 
ened to slap him with sexual harass- 
ment charges if he did not intervene 
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in favor of PCCI. 

"They wanted to scare me in the 
hope that 1 would compromise. She 
blackmailed me." he said. 

“But it's пога formal complaint be- 
cause Nuñez herself hasn't issued any 
formal statement,” he said. 

"IE isn't part of her duties as DOTC 
Action Center coordinator o follow up 
the status of franchise requests. We're not 
‘even supposed to do that here,” he said. 

Alvarez also said somebody called 
his office once regarding the franchises, 
so he asked one of his staff members to 
meet with this perso 

"They wanted me to push for the re- 
consideration of the bill" he said. 

Alvarez refused to disclose the iden- 
tity of the caller, saying that "the tim- 
ing is not yet right." 

‘Mrs. Araneta’ 

‘Another person who inquired about 
the status of reconsideration request 
with the PLLO was a woman who iden- 
fied herself as "Mrs. Araneta.” Claudio 
said. 

Araneta. according to Claudio, went 
to his office in Malocallang on June 14 
and introduced herself as a stockholder 
of APC. 

"She said her fellow owners were 
breathing down her neck.” Claudio said. 

He said he met with the woman but 
called in several of his staff to witness 
the conversation 

"told her the same thing that old 
Nuñez. that the basis of the veto was a 
recommendation from the DOTC, and 
that there was no way to have it recalled 
as only Congress can override a veto.” 
Claudio said. 

"It would be awkward and improper 
for the President to reconsider iL" he 
added 

On inquiry 

Justice Secretary Perez tld report- 
ers that a Senate investigation might be 
uncalled for since the veto had not been 
recalled. 

“Рагат hindi logical. Why would 
(Arroyo) receive money when the bil 
is still vetoed?” he said. 

Perez issued the statement after the 


DASHING for shelter, residents of Barangay Buyuan, Legazpi City, taketo | aram- — 
the streets as ash clouds billow out of Mayon. 


mended the immediate evacuation of 
residents of Mabinit, Bonga. Buyuan and 
Matanag, villages within the danger zone 
facing Mayon's eastern slope. The resi- 
dents of villages facing the eastern quad- 
rant were put on standby status. 

Yesterday's eruption endangered a 
wider swath—the towns of Guinobatan, 
Camalig, Daraga, Santo Domingo and 
Malilipot, as well as the cities of Ligao, 
Tabaco and Legazpi in the east and 
southeast. 

Emesto Corpuz, Phivoles chief of in- 
struments, said the volume of pyroclas- 
tic materials last emitted by Mayon was 
estimated at 10-15 million cubic meters. 

‘The eruptions on June 24 and 29 de- 
posited а slightly heavier volume of py- 
roclastic materials on the volcano's 
slopes. 

Corpuz said the real danger to life and 
property was posed by pyroclastic lows. 

“These have the potential to kill in- 
stantly, unlike volcanic ash, which is 
more of a nuisance than a threat to lie," 
he said. 

Corpuz pointed out that precise mea- 
surements of the volume of pyroclastic 
‘debris would be hard to make in the ab- 
sence of ocular inspections and surveys. 

Не warned that more explosive erup- 
tions should be expected within the week. 

Disaster officials advised residents to 
wear dust masks and sweep off ash from. 


rooftops. They wamed that the ash could 
accumulate quickly and cause houses to 
collapse. 

No deaths 

Cedric Daep, head of the Provincial 
Public Safety and Emergency Manage- 
ment Office (PPSEMO), said no deaths 
or injuries had been reported as of mid- 
day yesterday. 

"The eruption was louder than the 
eruption last time,” he said. "There were 
parts (of the province) that were too dark 
Some villages where there was zero vis- 
ibility.” 

Daep said that hours before the erup- 
tion, he had made contact with the may- 
ors and their respective disaster coordi- 
nating councils, on the instruction of 
Gov. AI Francis Bichara, to prepare for 
the immediate evacuation of residents in 
the endangered areas. 

He said the instruments for mass 
‘evacuation had been on standby. 

Bichara appealed for calm and imme- 
diately called the Provincial Disaster 
Coordinating Council to a meeting. 

“We were surprised by Mayon s sud- 
den explosion,” Agence France Presse 
quoted Legazpi Mayor Noel Rosal аз 
saying. 2 

“We were told to evacuate lastnight, 
but we did not know it would explode 
зо fast. We could see bright lava flows 
as early as lastnight,” he said. 


Private parts, public scandal 


(From page AT) 
argument over who had the larger pri- 
vate paris. 

The scene, with two men nearly 
coming to blows, happened not in a 
soap opera, but in the office of the 
Sandiganbayan's third division where. 
pre-trial proceedings in the plunder 
Case against former President Joseph 
Estrada took place yesterday. 

Estrada lawyer Raymond Fortun 
called Miguel Silos, a young lawyer 
helping the prosecution, "sinungaling 
iar)” 

Silos shot back, shouting “bakla 
fag)" at Fortun. 

Silos also repeatedly shouted "fag- 
got, faggot.” 

' 


So Fortun dared the young lawyer 
to display each other's “manhood.” 

Fortun said his “manhood” was 
probably bigger than Silos’. 

Silos then called Fortun an 
“asshole” and cursed him:“P__ng ina 
mo (You son of a bitch): 

Forum cursed him back. 

Cooler heads prevailed in the end 
and prevented the two from tearing 
each other apart. 

Jt happened after the second closed- 
door stipulation of facts їп the plunder 
сазе, where both the defense and the 
prosecution had to agree on the facts 
of the case, 

Silos, a volunteer lawyer from the 
Carpio, Villaraza and Cruz law office, 


Was questioned by defense lawyer 
Cleofe Verzola as to why he was in- 
side the room. 

Verzola said Silos had refused to 
enter his appearance, and would not 
readily give his name. She claimed that 
only the public prosecutors and the de- 
ense lawyers were allowed inside the 
тоот. 

When Silos left the room, she 
‘slammed the door after him. She later 
claimed that she did not intentionally 
slam the door, but that there was some- 
thing wrong with the door's hinge. 

Private assisting counsels led by 
‘Amo Sanidad were outside the room. 
He wanted to know why private as- 
sisting counsels were not being al- 


[m email 


Rosal said disaster officials quickly 
evacuated people from the danger zone. 

Military tracks rolled into the endan- 
gered areas and ferried villagers into 
evacuation centers, while the Air Force 
put two helicopters on standby to aug- 
ment rescue operations, Agence France 
Presse reported. 

The Task Force Mayon, backed by 
Army reservists, again served to coordi- 
nate evacuation and related efforts. 

The PPSEMO recommended the sus- 
pension of all activities within the dan- 
ger zone and warned residents beyond it 
to stand by for evacuation should erup- 
tions intensify, 

‘The Daraga Municipal Council has 
authorized Mayor Gerry Jaucian to use 
the town's emergency fund for evacua- 
tion expenses. 

‘The Office of Civil Defense said all 
fights to and from Legazpi had been sus- 
pended. 

Mayon last exploded on June 23, dis- 
placing 46,039 villagers. It continued to 
be restless until July 4, when authorities 
began sending evacuees back to their 
homes. 

The volcano's most destructive erup- 
tion was in 1814, when 1,200 people 
were killed and an entire town was bur- 
Зей in volcanic mud. With reports from 
AFP, Cynthia D. Balana 


lowed inside. 

After about 20 minutes, at 4:10 
p.m., the defense lawyers and prosecu- 
{ors streamed out of the room without 
agreeing on the stipulation of facts. 

Again, defense lawyers questioned 
Silos" presence. Verzola and Fortun 
claimed that Silos did not make a 


there and that he. 
name. 

That's when Fortun called Silos а 
liar, 

Staff members of the 
Sandiganbayan who witnessed the in- 
cident were shocked. 

‘They said the lawyers conducted 


Senate minority bloc said it was gather- 
ing evidence to probe allegations that 
Arroyo received P50 million. 

‘Senate Minority Floor Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. said an investiga- 
tion was imperative since the contro- 
versy “involves (allegations of) multi- 
million-peso (bribes given to) the һиз- 
band of the most powerful person in the 
land." 

Pimentel said that once the minority 
bloc establishes that there is sufficient 
evidence to warrant an inquiry, the Sen- 
ate blue ribbon committee should start 
tackling the issue. 

‘Sen. Ralph Recto said administration. 
senators would not block an investiga- 
tion. 

"Mr. Arroyo should face the music. 
“He has io appear before the blue ribbon 
panel." he said. 

Asking Sotto 

Administration senators have asked. 
а colleague in the opposition to explain 
‘what he knows about PCI. 

‘Apparently turning the tables on the 
minority bloc. People Power Coalition 
senators poinied out that it was Sen. 
‘Vicente Sotto's public services commit- 
tee which reviewed the franchise of the. 
telecommunications firm that allegedly 
bribed Arroyo. 

Administration senators want to zero 
in on who really owns PCCI. 

"Senator Sotto should make public 
whether the stockholders are dummies,” 
Senate President Franklin Drilon told 
the INQUI 

He explained that as head of the 
panel in the 11th Congress, Sotto was 
{asked to review the ownership of the 
clearinghouse company. 

In a separate interview, Recto also 
said that it was important for the public. 
о know who really owns the company. 


‘War room’ 


(From page Al) 

Tiglao said Malacañang wel- 
comed the creation of the oversight 
committee in the House. 

“We welcome the Congress ini- 
tiative. It’s a form of pressure for the 
entire government to accomplish the. 
targets they've set,” he said. 

Tiglao said the media would be 
given regular briefings on the 
progress being made on each of the 
targets. 

“We aim to report on a regular 
basis the progress on the targets. The 
President's aim (in creating the war 
room) is to show the people how the 
targets are being met and if we are 
оп schedule,” he said. 

Tiglao said weekly updates would 
be posted on the President's website. 
in 45 to 60 days so that anybody with 
access to the Internet could check on. 
the progress of the President's com- 
mitments 

INQUIRER columnist Amando 
Doronila wrote in his column last 
Wednesday that one "fatal flaw" in. 
the President's targets was the ab- 
sence of a "war room" for monitor- 
ing purposes. 

Tiglao also took on opposition 


"We should also look into the owner- 
ship issue because if anyone gave a 
bribe, it should be the owner of the com- 
pany.” he said. 

“is Marcelo willing to testify that he 
bribed Arroyo?" he asked. 

“No monopoly? 

Sotto was not available for com- 
ment, but їп a press statement, he ad- 
mitted going over the PCCI franchise, 
but denied that it would create a mo 
nopoly. 

"The franchise application of PCCI 
is an alternative way for other telecom- 
munication companies to interconnect 
with each other. Itis not mandatory for 
them to pass through the system but 
тибет. a mere option 1o interconnect the 
more economical way. 1 can't under 
Sand how it will create а monopoly,” 
he said 

‘A source familiar with PCC! opera- 
tions told the INQUIRER that the com- 
pany was actually surprised that the 
franchise bill was vetoed, because “the 
bill itself contained standard telecom- 
munications franchise provisions and 
did not authorize the selling up of a 
clearinghouse.” 

"The source did admit that setting up 
a clearinghouse was part of the 
company's business plan had they got- 
ten the franchise 

“Our franchise was only to allow us 
to build our own telecom network which 
we would eventually use for the clear- 
inghouse.” Ihe source said. 

But the clearinghouse would not re- 
quire all telecommunications companies 
1o interconnect through it. the source 
said, 

c merely gives the (telecommu 
cations) industry players ап alternative 
to interconnecting one-on-one with each 
other,” the source claimed. With а re- 
port from Armand Nocum. 


Sen, Edgardo Angara for his “con- 
tra-Sona” critical of Ms Macapagal's 
first major policy speech. 

The presidential spokesperson 
said Angara's “contra-Sona” showed 
that the opposition wanted the 
economy to collapse because it was 
not in power. 

“What apparently sets the theme 
of the contra-Sona is not a criticism 
of the (President's) Sona but the 
fervent wish of the opposition or 
Senator Angara for this economy 
to collapse. They are saying that 
since they are not in power, this 
economy should collapse,” Tiglao 
said. 

Tiglao said Angara even missed 
the symbolism of the paper boats 
made by Payatas children Jomar 
Pabalan, Jason Vann Banogan and 
Erwin Dolera that Ms Macapagal 
cited at the beginning of her Sona. 

“It’s a very disappointing contra- 
Sona, In the first place, Senator 
Angara even got the symbolism 
‘wrong. The idea of a paper boat is a 
universal symbol in Asia. Paper 
boats are a symbol of hope for the 
future because they are made by chil- 
dren,” Tiglao said. 


Msgr. ‘Soc’ now a bishop 


(From page Al) 

the Edsa Shrine was built 11 years 
аро, he was named its rector. He also 
serves as minister of the Ministry for 
Youth Affairs of the Manila Archdio- 

The Edsa Shrine was established to 
memorialize the first People Power Re- 
volt. The shrine was the site of People 
Power Il. And Villegas was a moving 
force behind the scenes. Villegas has 
been cited as one of the real heroes of 
Edsa П. He maintained a patient, 
prayerful and forgiving presence dur- 
ing the five-day occupation of his 
shrine by supporters of deposed Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada who mounted what 
they called Edsa I 

Wept 

Villegas wept as he recounted dur- 
ing a prayer vigil how the pro-Estrada 
hordes “desecrated” the "holy ground" 
with their obscene songs and acts of 
vandalism. Shortly after the Estrada 
loyalists left the shrine last May 1, the 
rector himself led the cleanup of the 
place. 

‘AL the height of the banning of the 
controversial movie “Live Show,” 
President Macapagal-Arroyo called 
him upto seek the cardinal's advice on 
the fate of then Movie and Television 
Review and Classification Board chair 
Nick Tiongson. 

The President said it was Villegas 
who advised her to do what she pleases 


themselves shamefully. 

‘But Silos said he would not apolo- 
gize for his behavior. He clarified that 
he was not there in the court office to 
represent his law office, Carpio, 
Villaraza and Cruz. 

Fortun said the incident was “very 
regrettable. 

"We are professionals,” he said. 
‘And he said it with a straight face, 

The Sandiganbayan yesterday ге- 
manded back to the Ombudsman the 
illegal use of alias case filed against 
Estrada in cour, ordering the Ombuds- 
man to conduct a new preliminary in- 
vestigation. 

“The court said Estrada should be ac- 
corded a new preliminary investipation 


with Tiongson, whom the cardinal had 
recommended to the MTRCB post. 
While the President's disclosure earned 
the ire of her critics for allegedly al- 
lowing the Church to meddle in secu- 
lar affairs, groups opposed to the show- 
ing of the movie hailed Villegas for his 
position 
TOYM awardee 

In 2000, Monsignor Villegas re- 
ceived the coveted Ten Outstanding 
Young Men (TOYM) award for com- 
munity development given by the Phil- 
ippine Jaycees. An author of five books 
on homilies, prayers and reflections, he 
was given the Catholic Authors 
Awards by the Asian Catholic Publish- 
ers Inc. in 1994. 

He also serves as member of the 
College of Consultors, vicar general of 
the Archdiocese of Manila, and the dis- 
trict head of the Ecclesiastical District 
of Quezon City-South. 

He was also executive coordinator 
of the Commission for the World 
Youth Day 1995 in Manila. 

Ordained priest on Oct. 5, 1985 by 
Cardinal Sin, Father Soc, as he is 
fondly called, was appointed papal 
chaplain of Paul John Paul П in 1991, 
earning the ttle “monsignor.” 

Bishop Villegas’ Episcopal ordin 
tion is set on Aug. 31, 9 a.m. at the Ma- 
nila Cathedral їп Intramuros, which 
will coincide with the birthday of the 
cardinal 


because the Ombudsman has amended 
the information in the case. 

1t said that in the original infor- 
mation, the Ombudsman was only re- 
ferring to one incident, an alleged Eq- 
uitable bank transaction, where 
Estrada allegedly used the name Jose 
Velarde. 

Tt said that considerations of 
faimess and due process “demand that. 
а new preliminary investigation be 
‘conducted with the view to sufficiently 
inform?" the accused of whatever ad- 
ditional evidence on the matter of use 
of alias had been submitted, 

‘The court said this would afford. 
Estrada the right to present 
‘countervailing evidence. 
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OUSTED Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid and his wife Sinta Nuriah entera caras they leave. 
the presidential palace Thursday on their way to the airport for their fight to the United States. reuters 


‘I will return,’ Wahid 
tells supporters 


(From page A1) 


Parliament or the judiciary. 

His departure came just hours after the legislatore. 
elected a conservative Muslim politician, Hamzah Haz, 
as the new vice president, 

Tn an interview with The Associated Press and sev- 
‘eral other news media Thursday—his last before leav- 
ing the palace—Wahid said he had turned down an 
offer by Megawati to see him off at the airport, saying 
her ascension to the presidency was illegal. 

Wahid said he would be one of the few voices for 
democracy in Megawati's Indonesia, which he said 
will be ruled by the army and the forces of corruption. 

“I am painting a gloomy picture,” he said in his 
office in the presidential palace. 

‘Wahid—who is nearly blind after suffering two strokes 
in recent years—earlier said his doctors had recommended 
that he travel abroad to seek medical treatment for his high 
blood pressure, which has been aggravated by stress. 

"The vice presidential ballot came after much in- 
fighting between the country’s political and military 
elites, who are jockeying for the top Cabinet posts in 
Megawati's new government in moves that are rais- 
ing'concern about Megawati's commitment to demo- 
cratic reform. 

Megawati is Indonesia's third president since the 
1998 fall of former dictator Suharto, who ruled the 
country with an iron fist for 32 years. She is the daugh- 
ter of Sukarno, Indonesia's founding president. 

The country has had little success in consoli- 
dating democratic institutions in the three years 


since Suharto's demise. 
Haz 

Haz, 61, is the leader of the United Development 
Party and a former minister in Wahid's first Cabinet 
in October 1999. 

He resigned from the government the following 
month after allegations of corruption. 

The balloting for vice president, which lasted 12 
hours and was spread over two days, was marred by 
allegations of vote buying. 

‘Normally, votes in the chamber are tabulated elec- 
tronically in a matter of seconds. 

Legislators added nicknames to candidates’ names 
оп official ballot papers, which were then counted by 
hand and read out loud. 

Lawmaker Irwan Prayitno said the practice enabled 
candidates and their supporters to buy votes by keep- 
ing tabs on who was honoring promises to cast ballots 
for specific candidates, with the nicknames serving as 
secret codes, the state news agency Antara reported. 

Judge killed 

On Thursday, two men on motorbikes shot and 
killed ал Indonesian judge who last year sentenced 
Suharto's youngest son to 18 months in jail for cor- 
ruption, police said. 

Syaifuddin Kartasasita. 61, was shot five times at 
close range through the window of his car ashe drove 
to his office in central Jakarta, said national police 
spokesperson Maj. Gen. Didi Widayadi 

Kartasasita was the presiding Supreme Court judge 
who sentenced Tommy Suharto on Sep. 22 for his 
part in a multimillion-doliar land scam. 


It’s a baby boy for Sipadan ч 


(From page A1) 


“Everything is fine with 
both the mother and the 
fiule baby. We can't wait to 
have them both back at 
home," Suzette said. 

‘The birth of their fist 
son was a happy ending to 
the story of the Strydoms, 
who were among those 
Kidnapped by the Abu 


23 last year from a luxury 
resort on Sipadan Island 
in Malaysia, and then 
taken to Jolo. 

They were released 
more than four months 
later, after Libyan negoti 
tors brokered a deal. Soon 
after their release, Monique 
announced the pregnancy. 

A manager of the 
Sandton Medi Clinic, 
where the 3,08-kilogram 
baby was born, told 
SABC radio that “both 
mother and child are d. 
ing well at the moment. 

earlier reports, Callie 
‘Strydom, 37, said his and 
his wife's release had not 


FLERHOTO. 


wherein the Libyan gov- 
‘ernment was exiolled. 
The trip was officially 
voluntary, but it was 
widely believed that the 
ex-hostages’ govern- 
ments agreed to it in ex- 


SOUTHAfican pe CalleandMonique Siydcomspentiourmontha inthe 
hinterlands of Jolo as captives of the Abu Sayyaf. Now they have Luc. 


change for Libya's help. 

Last May 27, another 
faction of the Abu Sayyaf 
abducted Filipino and 
‘American tourists from the 
Dos Palmas Resort in 
Palawan and took them by 


boat to Basilan. Of the origi- 
mal group of 20, four, inciud- 
ing an American couple, are 
sill being held hostage by 
the bandits along with other 
Filipino captives. With an 
AFP report 
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only reunited families but 
also proved that races 
сате together in South 
Africa in times of conflict. 

“It has been very touch- 
ing because black people 
from South Africa were 
working to release white 
hostages,” he said, adding: 

"ll was a really emo- 
tional moment because it 
was kind of a reversed 
situation from when 
White people ruled South 
Africa” until the end of 
the racist apartheid sys- 
tem a few years ago. 

The release of the 
Sirydoms and other West- 
em hostages was negotiated 
by the Gadhafi Interna- 
tional Charitable Founda- 
tion, run by Libyan leader 
Moammar Gadhafi’s son 
Seif Alstan. 

In reports, negotiators 
їп the Philippines were 
quoted as saying that 
бийһай paid $I million for 
each hostage. But Libya 
denied this, and insisted 
thatthe hostages were freed 
їп exchange for the prom- 

of development projects 
in the Philippines. 

After their release, the 
Strydoms and the other 
freed hostages—a Ger- 
man man and three 
Frenchwomen—traveled 
to Tripoli fora 75-minute 


welcome ceremony” 


KAGAWARAN NG EDUKASYON, KULTURA AT ISPORTS 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORTS 
DECS Conplon Marsco Aranos 
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"SPORTS 


Del Rosario, Dee post perfect feats | Badminton: x World ; 


RIDER of the Year: 1, Paul del Rosario 240 pis. 2. 
Cario Baltao 228 pts. 3. John Dee 221 pls. 4. Rene 
Pamaran 209 pls. 


SUBIC—Defending champion Paul ‘del 
Rosario and John Dee shared honors as they 
posted perfect feats last weekend in the sec- 
ond leg of the 2001 Petron National Jetsports 
Series at the Waterfront Beach here. 

Tt was the second perfect feat in this series 
for Del Rosario, who immediately stepped 
the gas and pulled a wide margin over his 


Petron: Corp. and WG&A Super Feny. 

Dee, the 1998 champion, flashed his old form 
їп the Expert Runabout 785-1200 class where 
he eclipsed Del Rosario and James Baltao to 
miove third overall for the coveted Rider of the 
‘Year award. 

Two riders from Pagadian City—Rene 
Pamaran and Ferdinand Pulmones—likewise 
hugged the limelight with their convincing tri- 
umphs in their respective classes: 

Pamaran held his fort throughout the 12- 
lap race to upset erstwhile leader Carlo Baltao 


THE WORLD'S best badminton players 
will bring their act in the country when the 
5150000 JVC Asian Badminton Champi- 
onships heats up on Aug. 21-26 at the 
Philsports Arena in Pasig City. 


Ling's partner in bagging the Sydney 
Olympic gold in mixed doubles, Zhang Jun, 
and Indonesia's Tony Gunawan and Halim 
Haryanto are also installed as heavy favor- 
ites. 


champions coming 


organized by the Asian Badminton Confed- 
eration, the Philippine Badminton Associa- 
Чоп and the International Management Group. 

Focus, however, will be on siblings Kennie 
and Кеппеміс Asuncion, who are currently 


vals to rule the premiere Expert Runabout Su- 
per Stock 1200 over second placer James 
Baltao and Carlo Baltao. 

‘The victory also fortified his bid for a "three- 
peat" crown as he now holds solo leadership with 
a total of 240 points in this series sponsored by 


‘They will be crowded by other entries 
from 14 more countries including Chinese- 
Taipei, Hong Kong, Iran, Japan, Maldives 
and Myanmar. 

Local bet 
Llanes, Arol 
don the n. 


Batangas to host 
Sheil kart races 


TOSPICE up the competition, the sixth 
leg of the Shell Super Karting Champi- 
onships will be held this Sunday, July 
29, al the Batangas Racing Circuit in 
Rosario, Batangas instead of its usual 
home at the Carmona Racing Circuit in 
Carmona, Cavite. 

The change of venue—from the shor 
and tricky Carmona Circuit to the long 
and demanding Batangas Circuit—is ex- 


honing their skills in China. They topped last. 
month's JVC Open Badminton Champion- 
ships held at the Glorietta 

‘A whopping $13,000 awaits the 
men’s doubles winner while $7,500 goes 
to each player in the ladies and mixed 
doubles. 


Runabout Super Stock division, = No.1 in ladies doubles, will join 
Pulmones warded off the strong challenge | Olympic silver medali 
from Harley David and Excel Torres to win the | Gunawan of Indonesia in vying for the top 
Novice and Veterans race which is fast becom- | honors in the event which offers a top purse 
ing a favorite, luring a total of 12 participants. of $11,000 for men's singles and 
the distaff side. 


lan Piencenaves, Melvin 
‘Amahit and Jaime Junio will 
al colors in the tournament 


| 
| 
| 

and third placer Ben Sun Que in the Expert | China's Gao Ling and Huang Sui, the 
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NEW ARRIVALS. 


fAITSUSHIBA 
GOLF 


OVERCOME 


Chess warning 

THENATIONAL Chess Federation of the Philippines 
yesterday warmed chess players against competing in 
ihe Philippine Chess Grand Prix set to start tomorrow 
in Bacolod City. The waming came from Undersecretary 
Eduardo Soliman Jr who said that the Department ОГ 
Interior and Local Governments has nothing todo with 


Nokia, Coca-Cola, Bridgestone, Eastway 
Racing and Demvel's Enterprises. “It 
will be interesting to see how the karters 
will cope up with the change of venue,” 
said Lot Tan of Carmona Circuit Phils 

‘Among the Капет to watch this 
weekend are Pepon Marave, Philip. 
Alvendia, Manuel Mayo, Manuel Sy 
and Mon Tanjuatco in the centerpiece 
Formula super A category, 

The other notable participants аге: 

Formula 125/Rotax Challenge—Lee 
Bumgamer, Angelo Barreto, Juha Roiha, 
Ramon Hermoso and Bert Neuhof. 

Intercon—Allan Uy, Bingo Valero, 
Marzon Samson, Mario Cunanan and 
Christian Sotto. 

For details, call Carmona Circuit. 
Phils. at tel. 817-2241, 


icit support from the provinces. a ploy decried by NCFP 
president Eugene Torre. 


RP chessers 2nd 


‘THE PHILIPPINES finished second in thc Beijing Inter- 
national Youth Chess tournament held recently in the pected to pose new challenges to the 
Chinese capital. The Milo Checkmate team was сот. country's top Капет». 

posed of Gabby Layugan of Ateneo. Emmanuel It will also mark the first time that 
the Shell-sponsored karting series will 
be held in Batangas this year. 

Carmona hosted the first five legs in 
the series also sponsored by Shell He- 
lix, Shell Velocity, Shell Citibank 
Mastercard, Match Box/Hot Wheels. 


It's go for Menk... 


(From page A21) 


THÉ POWER TO 


Buy the LATEST in 
CG Enhancement Technology 


Tungsten Copper Inserts 


eMaraging Clubface 
at unbelievably low low prices! 


Handy Groove WaterBottle for Holly Hat for every 
Cleaner for every everypurchase of: purchase of: 
purchase of: TIPRODRIUER LADIES IRON 
PUTTERS Mens iRon or or WOOD SET 
CHIPPERS Woon SET 
REDEEMER UTILITY CLUBS. only available at 
HYPRO DRIVER 


Emperado of St. James College of Paratiaque, Bruce 
Alfred Reyes of OB Montessori and Rommelle de los 
‘Angelicum. Layugan, 9, was the most impres- 

he tied for firs with top seed Liu Zheng of Beijing. 


Ана By MR. 999 


Race 1—1. Loaded 2. on Lady 3. Sarratoga's Be 

"Dominant Dancer 4. D Contractor 5. Septembermom 
Face 2—1. King Aldrin 2. Howard Huge/Trck Shot 3. 
Dilorent 


semis series afier winning over Mobiline 
and Sta, Lucia Realty, respectively 

Meanwhile, lloilo Megavoltz's team 
owner Robert Puckett yesterday said 
he was willing to go to court to settle his 
differences with his erstwhile star 
Vince Hizon regarding the player's un- 
paid salary worth P7.4 million. 

Puckett initially offered a solar-and- 
wind powered house located in La Paz, 
Joio worth P7 million to Hizon as pay- 
ment for his services but the cager tumed 
itdown, The Megavoltz squad has since 

isbanded and filed for bankruptcy. 

With reports from Gerald Lacuarta 


ticing with the Rhummasters in their 
Quiapo gym. He said Menk's presence 
today is critical "not only to the team's 
chances of advancing but also to his team- 
mates morale" 
"Though he's not yet in perfect 
id Bugia, "his presence will be 
, Ж up our team which has 
suffered these past few conferences.” 
Winners in this twin playoff will face 
each other in a best-of-five semifinal se- 
ampion San Miguel Beer 
will figure ina separate 


Race 4—1. Picture Perfect 2. Tigra 3. Labuyo 
4. Simply Great 5. Worth Ur Wnie 
Ti Pro Driver 
360 cc of Awesome Power 
and Distance 
ow at an Introductory price of 
P12,000.00 oniy. 


‘Bound 4. Padron Real 5. Сай 10 Acton 
ace 63. inus Emperor 2 Jen & Shui 
VISIT US or CONTACT US AT mperor 2. Jhelen 3. Shutile's Magic 


progolf@skyinet.net 
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Above All 2. Southem Skies 3. Sunny 
‘View!Waving Oscar 4.Ful BlasuPlus Factor 
5. American Beauly 
эзе Laval New Wing Abang Тара» Road 
ташы is M. Ta No AGO TE04. 842 8060 


4. Gallant Rose 5. Katya/Priends 6. Boss Lino and Alaska. 


GOOD (UG 
PHILIPPINE Zitile denge Baseball Team 


be Ce 
bie 


On the road to vict 
tothe 19th World Championships "53 
in Tokyo, Janton ДА 
July 24 to July 30, 2001 fag 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER*PHILIPPINE AIRLINES* 
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Lito Poblador*Edward and Emily Ang*KIDS AT WORK*MOCJ*MGC Friends* 
VAR*SMART Communications* 
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‘Sports ON TV pm. 9. оп Star Sports at 9 a.m. (r) on Star 
боннир wy loeo Pingle the PGA Tour Spots 
Ld atiZpoon(r-8pum)on  — CYCLING: 2001 Tour 

BILLIARDS: 2001 Star Spons De France Highlights, : | 

BOK бро! ат. РА John Deere Siaga #17 at 1:40 pm (F T 
А jassie, Ft Roundat 10 = on А : SN 
[d NECI MN BASKETBALE: NBA Lg ementi, Y 
: " emis Ine а 8:30 pm. : SA mom 

Highighisiat@'sim.and Classic Event Semifinals on Star Sports ‘ALS. MENDOZA, Editor Ш EDWIN M. VILLANUEVA, Assistant itor 


Jus (pe РА ond send io 288 on you SMART or Yk Text celfone. 


It’s go for Menk; 
PBA says, ‘No!’ 


GAMES TODAY (Fhispors) Мом, for the bad news: The PBA the PBA to allow Menk to play." said meet at 5:15 pm. today at Philsports. 
5:18 p.m. Tanduay ve Purefoods won't let him play unl the next confer Chito Bugia, Tanduay team manager. Batang Red Bull battles Barangay 
7:30 p.m. - Ginebra vs Red Bull tence because the deadline for submis- “In fact he (Мелк) is there appealing Ginebra at 7:30 p.m., needing only to 
Sion of final lineup for the on-going with the league officials even ss we winto advance 
By MARC ANTHONY REYES Commissioner's Cup had expired lasi speak, It would be a pity if he couldn't DOI secretary Hemando Perez last 
Saturday. play for us tomorrow. Wednesday kel Bo recognize Мек 
THERE'S good news: news И was а devastating blow for the EA as a Filipino citizen after it was estab- 
a А qiiem who foralmosttwoyears РВА acting commissioner Sonny lished that Meak’s mother, Lucia Padua 
Tanduay Со. seni has POW have been trying to bring back Barrios said last night the decision Menk, wasn't an American citizen yet 
necte good news is. Erie Мелк into the fold despite initial disap- remains unchanged. When she gave birth to Eric on Aug. 24, 
sa finally allowed to play profession- Ms 
ally after the Department of Justice yes- eee бало жа бине г 
ally after the Department of Justice увя. migration Tanduay needs to beat Purefoods ` Bugia said Мелк is regularly prac- 
blood. 2 “We are irying our best to convince twice to make it to the semifinals. They IT'S GÓ/A20 


MBA: Gems battle Patriots 


STANDINGS 
LBC Batangas 
Andoks San Juan 
Negros 

Cebuana Lhuilier 
Fedex L, Lakers 
Nueva Ecija 
Davao Eagle 
Socsargen 


Gaus TODAY = Centzum Сув in Cabanatuan Су. the Gems to fae tough opposition es- 
Some Cebuana tuere Nueva Cima и uh pa R4 peany Wite Kaeva Ene 
Еда (Araullo Gym) slate, the Gems are picked to win overthe crowd out to distract them from accom- 
5:30 p.m—Fedex Laguna Lakers VS Patriots in their 3 p.m. match. The Gems — plishing their task of moving up the 
Davao (Rizal Memorial College Gym) beat the Patriots, 96-81, in their first en- standing, 
: крш Coe two wea baci in Ceba GO ЗМ воа нанео семан 
pcp аен ранае But with the Patriots hard-pressed Mitchell, an intimidating presence in the 
i third spot as it lakes on slumping to come up wit a victory lo say nthe Shaded aea whee hee mont wo 
o Моа Echa uday in the frt phase of fat for a polin tne neat round expeti abl эйе given ampie spare: 


NS 5 = 
MENK (left): Hurdles legal battle, but PBA remains as obstacle. Paras De La Salle trounces UST, 87-73 


is at right. титноо 


m 


By DENNIS EROA The Green Archers improved their two of his five triples which put the UE Pages, 74-62, seizing solo leader- 


` x J, outcome beyond dout ship wit straight wins. 
Nike 30n 3 tomorrow d. шш тшш Sa RE TRE PME Dei. mdi 


De Le Sale ваа eR а $173. With Ren Ren Ritualo and rookie two years continued to fail as it got pable as the UST Tiger Cubs edged the 
DAVAO CITY—Holy Child School tian School and University of Mindanao. shellacKingof UST crealimgafive-way Mark Cardona hing their shots, Һе waylai by the University of the East, La Salle Greenhills Begals 58-54, fora 
starts defense of ив tile in the Davao The champion will bring home indi- logjam for бги зро inpe UAAP men’s Green Archers racedtotherbiggestiend, 74-58, in the other seniors’ game. L-lecords о, Carora 21 
leg of the eighthNike3-on-3 basketball vidual medalsandP12000 worthoF Nike basketball championship last ight atthe 71-58. 1:39 remaining. Adamson took its 17ih La Salletrounces ү LA SALLE 07- Atalo 29. Cardona 25, 
championship tomorrow, July 28, atthe products. И will also represent Davao Philspors Arena. La Salle suddenly tumed coldinthe UST, 87-73 straight setback since los- Nucla урш б. Gavan Gn 
University of Mindanao Matina gym. in the national finals slated on Aug 18 like nthe pes theteamstilllacks fourth as UST uncorked а searing rally іар ај із 14 matches last year. MUST reia 18, асана Gg 
Eight new teams are entered inthe at SM Megamall the le: mar Wecrebraei ioo отобра to within 73-60, 3.28 lelt But The junior division war a different Mange 6 cop to Guzman t ant 
tournament—Assumption College of The field will be divided into four sid La Salle coach Franz Pumaren. Ritualo ended the uprising by draining story. The Baby Falcons clobbered the “Quarters 24-21, 48-32 71-48, 87-13. 
Davao, Christian High School, Daniel divisions with the top team n each group 
Aguinaldo High School, Deeper Life advancing into the crossover semifinals анн 
Academy, Holy Cross of Davao, Notre On hand to grace the opening cer- 21817 
Dame of Dadiangas, Philipine Science єпопу at 830 a.m. are Commissioner 
High School and St- Peter's College. Butch Ramirez of the Philippine Sports 
But Holy Child expects tough com- Commission. PSC regional director Joy 
petition from retumees Agro Industrial -Eacabo UMNB president Willie Torres 
Foundation College, Aieneo de Davao ard Ateneo de Davao Colless сика tonioht 
High School. Brokenshire Science High Omar Ramirez onig 
School, Davao Central High SchoolEmar ‘Nike Inc., which is presenting the 
Learning Center, Holy Child, Holy event, will be represented by Sports 
Cross of Agezo, Holy Cross of Sasa, Coordinator Rely San Agustin, Foot- 
Philippine Women's College, Rizai wear Product Line Manager Dennis Tan 
Memorial Colleges, Thompson Chris- and Area Coordinator Dondee Alderite 


ACTION returns to the 
Pasay City Cockpit when 
the special 4-cock event 
gets going at 7 tonight 


BL Showdown at Roligon 9% 


Hosted by well- 


THE MUCH-AWAITED BL Show- 10 months with seven (7) primary feath- KPown cocker Joey Lapid, 

down 7-Stag National Derby willbe held ers and with a general appearance of a едеу offers 

at the Roligon Mega Cockpit-ia stag. ааа 

Paraflaque City on Sept. 3,5 and 7. 2. All siags shall be categorized 10 Ше winners. Entry fee 
Hosted by Boy “Lechon” de Roca, into classes Y, R and M and will be ' P104 


: “This is a fining fol 
Juancho Aguirre and Danny "Show. matched accordingly to ensure that stags d 
Aw Ty ecaa milte paipai offi npe ros low-up to the cce 
in by many of the breeders and cockers — 3. — МОВА, GF-BAN, UCAP, . "CC Anniversary derby 
inthe county, NCA, MIGBA È PAGBA, GBA, ` “St week which aliracted 
Promoter Ty announced that the ІСВА banded stags shall be acceped: 136 entries,” said pit | Because of our attractive financing schemes, you can now own the BMW 529la, the 
farm-to-farm screening begins today. and must be presented for proper band- Managers. Oscar | bast carin the world. Avail of our 0% interest plan with a 50% downpayment, balance 
But screening at the Roligon is seton ing and categorization. өн, ЭАе Биа payable in one year, Or get an easy installment scheme with a 20% downpayment?" 
Aug 12,19, 26and Sep.2,from9a.m. "Ty said sags that passed the sereen- "d Butchoy Olano. : 
102 p.m. ing committee of Mimi Itchon and all 816-6750, 843- Come to our showroom from July 20 to 31 and marvel at our display of the world's. 
‘Call 91 421-1275, 833-1638 Juancho Aguirre can be accepted in а 1890 and 843-1746 for | — magnificent cars – 325 Coupé; Touring; Z3 Roadster; Z3 Coupé; М5 and other models. 
and 833-2275 for more details. зар derbies at Roligon. submission of weights (7 2 
“The criteria in this derby sponsored He also said that the 3-stagelimine- ®™h 2pm.) So, drive on down to Wheels now for this exciting offer Ы 
py Lakpus Drie box не оп wibe on Sept З камаа а , Meswhie regular | Special surprises await you oAdocarU proclaimed tna BH sb, The bet car the wa 
lags must nc lerthan 4 finals will be on Sep yam = Subject to bank approval 
1: P Stags must not be older than 4-stag finals willbe on Sept 7. ар : 
Monday, Tuesday and 


‘Si meyor. naman' a: HEAVY EQUIPMENT, ACCESSORIES, C.B.U. TRUCKS & VEHICLES 


popular Valenzuela Cockpit and ў L Auction Style M 


Sports Arena along MacArthur High- 


жау ees pdocked нары. 

tre of pos and рег ms РУМ © 

out inthe sels—jobes, cold, wet 

ел ] i) = 
“The orderto риск the шойт 220 pu s 

+ cockpit north of Manila was illad- : 
оу ey P E 

el with he hones ened baton 


: І AUGUST 8, 9 & 10, 2001; 8:30 ат — — 


members of the community who are depends entirely on its connection 
Iura Dump Truck 


z 


now putting the blameon Valenzuela and sphere of influence. The absence 
City Mayor Bobits Carlos and the of standardized rules and regulations 
city council for padlocking the cock- — governing the holding of cockfights GD 305 Grader A 
pit and depriving many people of ала derbies also adds to the prob- 
their main source of income. lem. 

Tm taking the cudgels for them If there are legal problems, even 
by supporting their сту for justice the Games and Amusements Board 
and their fight for equity and faimess. cannot intervene because it has no 
T'mrallying behind the call о reopen power to do so. The Department of 
the УСА in behalf of the displaced — Interior and Local Government also 
‘employees and workers, including the has no say in matters that involve 
Kristos and countless kids, especially  cockfighüng even though it has su- 
the impoverished street children who pervisary jurisdiction over ali LGUs. 
are overcoming the present harsh "The only available solution for 
Limes by returning honest errands іп- the time being is for the cockpit own- 
stead of sniffing shabu. ers to go to court. But then, the 

“Kawawa po naman kami,” said a wheel of justice grinds ever so slow 
crestfallen employee. "Ano po ang іп this God-forsaken country th 
gagawin ko? Mayroon pa naman  williake along. ong Ume forthe court =e E 

cong mga anak na pinag-aaral.” to decide the case. JANTEED o (Former Tateh Compou 

‘There are more than 1,500 regis- It's plain silly to stop the week- ар ALL LOTS MUST GOIN GUAR LLLZLZLLLIT Km 19 East Service Road 
tered cockpits in the country. How- day cocklighis at the suburban “CRANES DODERS» EXCAVATORS LOADERS GRADERS V COMPACTORS CRGO DUP FRE TANER North Luzon Expressway. 
ever, their operation is not regulated — VCSA. For aside from giving jobs to ОРЫС A MANLET TRUCKS REFRIGERATED LUMNUA VANS: PASSENGER VANS «TRACTOR HEADS Bato, Valenzuela City 
by the national government but by тапу people, itis also known for п — j| NG VANS» BUSES» EPS PASSENGER VANS E TRUCKS GEN SETS COMPRESSORS WELDERS . no: 90420215716, 984-0278/7 
the local government units or LGUs, staging charity concerts, with the PORTABLE LIGHT + FARM TRACTORS + EQUPMENT ATTACHMENTS + AND MORES 
Particularly the mayor and members proceeds going to the construction 


EA- 45 snc Compound, j 
fue Sengpunlan Becauseof hisset- Sf churches chevels and pleypround IE. Inspection and Pre-Registration Dates: [Seamer samen va 16 INC Compound Paso de Bina, 0 
up, the frequency with which acock- for siret children. August 4,5 & 6,2001 onm Tol. ne 884-0215718 9840278779 | 
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THE POWER TO LIVE THE LIFE YOU CHOOSE. 


Jumpshot 
game scores _ 
in real time _ 
on demand; 4 


Get up-to- > 

the-minute ^ 
updates when 
you subscribe. 


ао сасе 


New SMART zed ШААР. The comprehensive ШААР coverage every fan must not miss. Get 
i (game updates, schedules, and even quarterly and ending scores—in real time! 


There are two ways to score info on your favorite UAAP teams: 5 { | ! 
*.. Subscribe to SMART zed UAAP and automatically get ШААР updates as they happen. PKG START nene || 
D & request is updates whenever you wantthem. UAAP H Diverse] 
ог example: 
a. Type UAAP SKED and send to 288 to request for UAAP game schedules. 
b. Туре UAAP NEWS and send to 288 to request for the latest UAAP news. E. i 
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Masseur arrested s £L 


Of Victim — (Sf RETROSPECT нн 


identifi eo» hn. Roxy АП 
or Tadao murder 5 Е = 
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KNIGHTS P150 CONSUNANE 
- zd FEEDBACK erm 
oe e. Bv CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA -—1:u ҮЛҮ 


radi HERZ/BROWNIE 150 CONS.F&D 
ecu e алаа mee 18 KAMPO TRUE rara роси 
connection with the killing of Japanese harpist 
‘Tadao Hayashi in Caloocan City on Sunday. H'a kerel 1's newl A камаша ЗАПИ 


Members of Task Force Tadao arrested Alex GLADYS & D' BOKERS P 10 CONSUMABLE 
Tlagan, 31, at his cousin's house in Floodway, LIFESTREAM NXT PAG ЕЗВЛЇЗВЛӨ 
Rese City tet Sagir mman days MR 3 YAMAN W OREATOMDE P100 ENTRANCE 
witness claimed he saw the suspect in Hayashi's SIN/RIDGE 90935 1180 
house. 4 mam à 
Secretary Joey Lina of the Department of Inte- Hotend cod SIDE А UIN 
riot and Local Government presented the sus- w compressor Wi itr 28, SATURDAY) 735.1405 


pect to reporters at the Caloocan Police Head- 
quarters yesterday. 

At the press conference, Hayashi's neighbor 
Reynaldo Orillano said Hagan was the man he 
saw knocking on Hayashi's house at LD Village, 
Tala, Caloocan City Sunday evening. 

Antonio Clet, 57, Hayashi's aide, found the 
harpists body soaked in blood the following 
moming. Money from Hayashi's wallet, a new 
CD player and а camera were missing, a police. RETE UM 
report said. Far SISTI: Emel uique] Gana con 

"Hayashi was killed between 8 and 10 pm.on [_Webste asaros ww siquentonstions con ph, 
Sunday, said Supt. 
Dionicio Borromeo, 
Caloocan Station In- 
vestigation and Intelli- 
gence Division chief.. 

But Iagan did not 
apparently match the 
sketch of a suspect 
which police released 
on Tuesday. The 
Sketch was based on 
Onillano's description. 

1n the sketch, the 
suspect was described 
to be S-foot-4 and of 
medium build, But 
Ilagan is about 5-foot- 
9 inches tall and heavily 
built. 

Ви Borromeo set 
aside the discrepancy 
and said police were 
convinced it was 
Tagan who killed 
Hayashi. 

Tlagaa, said to be 
Hayashi's lover and 
ew masseur, allegedly 

tANDYHORMIOEA З MASSEUR/A24 


Lesbian hunted 
for disappearance 
of Miss Caloocan 
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atch the streets of Eastwood City Walk 
transform into a spectacle for the 
whole family. Bring the kids over 
, and treat them to а weekend 
of street revelry. 

Have oodles and oodles of 
i fun with... 


е А В 32 `2 Mesmerizing magic and 
$ puppet shows 
+ Face-painting sessions 
@ Eastwood City Walk ADR 
& 4 * Street performances by mime 


artists, clowns and puppeteers 
* And many more treats and surprises! 


Bed 


PROGRAM 
JULY 28 (SAT.) AND JULY 29 (SUN.) 
Sam . Kiddie Video; Coloring Showroom 
i0am C Water Plaza 


llam Face Painting; Ceramic Painting Water Plaza , 
12 nn Mime Artist; Clowns Restaurant — City Walk/ 


BY CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA Hopping/Giving away Balloons Viewing Tower 
Сапсан Water Plaz 
POLICE are looking fora lesbian suspected of having abducted Трен. 2 We i x 
last week the 16-year-old Mutya ng Caloocan 2001 titleholder. 2pm Mascot Appearance/Scavenger Vater Plaza; 
Relatives of Sheena Marie Gumabon believe that Leah Hunt/Other Games Viewing Tower 


Reyes, 28, kidnapped her on July 17 at a public market in 
Novaliches, Caloocan. 

"We know she (Reyes) took her. We couldn't think of any- 
body else,” Gumabon's mother, Herminia, 51, told the INQUIRER- 

Carlos Zapanta, 32, Gumabon' s uncle, said his niece was 
last seen near Emesto's Videoke at the Novaliches market. 
Gumabon was supposed to be on her way to the Manila Cen- 
tral University, where she is a freshman taking up Pharmacy. 
She also worked as a singer at Emesto’s videoke. 

Herminia said Reyes who lives near the videoke has been 
courting her daughter since they met a year ago. Last year, 
Herminia said Reyes lured Gumabon into staying with her in 
an apartelle in Lagro, Novaliches from Dec. 22 to 25. 

The incident was recorded on police blotter. 


5pm Balloon Water Plaza . 
4pm Puppet Show/Magic Show Water Plaza 


FREE ADMISSION 


But Gumabon managed to “escape” that time after the Reyes %. 
left her at the Gotesco mall on Commonwealth Avenue in & 
Quezon City, Herminia sid. „A 

She said that after her daughter won the Mutya ng * ‘Ss bananas 
Caloocan crown, the title once held by deposed President i | 35 A 


E Rodriguez Avenue (C), 


ES С) Estrada’s rumored daughter Josephine Rose "JR" Ejercito, ] le as i cane 


GUMABON Reyes again pursued Gumabon. 
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Year-old f 
girl killed 


THIS IS not an isolated case, apro- ау himingi muna akò ng release pa- 


Letter from a protesting boxer 


fessional boxer getting the rough deal, 
complete with the shameless run- 
around from promoters and other in- 
volved parties. The talented world- 


pers sa manager ko at ako ay bibigyan 
niya ng laban dito sa Pilipinas at sa 
US. Hindi naman po nag-atubili at 
ako ay makipag-usap sa dati kong 


by car 


A ONE-YEAR-OLD girl who was just 


iei class fighter, a former World Boxing manager na si Mr. Espiritu at ako ay pansamantalang naiurong sa dalawang 
beginning to make her first steps died | Federation (WBF) ightweightcham- kanyang pinagbigyan at pumirma Recah kadahilanan. 
violently when а car ran over herin | pion, hasdecidedtobarchis woes in siya ng nasabing release papers па = "Piy e] ge] Tas daw рог ey paglabex dew po 
Quezon City yesterday. ‘etter to the head ofthe Games and inihanda pa ni Mr. Elorde. тїпїйа‹ ako sa kontrata ko за promosyon ni Mr. 


Instead of stopping to help the 


i ‘Amusement Board. But he also fur- —— Samadall'isabl po, ibinigay ko ang Elorde dahil hindi daw po sumipot Pagkatapos po ng nasabing title 
tim, the driver stepped on the gas, Po- | fished the Inquirer a copy, which — pirmadong release papers kasama ang } nitong huling promosyon niya. fight, pinayagan din po nila akong 
lice said. we print here in its original form, with aking Philippine passport kay Mr. daw akong mag-alala at nailipat lang daw Paano naman po ako sisipot ay hindi lumaban sa ibang mga local boxers dito 
Christine Ancheta, of Kampupot | the hope it would reach other con- Bebot Elorde. Mataposkongibigayang ang petsa ng laban ko saunang linggong ako nasabihan at inakalakoponahindi за atin at noong Enero 2, 2001 ay 
Street, Roxas District, Quezon City, | cerned authorities, and the general mga nasabing dokumento, binigyanpo Hunyo. Ngunit lumipas ang unang linggo matutuloy ang laban ko. Sa akin pong binigyan din nila ako ng medical clear- 
died on the spot after the car ran over | publicas well. Please read on. ako ni Mr. Elorde ng anim па libong пе Hunyo, hindi rin natuloy ang aking pagkakaintindi, kahit na nakapirma ance at pinayagang lumaban sa PABA 
о ач нра sos piso (P6,000) bilang cash advance,sabay laban. akong una kay Mr. Elorde ay hindi ito lightweight championship fight sa 
SPO4 Rey Gonzales, ofthe Central Po- | Chairman Dominador R. Cepeda, sabingbibigyandawniyaakonglaban Tinawagan ko po sa telepono si Mr. valid hanggang hindi ito naipa-file sa Thailand. 
lice District- Traffic Sector IV. к. за Мау 26at акоро ay pinapirma niya Elrdengunitangsbisackinngsumasagot GAB,gayangginawaniMr.Gelloani Sasbotngakingkadamananpmga 
The girl suffered many broken алі | Games and Amusement Board пр isang blangkong fight contract at sa telepono ay wala siya o dili kaya siya па agad niyang inapply sa nasabing taong nakipag-usap sa kanila sa mga 
crushed bones, police said. Legaspi Towers 200, Paseo de  pagkatspusdawponglabansanasabing umano ay abala. Nakakalungkot po ang tanggapan ang aking laban kay Dindo nasabing laban ko ay mga malalapit 
Gonzales said the accident happened | Roxas Beta м ako ay mananalo ay баймын  mengyalwarwisawalaangpinaphendean  Castanares kayat ito ang inaprobahan na kaibigan ng mga opisyales sa GAB. 
around 12 p.m. yesterday along | Makati City daw poniyaakosa USkasamaangiba kong laban pati na ро ang pangarapkong ng GAB. Ngunit kung hindi nila kaibigan ay 
Kampupot Street. niyang mga boksingero upang doon makalaban sa Amerika dahil mula noon ау Kung ang sasabihin naman ng тра hindi nila pagbibigyan at ang tulad 
‘The girl slipped out of their house | Sir, lumaban. ‘wala na akong nadinig na balita mula sa namamahala sa GAB na may waiverat kong boxer ang kawawa. 
unnoticed by her mother who was busy Sana po sa pamamagitan ng aoe kampo ni Mr. Elorde. pumayag si Mr. Gell-ani па lumaban ako. Sana naman po Mr. Chairman ay 
preparing lunch. sulat kong Но a, malpasbetkosé Matapos ang pagkikita naming iyon = Labosposkong nag-alala matapos sa promosyon пі Mr. Elorde, hindi po bigyan ninyo ng pansin ang kaso kong 


‘Gonzales said investigators were still 
trying to find out if witnesses saw what 
kind of car the suspect was driving, or if 
anyone was able to jot down the license 


inyong butihing tanggapan ang 
aking paliwanag na may 
kinalaman sa akin bilang isang 
propesyonal na boksingero dito sa 


ni Mr. Elorde, masaya po akong umuwi 
sa aking pamilya dala ang nasabing halaga 
at ang magandang balita. Laking tuwa po 
ng aking asawa at mga magulang nang 


plate numi Philip С. Tubeza | ting bansa. sabihin ko ito sa kanila. Sa katunayan ay 
'Noong buwan ng Abril, taong pinaghandaan ko po ang magiging laban 

M kasalukuyan, ako po ay inilapitni ko na sinabi sa akin ni Mr. Elorde at ako 
asseur... Mr. Alfred Maglinao kay Mr. розу nagensayo sa Mandaluyong City 


Bebot Elorde upang humingi ng Gym. Ngunit ang aking kagalakan ay 


From page A23) laban sa kanyang promosyon. Sa nabahiran ng lungkot nang lumipasang para lamang may pangtawid gutomako ayaw akong payagan ng GAB na naiisahan ng mga mapagsamantalang 
una ay nag-alinlangan si Mr. nasabing petsa at hindi natuloyangaking at ang aking pamilya. lumaban at i-renew ang aking lisensiya mga tao. Mahirap lamang po ako. 

Killed the Japanese when the harpist | Elorde kasi po alam niyangakoay laban sa hindi malamang dahilan. Nitong nakarzang ikalawang linggong ау may trace daw ng Hepa ang aking Sana naman maawa kayo. 
intothesuspect'sdemand, | may management contract kay Dagli po akong nakipag-usap kay Hunyo, inalok po ako ni Mr. Sammy medical. Alam ko po ito, at ito ay Lubos na gumagalang, 
idencefoundinthevictm's | Danny Espiritu, kaya angsabiniya Mr. Bebot at ang sabi niya зу huwag Gello-ani, isang promotersaCebu,atsa nalaman ko mga dalawang taon na ang JOSELITO RIVERA 


Borromeo said Iagan makes a living 


BARES 
EYE 


ang nasabing pangyayari. Nagugutom ро 
fang aking mag-iina na umaasa lang sa 
Sking kin sa pagbo-boksing Dalawa 
po ang aking anak at wala naman akong 
ibang hanapbuhay kundi boksing lang- 
Kaya sinabi ko sa aking sarili па kung 
may magbibigay ng pagkakataon na 
makalaban ako, maliban sa promosyon 
шї Mr. Elorde, to ay aking tatanggapin 


Sa 


desisyon. 


pamamagitan ni Mr. Jimmy 2260 ay 
pumirma po ako ng aking fight contract 
para sa RP jr. welterweight laban kay 
Dindo Castanares na dapat se 

nitong Hulyo 22, 2001, ngunit ito ay 


ako sinangguni ni Mr. Gell-ani at 
tinanong kung payag akong lumaban. 
Nilabag ng GAB at ni Mr. Gello-ani ang 
aking karapatan bilang 

Propesyonal na boksingero. Sila-sila ang 
nag-usap at hindi ako binigyan ng 
pagkakataon na ibigay ang aking 


Ang ika-dalawang dahilan kung bakit 


nakakaraan noong i-match ako ni Mr. 
Jimmy Zuno sa Australia, Hindi po 
‘ako pinatuloy ni Mr. Zuno sa laban 
kong iyon dahil sa nasabing medical 
findings. Ngunit bakit po ako 
binigyan ng GAB ng medical clear- 
ance at pinayagang lumaban sa WBF 
title fight na kung saan ay nanalo ako 
noong Marso 23, 20007 


a ay 


ito. Alam ko pong isa kayong 
matuwid na opisyal ng GAB at hindi 
ninyo ako papayagan па maapi ng 
mga taong mapagsamantala. 
Masakit pong isipin na kung wala 
kaming mga boksingero, siguro wala 
ding trabaho ang ilang tiwaling 
opisyales ng GAB. Isa lamang ako sa 
maraming boksingero na lagi na lamang 


isang 


by befriending male homosexuals and 
Turing them into giving him money. 
Tagan used to be the lover of one 
Cesar Villanueva, owner of an antique 
shop in Quezon City, Borromeo said. 
Villanueva reportedly severed the 
relationship when Hagan allegedly started 
to demand too much money from him. 
‘One time, the suspect allegedly ran 
amuck in Villanueva's shop when he 
failed to give in to Ilagan's request. 
їп ап interview, Hagan admitted he 
was Hayashi's masseur, but not his 
lover. He said a fiend introduced him to 
Hayashi in 1987 and began to regularly 
visit the Japanese to give him a mas- 
sage, 


By CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA differences.” 
He gave the advice after a fac- 
n led by the College Editors’ Guild 
of the Philippines (CEGP) and a 
‘group headed by the Movement for 
the Advancement of Student Power 
(MASP) revealed a crack in what 
appeared to be a formidable call for 
ROTC's abolition. 

Rey Asis of CEGP had claimed 
the MASP faction was willing to 
compromise with the government 


"DON'T divide yourselves and get 
conquered." 

The father of slain Reserve Of- 
ficers Training Corps (ROTC) cadet 
Mark Welson Chua of the Univer- 
sity of Sto. Tomas on Wednesday 
gave this piece of fatherly advice to 
warring student groups calling for 
the abolition of the military training 


їйїп. 


“I never extorted money from him," 
Tagan said. "He was the one who vol- 


unteered to give me money." Unless the groups get their over the mere reformation ofthe mili- Kristiyano. Chua said both factions should 
He said he last saw Hayashi over acts together, their campaign tary program "The MASP faction includes the just join his call for a reform of the 
two years ago. would fail, Welson Chua told the Emman Hizon, national coordi- Student Councils Association of the ROTC. 


Hagan insisted he could not have 


н INQUIRER. nator of MASP, said Asis’ accu- Philippines. Chua said his slain son, Mark, 
killed Hayashi because the victim was "Tis is not the time for sation was merely born out of the Chua said the bickering of the would have wanted to change the 
“very good to (him). bickering,” he said. "This is a, ideological differences between two factions is “unhealthy” for their “corrupt” system, not abolish it 


"I could not have killed him, he is 
even the godfather of my eldest son,” 
Парал said in Filipino. 

"Police are set to file robbery with 
homicide charges against Ilagan before. 
the city prosecutor's office. 


time to set aside idéological™ their groups. He said his group 


cadets told 


started the campaign and would 
continue pushing for ROTC’s abo- 


CEGP is part of Abolish!, a net- 
‘work of student groups calling for 
the unconditional abolition of 
ROTC. The network includes 
Anakbayan, National Union of 
Students in the Philippines, Stu- 
dent Christian Movement, League 
of Filipino Students, and the 
Kalipunan ^ ng 


campaign. 


It's time to get real.” 


Kabataang civic activities. 
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Excess fat out! 
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"Great hair should go with 
а great body. That's why | take 
EXOFAT" Forte. | recommend 
EXOFAT to my clients. 


As a commercial stylist, | lead а 
busy lifestyle maintaining the 
high standards of my six salon 
branches. But | try to lead a 
disciplined, healthy lifestyle. | rely 
оп EXOFAT Forte. It helps me look 
good, feel good. 


~ Crispin Britanico 
Creative Dractor / Owner 
Horbytes Solon. 


New double-strength EXOFAT* Forte. 
helps you get rid of even more fat 
the healthy way. 


* Contains Liphosan™, a natural marine fiber that » With Oligofructose, a special Ingredient that promotes 
‘absorbs.up to 60 grams of excess fat intake before overall digestive health. 
It is absorbed by the body. * BFAD-approved as 100% all-natural and safe to use for 

* No undesirable digestive reaction (l.e. olly long-term basis without worry of eventual side-effects, 
discharge experienced from synthetic diet pils) • No prescriptions needed. 

* Works only on excess fat Intake, and not on * Recommended by doctors and healthcare professionals 
carbohydrates. nationwide. 

Create a New You. Call EXOFAT Advantage Team Hollines. (02) 638-1691 to 93 
Fax: (02) 638-8958 Toll-free no.: 1-800-1888-8648 (domestic calls only) + E-mail: exofat@germed.com.ph 
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Avaliable in all leading drugstores nationwide. 


Bv AGNES E. DONATO 


POLICE on Wednesday arrested another suspected 
member of a car theft syndicate that last week victim- 
ized actor-director А] Tantay. 

‘Supt. Antonio Aguilar, Eastem Police District crimi- 
nal investigation chief, identified the suspect as busi- 
nessman Jaime Cruz, 53, of Morales Compound, Sta. 
Lucia, Pasig City. 

Cruz was apprehended inside his home about 1:30 
pm. after he was implicated by Chinese-Filipino busi- 
nessman Francis Ong, 47, who was arrested last Sun- 
day by police agents. 

Aguilar said his group tapped the help of SPO3 Reggie 
Sia. Ana of the Central Police District to track down 
Cruz, who is also engaged in buying and selling cars 

But Cruz denied knowing Ong and being involved 
with a group of big-time car thieves preying on luxury 
cars in Metro Manila. 

Police are now preparing car theft charges against 
Cruz before the Pasig City Prosecutor's Office. Cruz 
is detained at the Pasig City police station. 


By PuiLiP C. TUBEZA 


MASON Miguel B. Andres, 58, was killed late Tues- 
day afternoon for running into а young boy while walk- 
ing home ín Quezon City. 

Andres, of 113 Pluto St., Barangay Bahay Toro, 
Quezon City, was drunk when he bumped and nearly 
stumbled on the son of fellow mason Ricardo 
Diestura, 37, of 292 Pook Masagana, also in 
Barangay Bahay Toro, said investigator SPOI 
Cresencio Bajao of the Central Police District-Crimi- 
nal Investigation Unit. 

Because of the accident, the suspect beat up the 
victim, who lost consciousness when he fell and hit his 
head on the concrete pavement, Bajao said. Andres did 
mot regain consciousness. 

Bajao said the victim had too much to drink that 
afternoon and was trying to maintain his balance as he 


Book 
launch 
in UP 


THE HONOR Society of 
Phi Kappa Phi of the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines. 
will launch the book "Phi 


pening. 


Aug. 1, at the Bahay ng "00005, 


Alumni at UP Diliman. 


Phi Kappa Phi activites. 


Benjamin Abalos, Metro Manila 
Development Authority chair, on 
Sunday threw his support behi 

the anti-ROTC campaign. He said 
cadets should be given the option 
to attend ROTC classes or do socio- 


‘Mark was abducted and killed by 


WHEN carpenter Romulo D. Lanuza, 
50, heard several gunshots late Wednes- 
day night, he went out of his home in 
Quezon City to find out what was hap- 


The next thing his son Jerson knew, 
Lanuza was down on the pavement, М 
bleeding to death from several gunshot 


Lanuza, of 34 President Quezon Ex- 
tension, Barangay Commonwealth, 
Quezon City, died after suspect 
Laurence Leal, also of President Quezon. 
Extension, shot him several times, said 
investigator PO3 Jojo Miranda of the 
Central Police District-Criminal Inves- 


to be united 


“The problem is there's too much 
politics,” he said. “It's obvious that 
Some militant groups as well as poli- 
ticians are just riding on the issue. 


supposed soldiers after he exposed 
the alleged anomalies in the UST 
ROTC program. 

Chua wants to have mandatory 
and complete ROTC training for one 
summer “to lessen if not eradicate 
the corruption.” 

Cadets are currently required to 
finish four semesters of ROTC, 

Chua's stand, however, faces 
rough sailing as militant student 
groups are pushing for the ROTC's 
immediate abolition 

Priests, school administrators, 
and members of the media are set to 
form the "Bantay ROTC” group that 
would look into complaints about 
‘and the problems of the student mili- 
tary program, Chua said, 


Car theft suspect nabbed for preying on TV director 


Earlier investigation showed that Ong pawned to 
Tantay a brown Tuscany Land Cruiser for P720,000, 
with the help of the actor's long-time friend Jose Mari 
de Leon las July 9. 

Tantay showed police а note that Ong wrote where 
he promised to redeem the car for P800,000. 

‘After a week, Ong called up Tantay and asked him if 
he would be interested in buying the car. Ong was said 
to have asked the actor to pay an additional P250,000 
for the car and P150,000 in commission to de Leon for 
acting as middleman. 

This prompted Tantay to check the documents 
Ong had furnished him. He then learned from the PNP 
‘Traffic Management Group that the Land Cruiser was 
astolen vehicle 

“TMG records also showed that the car was stolen 
from Fernando Bulabao, of Pandacan, Manila, while it 
was parked on М.Н. del Pilar Street in Malate, Manila 
Jast June 20. 

"The vehicle's original license plate also штей out. 
tobe VMC 251. The one on the Tuscany Land Cruiser 
was traced to an Isuzu Gemini 


Mason dies after beating 
for bumping QC boy 


walked home on Masagana Stet, Barangay Bahay 
Toro at 5:10 pam. 

‘But near the suspect's house, Andres collided with 
Diestura’s son and nearly fell on the boy, Bajao said. 

Bajao said this infuriated the suspect, who ap- 
proached the victim and began to punch the living day- 
lights out of Andres. 

As he was being punched, Andres lost his balance 
and hit his head on the pavement, Bajao said. 

Andres lost consciousness and witnesses said there 
was blood oozing from the victim's head. 

"The victim's stepson, Ricky Abella, took the vic- 
tim to the Quezon City General Hospital, Bajao said, 

But the victim did not recover from the coma and 
was transferred to the National Kidney and Trans- 
plant Institute. He died about 5 a.m. yesterday, Bajao 
said, 

Police are now looking for the suspect. 


Carpenter shot dead 


By PHILIP C. TUBEZA 


tigation Unit (CPD-CIU). 

Lanuza was resting at home when he 
heard gunshots at 10:19 p.m., Miranda 
said. 

He said Lanuza decided to check it 
ош. 

When he stepped out of his house, 
Lanuza saw Leal holding a9 mm. pistol, 

nda said. 

"Without any warning and for still 
unknown reasons, the suspect opened 
fire and shot Lanuza several times, 
Miranda added. 

As Lanuza fell, the suspect ran away, 
carrying his gun with him, police said, 

‘Miranda said Lanuza's son Jerson 
also went out of the house when he heard. 
the shots that killed his father." 


METRO TA: 
2chargedin Pasayfraud Manila councilor warns on misuse 


businessman Zapanta last Wednesday 
н ише morning at the office of Amelita Dela 


messes Sweet of historical paintings, papers 


FRIDAY; JULY 27, 200 


on has fed Seay nhs complaint, Zapanta accused 
Мно aac aadmie Dela Cruz of demanding P2,000 as 
issuance of government business per- grease money when he applied fora Бү JEROME ANING 


i tographer hired by the businessman only — Manila's heritage." country in the gathering, chaired a work- 
mits in Pasay City. business permit last July 9. y = 028 


" sought permission to take shots of the The alderman said the catalogue-in- shop on the preservation of cultural her 
Amelita dela Cruz, Pasay City govem- ЭНИ Б om Ор s to be “for the Lito Atienza to conduct a complete in- tures would be used. city's historical documents and works campus would actually enhance the 140- 
ment Business Permit and Licensing was supposed to be forte amory af historical and cultural art- “CTs а plain case of misrepre- - of art from unscrupulous businessmen, year-old Mehan 
Office chief, and Leo Francisco, a known ы pro- orks and documents now in the cus- sentation to gain profit at the expense but also from néglect and vandalism. Environmental and conservation 
fixer at the Pasay City Hall, were cessing ofhis application. tod of the city government of the city government,” the councilor The resolution was referred to the — groups, as well as the National Histori-, 
charged before the local city Prosecu- ie Dela Cruz to accept the pay. 44,C2Uncilor Luciano “Lou” Veloso of sid. Council's committees on laws and the cal Insite and the National Commis- 
tors Office with indirect bribery and vio. persuade Dela Cruz to accept he POY" Manila's Sth district made the appeal Under Veloso’s resolution, persons education, culture and sports. sion for Culture and the Arts, oppose 
1абоп of the Anti-Graft and Corrupt ment for the regular fee promised him а а proposed resolution after he ог fims who wish to use cultural and Other councilors also wanted to in- the construction 
Practices Act of the Philippines. thatthe grease money woul follow МЕ. learned that a businessman recently historical objects in the custody of Ma- clude in the eatalogue-inventory all — They argued that the Мени his- 
Lawyer Elfren Meneses, NBI Anti- But he reported the incident tothe NBI. took a picture of the mural at the nila should first obtain permission and buildings, monuments, shrines and his- torical and cultural significance would 
Fraud and Computer Crimes Division Aside from the charges, Meneses mid Bulwagang Antonio Villegas in City approval from City Hallbefore they ean torical places in the light ofthe contro- Бе best preserved if it remains a public 
chief said the suspects were the sub. he would also investigate reports that Halland reproduced it in а commer- be reproduced in any medium or foma versy regarding the construction ofthe park 
jects ofa complaint filedinhisofficeby Mr: Dela Cruz was not an employes of cial calendar. for commercial purposes. City College of Manila campus on the But Atienza, recalling a study by the 
43-year-old Edgardo Zapanta. the city govemment able for iq Раі, done by National Art- Veloso, who chairs the City  Mehan Garden United Nations Educational, Sclenfie 
Meneses said that an entrapment ie said that he could be fable Гог ist Carlos “Botong” Francisco, depicts Councils tourism and trade andindus- Atienza defended his CCM project and Cultural Organization, told partici- 
operation was immediately mounted usurpation о authority. d criminal ac) highlights in Manila's history since the try committees, said historical paint- at the recently concluded 2001 Asia- — pants in the conference that those who 
following the complaint, which resulted punishable under the Revise pre-Hispanic period. Veloso said the ings, photographs and documents which Pacific Cultural Cooperation Conference sought “to preserve the cultural and his- 
in the arrest of Francisco. Code of the Philippines. Calendar bore no credit as to the source е city government acquired through- in Taipei, Taiwan, which was attended torical heritage, should also address the 
He said Francisco was caught inthe | Meneses said Francisco was released ofthe painting, ош 400 years of existence “are consid- Бу 42 mayors inthe region development needs of the present and 
act of accepting a P2,000 bribe from from custody for further investigation. Veloso also revealed that the pho- егей not only priceless, but part of Тһе mayor, who represented the — future generations." 


MMDA vital 
—Abalos 


By NELSON F. FLORES 


METROPOLITAN Manila Development Authority 
Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. yesterday said the MMDA 
has an indispensable role in the development of Metro 
Manila. 

Earlier, Valenzuela City Rep. Magtanggol 
Guinigundo Jr. said the MMDA should be abolished 
because of redundancy of function. 

He said that local government units could effec- 
„tively perform the tasks the MMDA is performing. 

In his defense of the MMDA, Abalos said that any 
shortcoming of the agency should be blamed on him 
and not on the institution. Without the MMDA, 
Abalos stressed that the development of Metro Ma- 
nila would be uneven. 

He said the MMDA coordinates the development 
programs of the different city and municipal govern- 
‘ments in Metro Manila, particularly those concerning. 
garbage management, land use, traffic regulation and 
environmental development. 

Abalos cited as an example the successful existence 
of a government institution similar to the MMDA in 
‘Tokyo, Japan, which coordinates the development of 
the different areas of Metropolitan Tokyo. 

He said it would be "dead wrong” to abolish the 
MMDA, especially now that the country is entering 
into a new phase of history 

What should be done, Abalos said, is to strengthen 
the MMDA as a government body to hasten the coor- 
inated development of Metro Manila. 

Abalos invited Guinigundo fora dialogue. Не said the 
young solon could share his ideas on how to develop 
Metro Manila adding that he would appreciate any help 
that would lead to Metro Manila's development. 


Pasig mayor 
releases funds 
for pay raise 


WHILE other local government agencies are still won- 
dering where to get their S-percent salary increase as 
‘mandated by Local Budget Circular No. 74 issued by 
the Department of Budget and Management, Mayor 
Soly Eusebio ordered the immediate release of funds 
forthe pay adjustment of almost 3,000 Pasig govern- 
ment employees 

Eusebio, the very first woman chief executive of 
Pasig City, thus beat other local governments and even 
national agencies to the draw. 

Eusebio said she believes thatthe 5 percent across the 
board maximum increase is not even enough to cushion 
the impact of the economic crisis, but she added the 
{government can only comply with the limit since this is 
the maximum allowed by the DBM circular 

have started to streamline operations and have 
made high professionalism in government service one 
of our main agenda,” she said. "So why not increase. 
the pay of our very own people?" 

She warned, however, that she would not tolerate 
excesses and abuses in the bureaucracy and she ap- 
pealed to her employees to give their best in serving 
the people. 


Woman inmate 
saves drunken 
man from jail 
By AGNES E. DONATO # 


A WOMAN inmate of the Pasig City jail yes- 
terday saved a drunken employee of the Land 
‘Transportation Franchise and Regulatory Board 
from joining her in detention by lending him 
money for his taxi fare. 

‘Arnel Yabut, 38, a staff member of the 
LTFRB in Quezon City, was brought to the 
police station by a taxi driver after Yabut failed 
to pay the P160 fare. 

Yabut told police he went to drink at a club. 
on Timog Avenue in Quezon City Wednesday 
night. About 2 a.m., he realized he already had 
too much to drink and decided to go home. 

He flagged down a taxi and asked to be taken 
to his house at 555 C. Santos St. in Barangay 
Pineda, Pasig City. 

‘But when the taxi reached his address, Yabut 
found out he had only P7 left in his pocket. Не 
offered to pawn his cell phone to the driver but. 
the latter turned it down and complained in- 
stead to the police. д 

At the Pasig City police station, inmate. 
Josephine Quizon, 25, took pity on Yabut. 
Quizon, who was being held for alleged illegal 
drug use, lent Yabut the money for his car fare. 

Yabut in return turned over his Nokia 5110 
‘mobile phone to the inmate as an assurance that 
he would pay her back. 


A MANIFESTO OF CONCERN 


The liberalization of the air transport industry has been cited as the tool 

that will hasten the development of the economy, and fuel progress in the 

country. This was the basis for the drafting of Executive Order 219 in 1995, 

which transformed the country’s civil aviation industry from a one-airline 

monopoly to a free market. Expectations ran high that liberalization would 
finally stimulate the economy. 


However, it has also become evident that issues continue to hound Philippine 
civil aviation. While the liberalization of air transport holds the key to 
economic expansion, it also presents risks and potential pitfalls, not 
only for local air carriers, but for affected sectors of the economy as well. 


We believe in liberalization, as opposed to “Open Skies”, as a sound 

economic tool that hastens economic development and as an irreversible 

wave that now sweeps the global arena. To say that we should now 

reverse liberalization to protect certain industries, companies, or interests 
would be foolish and short-sighted. 


But we also believe that the government must see to it that the liberalization 
of air transport be implemented through an integraied approach, taking 
into account the varied needs and requirements of the different sectors of 
the economy that depend, one way or the other, on air transport. The 
government must guard against an excessive interpretation and hasty 
implementation of liberalization, which we believe would be disastrous for 
our economy. Instead, government must conduct a thorough study of how 
to implement a rational liberalization policy, one that will ensure long-term 
growth and not just short-term gains. 


The Save Our Skies Movement calls on our leaders to adopt a rational view 

of air transport liberalization. We believe that opening our skies will not 

automatically mean progress, employment and profit. The appropriate 

policies need to be based on inputs from sectors of the economy that 

are directly affected by such policies. Without this coordination and 

cooperation between government and industry, the effects of liberalization 
may never be realized. 


SAVE OUR SKIES- 


"A movement initiated by the Network of Independent Travel Agencies and supported by the country's 


Travel and Tour Agencies, Freight Forwarders and Exporters." 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


1ой C. CAMINO, Editor 


IF "Bakit Ngayon Ka Lang" was the 
country's anthem several months 
back, our country's obsession now 
is Aiza Seguerra's "Pagdating ng 
Panahon.” 

1 have two copies of Aiza's CD. 
One for my car, and one for my 
home. Everybody who rides in my 
car has ended up memorizing the 
lyrics because I play the song inces- 
santly. 

Let's go through the universally 
adored lyrics of Moy Ortiz and 
Edith Gallardo. 


Alam kong hindi mo pansin 
Narito lang ako 

Naghihintay na mahalin 
Umaasa kahit di man ngayon 
Mapapansin mo rin 
Mapapansin mo rin 


Alam kong di mo makita 
Narito lang ako 

Hinihintay lagi kta 

Umaasa kahit di mdn ngayon 
Hahanapin mo rin i 
Hahanapin din. 4 


We love songs about unrequited 
love. We are an incurably romantic 
people, content to love from afar, 
too often overcome by shyness ог 
reservations to just come out and 


The ‘Pagdating’ phenomenon 


ANDTELE— 


Kris Aquino 


say how we feel. Yet there's stil 
that level of hope. 


Pagdating ng panahon 
Baka ikaw rin at ako 
Baka tibok ng puso ko'y 
Maging tibok ng puso mo 
Sana nga'y mangyari yon 
Kahit di palang ngayon 
Sana ay mahalin mo rin 
Pagdating ng panahon 


Alam kong hindi mo alam 
Narito lang ako 
Maghihintay kahit kailan 
Nangangarap kahit 

di man ngayon 
Mamahalin mo rin 
Mamahalin mo rin 


Di pa siguro bukas 
Di pa rin ngayon 
Malay mo balang araw 
Dumating din yon 


‘JURASSIC PARK IIT 
More dinosaurs eating more stupid People 


By RUBEN M. Cruz JR. 


A PLAGUE of sequels and remakes 
is afflicting Hollywood. 

One is never sure of the reasons 
why these films are being made, ex- 
cept that their predecessors probably 
made enough of a killing at the tills 
To encourage one more comeback (in 
some cases, two more). 

Tn terms of expectations, the odds 
are always stacked 
against these progenies, 
but sometimes there arc , 
the occasiohal excep- : 
tions, the fofldw-ups that best thei 
predecessors. 

“Jurassic Park Ш” or “13” is not 
one of them, and there were signs that 
it wouldn't be. Steven Spielberg, who 
was at the helm of "Jurassic Park” and 
"The Lost World," this time, del- 
egated the direction of the film to Joe 
Johnston (“Jumanji" and “Honey 1 
‘Shrunk the Kids"). 

Johnston was Spielberg's visual 
effects designer on "Raiders of the 
Lost Ark" and George Lucas' on 
"Star Wars." Spielberg із still the ex- 
ecutive producer of “13,” perhaps be- 
‘cause, more than anything else, he'd 
be crazy to step away from a sure 
nepal ike this- 

"Michel Crichton, on whose novels 
Spielberg's firsttwo dinosaur films were 
based, has no direct participation in "13." 
There is no third book from which the 
story could be adapted and only a char- 
acter from Crichtoa’s book (Dr. Alan 
Стад) is borrowed, So to come up with 
an original screenplay, three people were 
contracted—Peter Buchman, Alexander 
Payne and Jim Taylor, 

Rumor was they were playing 


around with several scripts and that 
there was no final version even after 
the filming started. Whether that is true. 
or not, the product is certainly a mess. 
‘Jurassic 4” 

But what's the big deal? Don't we 
Just want to see more dinosaurs eat 
more stupid people? I bet most people 
do. Spielberg is certainly betting on 
that as well. And if he’s right, there'll 

probably be a "14." 

"]3" is an easy one 
to review. To explain 
the filmPs-narrative, I 
di can just Бодом a line 
“from Dr. Ian Malcolm, the eminent 

mathematician portrayed by Jeff 
Goldblum in “The Lost World.” 

‘Upon hearing the admiration of first- 
time dinosaur spectators—Julianne 
Moore and company Malcolm re- 
marked, “That's how it all starts. First 
there's ooohh!!! and aaahh!!! Then 
there's a lot of running and screaming." 

Reverse the sequence and you 
have “13.” 

‘The film has plenty of running and 
screaming sandwiching one ooohh!!! 
and aaahh!!! scene. 

Here's another trouble-free digest: 
The people are more stupid, the di- 
nosaurs nastier and bigger. 

‘Ooohh!!! Aaahh!!!” 

My nephews and nieces asked me 
if there's anything new in "3." So 
for the benefit of the other kids, 
here's the lowdown: T-Rex battles а 
superior brute—the Spinosaurus 
aegypticus—for supremacy in Isla 
Soma; pteranodons (those winged 
dinosaurs) exhibit their aerial preda- 
tory skills; and the оооћћ!!! and 
aaahh!!! moment—a herd of grazing 


In a nation burdened by pessi- 
mism, the struggling economy and 
worries about the peace and order 
situation, a song about the future, sung 
by an innocent, wistful voice, srikes 
а chord in each of us. The fact that 
the song is ће comeback vehicle ofa 
phenomenally successful, preco- 
Ciously loveable child star who'll for- 
‘ever have a soft spot in our hearts adds 
to its mystique. 

“Pagdating ng Panahon” antici- 
pates something good that will come 
Tomorrow. It's theme is that love, 
when it's patient and pure, will one 
day be reciprocated. 

"These times call for something or 
someone that you can believe in. For 
most people it's becoming increas- 
ingly difficult to even long for a bet- 
ter life, a better paycheck, or a better 
career. 

Love is the great equalizer. You 
can’t buy it. Fame in now way assures 
you oft. Power won't insure its stay- 
ing power. And beauty isn’t enough 
of a guarantee you'll partake of it. Yet 
по one is immune to it, we all have a 
longing for it, we need to feel it and 
to share it. 

“Pagdating ng Panahon” states а 
truth, depending on where you are at 
this point of your life, that will either 
be painful or inspiring. When it comes 
to the success of a love story, timing 
is of the essence. 


brachiosaurs lording it over a won- 
derful panorama (1 think that's what 
they are, since they look like 
Baylene, a dinosaur character from 
2 Disney movie that is my son 
Jacob's current favorite). 

Oh, by the way, those wily 
velociraptors make another comeback, 
providing some exciting chase scenes 
and unfortunately, also the dour, "hat's 
Ж?” ending (they were made too so- 
phisticated for their own good). 

In between these attractions, boys 
and girls, you can leave your seats to 
take a pee, or buy some popconiänd 
soda for you and your friends. I as- 
Sure you, you won't miss anything, 

Characterization 

A piece of unsolicited advice to 
the people at Universal Studios who 
might already be contemplating on 
*J4 Next time, just scrap the hu- 
‘man interest angle altogether and just 
have the dinosaurs carry out their 
camage all the way. 

I mean, why put above-par actors 
like Sam Neill, Tea Leoni and Will- 
iam Macy in a film if all you would 
have them do is run around another 
опе of those so-called off-limits is- 
lands (no island ever really is in the 
“Jurassic” trilogy). 

Do the writers think that the few 
times these people get to talk—when 
the dinosaurs just feed—can be con- 
strued as characterization? In “The 
Lost World,” at least the characters 
had witty repartee or long-winded 
self-introductory monologues. In 
"33," they're just dinner. 

Neill, for instance, playing the re- 
turning Dr. Grant, is for the most part 
relegated to grunting obvious direc- 


The song doesn't castigate time. 
t doesn't wish to hasten time. It just 
embraces the moment "when the бте 
will come." 

We adopted “Bakit Ngayon Ka 
Lang” because it expressed a longing 
for someone who can't be ours be- 
cause of present circumstances, It ex- 
pressed a questioning of and a wish 
for rewriting our past. 

Now we've moved a step up the 
ladder of emotional maturity in our 
appreciation of “Pagdating ng 
Panahon” because we now espouse 
the lovers’ postive battle cry of faith 
їп the possible good that tomorrow 
will bring. 


I was a bit hoarse already during 
my taping last night because of a cold 
and cough that had started to de- 
velop. Of course, I must admit it also 
has to do with my inability to rest 
my vocal chords. Even if I talk for a 

ing, I can never get enough con- 
versation, be it face to face, on a 
landline or on my cell phones. 

Today, I rested because 1 slept 
with a fever. I woke up feeling bet- 
ter, but I had to keep quiet to make 
sure I could go to my dinnertime tap- 
ing later. 

Гус been reading a mournful yet 
thought-provoking love story by 
Anita Shreve titled “The Last Time 


They Met.” Her approach is fresh, 
starting the story from a middle aged 
chance encounter of past lovers at a 
book festival where both writers are 
participants. The second part tracks 
their mid-twenties, all-consuming af- 
fair and the painful consequences it 
costs not only them, but their respec- 
tive partners, innocent victims bumed 
by their having stoked what were once 
embers of desire into an engulfing 
flame they couldn't control. 

‘The third part of the book is set 
uring what should be the time of 
promise in their lives, but already a 
time of survival, when they were both 
just 17. 

"The book is very creative because 
you can read just the first part and 
lake that as "the last time they met.” 
Ina way, the meeting in their fifties 
is, ironically, the most hopeful. You 
can read on and let the second part 
be “the last time they met.” The part- 
ing of ways when they are in their 
twenties is distressing, but poetically 
just. 

‘The most heart-wrenching is to 
read the last part of the novel and pon- 
der the tragic ending as being “the 
last time they met.” I'l refrain from 
revealing more. 


If you have a Smart cell phone, you 
should give the Smart Zed services a 


1332 Spinosaurus reigns in the latest Jurassic sequel. 


tives like “Run!” and "Stay still!” 
Pretentious 

Hey, there's not much else youcan 
do when a camivore is staring you in 
the face. Not that more discourse 
would have mattered to this group of 
interlopers who are obviously clueless 
оп Dinosaur Survival 101. 

‘You'd think they know beter than 
to steal eggs from the raptors or keep 
quiet when predators are stalking 
them, but that apparently is giving 
them too much credi 

‘Another idea for "I4's" future cre- 
ators: If you really want a challenge, 
unleash а group of raptors against the 
Abu Sayyaf bandits in Basilan. If that’s 
not possible, then just have veggies 
versus camivores, or more predators 


against predators, or some other story 
that excludes human. Then at least 
you've scrapped the pretentiousness, 
because it's obvious that the real stars 
ofthis film are the dinosaurs, and that's 
how you want to play it. 

Enough! 

Dr. Grant's exposition on how the 
raptors could have been the domi- 
nant species on earth with their in- 
telligence and cunning during the 
early-goings of the film is a dead 

jeaway of the feature presentation. 
‘And to paraphrase a line from “Jerry 
you had me at the first 


So, please, enough of this charade 
ata good story or this pathetic attempt 
o induce a rooting interest in the char- 


A thrill a minute in the land down under 


By REMY M. UMEREZ 


ON ITS fourth year, television's 
"Sports Unlimited" presents a thrill- 
ing six-part sports special which 
started airing July 7 and will end 
Aug. 11 on Channel 2. 

"Sports Unlimited" goes back to 
the land down under (the first бте 
was a special on the Olympics in 
Sydney) as hosts Dyan Castillejo 
and Mare Nelson view Australia up 
close. 

Mare, a commercial model and 
а regular on “Keep on Dancing,” 
was a shbo-in as host of the sports 
series, according to Dyan. 

“Itall happened by chance when 
we were invited to do a dance num- 
ber for Keep on Dancing,” Dyan 
says of her six-foot TV partner. 
“When Vince Hizon and David 
Bunevacz left the show, we had a 
hard time finding a replacement. It 
turned out Marc A certified sports 


lover and is forld of underwater 
sports like scuba diving. He is also 
into gymnastics. 
Rush 

"(Marc) fits into the picture 
pretty well because our idea of a 
Cohost is somebody who can talk 
about sports and participate in them. 
He turns out to be the adventurer we 
are looking for as he travels a lot as 
well.” 

‘As far as Mare is concerned, 


cohosting "Sports Unlimited" is a 
dream job because it is the kind of 
show he has been wishing for. 

Dyan and Marc survey extreme 
Australia as they trek through 
Cairns in Queensland, and explore 
the Great Barrier Reef, as well as 
the Gold Coast, Noosoh, Mt. 
Koschusko and Canberra/Thredbo 
in New South Wales. 

‘And that experience offered the 
kind of rush Dyan craves. 

“We were going at back-break- 
ing speed all the time, jumping from 
one place to another, shooting so 
many exciting stuff,” she says. "The 
excitement level, on a scale of 1 to 
10, was always 10. We met so many 
people who were enthusiastic to 
help us with each activity. Austra- 
lians just love the great outdoors." 

Fear of heights 

Their adventure started with an 
‘encounter with an Aborigines tribe, 
the Tjapukai, who taught Dyan and 
Marc how to throw spears and boo- 
merangs. 

The pair then went bungee- 
jumping at 450 feet, as high asa 12- 
story building. How did Dyan, who 
has fear of heights, do it? 

“The stuff we did like skydiving 
and bungee-jumping was something 
I said 1 would do for the future in 
‘Sports Unlimited, " she says. "The. 
time came, but I wasn’t ready for it. 
Mentally I was so scared, yet I was 


willing to ‘wing it.’ I spoke inti- 
mately to Jesus before skydiving 
and bungee-jumping, in case it 
would be my last time. I was 
screaming a lot throughout the 
jump.” 

Scuba diving in the Great Bar- 
rier Reef was, for Dyan, an experi- 
ence beyond description. 

Mare and Dyan also rode the 
“Survivor” helicopter and took 
aerial shots of the incredible natu- 
ral reef that spreads out for miles 
‘across the ocean. 

Mare also did the extreme by 
jumping out of a plane at 14,000 
feet. At 8,000 feet, his parachute 
opened and he rode the wind all the 
way to the ground. 

Master of the waves 

Dyan jumped from the plane at 
12,500 feet at sunset in a little town 
called Teomberwah. It was the ulti- 
mate thrill for her as she took the 
leap from a 4-seater plane flying just. 
above the clouds. She fell 5,500 feet 
їп 45 seconds of free fall, which she 
found both terrifying and exhilarat- 
ing. 

“On July 28, the special will fea- 
ture Marc and Dyan surfing and kite 
surfing on Noosah beach, one of the 
world's best, with Chris Aboitiz 
(world tandem skiing champion) 
demonstrating his mastery of the 
board and the wav 

In this episode, “Sports Unlim- 


ited” introduces kite surfing, one of 
the newest water sports in Austra- 
lia. Here Chris does his thing, han- 
dling and balancing a kite while 
riding a surfboard. 

In Mt. Kosciousko, Queensland, 
the sports are camel-riding and 
abseiling, which is similar to 
rappelling. 

“We went on a camel safari, 
riding through rainforests and a 42- 
mile beach—a unique journey with 
an endearing creature," Dyan says. 

World champs 

For the finale, it was snowskiing 
оп the hills of Thredbo. 

“I wis introduced to a sport I've 
always wanted to try.” Dyan says of 
snowskiing. “I know now why 
many of my European friends say 
itis one of the most thrilling sports." 

In Canberra, they toured AIS 
(Australian Institute of Sports), the 
‘world’s most envied sports training 
facility. 

AIS is the ideal training ground 
for the serious athlete, making 
‘world champions of those who go 
there. 

AIS features scientific tech- 
niques, sports medicine and nutri- 
tion science. 

On the entertainment side, Marc 
and Dyan watched as the best danc- 
ers in Australia took part in the 
nation’s premier dancesport compe- 
tition. 


try. The choices are just so much fun, 

‘Their huge, colorful full-page 
ads that appear almost daily in this 
newspaper have worked on me. 
Since I'm not talking today, down- 
loading on my Smart is a Welcome 
alternative. 

Igave my horoscope reading a try. 
There's an option, according to the 
print ad that came out today, to find 
Gut what your "Iove horoscope" is by 

in "LH then your astrological 


ign’ 

T tried “LH Aquarius" several 
times but got no reading. 288 re- 
sponded by texting me “ur horo- 
scope: career (ch), teen (th), male 
(mb), female (fh). zd." Maybe Smart 
Zed was just being truthful since I 
маз just exhibiting some wishful 
texting. 

1 gave “fh aquarius” a try and got 
this asa reply: "Aquarius-A great guy 
pal whom you thought you knew so. 
well is falling for you. Reevaluate 
your relationship for romantic possi- 
bilities.” 

AII right, things are definitely 
looking up! Told you it was a kick, 
and for just P2.50, a great pa-kilig lift 
at that!” 

T also successfully downloaded 
some ringing tones. My current 
choice: Scooby Doo's theme song. 
The ringing tones and logos are P12 
each 


si 


acters. I know you're just trying to 
justify your actors’ paychecks but 
that's so Jurassic One! 

To Jim Mitchell, in charge of the 
special effects team, Stan Winston 
‘who's responsible for those remark- 
able dinosaur models, and stunts co- 
ordinator Michael Lantieri: Take a 
bow, gentlemen, for at least mak- 
ing this film watchable to a lot of 
kids, whether in age or mind. The 
images you created are the stuff of 
dreams. 

‘As for"J4" Ihave aline from “33” 
to describe it. “Some of the worst 
things imaginable have been done 
with the best intentions.” That's from 
Neill's Dr. Grant, who I hope won't 
be back for another sequel. 


COOL SPORT. Dyan Castillejo and Marc Nelson go snowskling, 


Itis unlikely Dyan, Mare and the 
rest of the production staff of 
“Sports Unlimited” will easily for- 
get their great Aussie adventure— 
at least not for a very long time, 


“Sports Unlimited,” directed by 
JV Noriega, with Jackie Castillejo 
as head writer, is replayed on 
SkyCable Channel 21 and Home 
Cable, Channel 32 at 7 p.m. 
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Sharon does retro ballads for the incurably romantic 


LAM A "SHARONIAN" at heart. 
If some of you find that baduy, I 
don't even care, 

1 spent my high school and col- 
lege life listening to Sharon’s hits. 
And up to now, 1 can still vividly 
remember the famous and now-clas- 
sic lines from her hit movies. 

Back then when I first heard the 
strains of Sharon's first big hit, "Mr. 
DI,” written by the prolific Rey 
Valera, I sang and memorized the 
Tagalog ditty. 

1 am a frustrated singer. But at 
LO., the only place where I can belt 
‘out a tune (much to the chagrin of 
my friends), І would choose 
Sharon's songs like “Sana'y Wala 
Nene d M ree ot Moe 
and “Ikaw.” My favorite, though, is 
“Sana'y Maghintay ang Walang 
Hanggan,” which, sad to say, can't 
be found in any sing-along venue. 

Tsat on the front row of the the- 
ater—with all my seven other high 
school friends—on the first hour of 
the first day of showing of Sharon's 
movie debut, "Dear Heart,” with her 
erstwhile hubby Gabby Con- 
cepeion. It was a full house. That's 
"why we were left with no seats but 
on the front row. The success ofthe 
movie signaled Sharon's reputation 
as a box-office star. 

Since then, I have faithfully fol 
owed Sharon's career. I have kept 
abreast with every major turn in her 
life, both personal and professional 
sympathized with her heartbreaks 
and her career's ups and downs. 

T'm far from being a fanatic, but 
I never missed a Sharon Cuneta 
flick, And even now on cable TV, I 
never get tired of watching her ro- 
mantic starers. 

Just last month, when Cinema 
One premiered “Minsan Minahal 
Kita” on SkyCable, I cried again 
even after I had seen the film twice. 

"You made me believe,” Sharon 
tells her costar Richard Gomez in 
a scene in their Tagaytay rendez- 
vous after she learned of their 
botched plan to elope to the United 
States. The scene was a real three- 
hankie weepie. 


Leah Salterio! 


" More than the Sharon-Gabby 
movies, I am super thrilled in see- 
ing a Sharon-Richard flick 
onscreen, I even bought the paper- 
back version of "Minsan Minahal 
Kita,” translated by KC Cordero 
and Ofelia Concepcion. 

It has been more than a year 
since Sharon was last seen on the 
big screen. She was sidelined from 
acting when she got pregnant. And 
although there are projects lined up 
for her, she has yet to start filming 
any movie since she's determined 
to shed off those excess pounds af- 
ter giving birth to baby Frankie. 

Retro 

But to compensate for her ab- 
sence from the big screen, Sharon 
treats her fans to a new album of 
retro tunes, "Nothing I Want More.” 

The album took a little over a 
year to complete. In the inside front. 
Cover, Sharon wrote that she started 
recording it when she was trying to 
lose weight and praying for a baby. 
At that time, she was also filming 
"Minsan Minahal Kita." 

However, two months after her 
movie with Richard was shown and 
she had achieved her ideal weight, 
Sharon found ош she was pregnant. 
Then came the tragedy in her life 
when her dad, former Pasay City 
Mayor Pablo Cuneta, passed away. 

She managed to complete work on 
the album early this year, after giving 
birth to Frankie in December. 

"And what you have in your 
hands is the outcome of a most 
memorable year in my life,” Sharon. 
said. 

"Nothing I Want More" is 
Sharon's first album in four years 
after she released "Mega Up Close" 
in 1997. But in her new album, 


Carlo plays challenging 


SINGER and recording artist Carlo 


and learn what its like when they 


Orosa loves the theater. The former : need guidance and discipline—just 


Kundirana member discovered he 
had an uncanny knack for doing 
impersonations and started acting 
for the stage in the Metropolitan 
‘Theater's “The Great White Way" 
musical in 1986. There has been no 
stopping him since, 

Today, Carlo is а sought-after 
solo act and theater artist in the 
country. Music maestro Ryan 
Cayabyab described 
him as “an excellent 


like what my young charge, Jewel, 
needs from me in the story.” 

‘As Nicodemus, Carlo gets to 
wear heavy prosthetic makeup mak- 
ing him unrecognizable on stage. 
"In last year's run, a lot of people 
їп the audience were surprised to 
find my name in the souvenir pro- 
gram. They couldn't tell who was 
"underneath all that makeup!" 


Sharon is more adventurous in the 
arrangement and vocal rendition of 
songs. While all of the tracks were 
arranged by Homer Flores, Sharon 
has a slew of vocal arrangers who 
worked with her on the album, in- 
cluding Louie Reyes, The 
Company's Moy Ortiz and The 
Opera's Sushi Reyes. 

Sharon takes her listeners to a 
nostalgic and romantic trip through 
the album. The retro mood is set 
with the opening cut, title track and 
carrier single, “Nothing I Want 
More,” which is a revival of a Tillie 
Moreno-Eugene Villaluz duet. 

Sharon sings tunes recorded 
mostly Ьу male artists and that's an- 
other challenge for her. Who would 
have thought that a female record- 
ing artist would dare croon pop hits 
by international male singers? 

Sharon renders near-flawless 
takes on George Michael's "Care- 
less Whisper," Michael Jackson' 
"(She's) He's Out of My Life, 
Stevie Wonder's "Overjoyed" and 
John Farnham's "Please Don't 
Ask Ме” 

Manilow medley 

She displays her vocal prowess 
in the medley of Barry Manilow's 
"Even Now" and “Somewhere 
Down the Road,” and the result is 
simply brilliant. 

The Manhattan Transfer's 
"Smile Again" has been given a 
novel touch, laced with an ample 
dose of backup vocals. 

"Maybe" was originally a duet 
by Peabo Bryson and Roberta 
Flack, but Sharon goes solo in the 
beautiful composition of Burt 
Bacharach. 

‘She also does an upbeat take on 
n't Forget Me,” far from the slow 
version she rendered several years 
back in “The Sharon Cuneta Show.” 

If we remember right, Sharon 
even cried buckets when she sang 
"Don't Forget Me” back then (be- 
cause of Gabby?). 

Sharon recorded “The Promise" 
again, which she earlier did in 
“Mega Up Close.” But never mind, 


theater role 


In the restaging of “Little Mer- 
maid,” Carlo shares the stage with 
such exciting young luminaries as 
Carol Banawa and Dianne de la 
Fuente in the title role, and KC 
Concepcion as Princess Sapphire. 

Catch Carlo and the cast of 
"Little Mermaid" at the Meralco 
Theater from Aug. 3 to Sept. 9. For 
tickets, call Trumpets at 633-5010 
or NBS Ticketworld at 891-5610 
891-5843. 


megastar's website. 


the song is also one of my big fa- 
vorites, so I welcome its addition to 
"Nothing I Want More." 

As most everyone probably 
knows, “Те Promise" is the theme 
song of Sharon and her hubby, Sen. 
Francis “Kiko” Pangilinan. So 
let's give it to Sharon for re-record- 
ing the popular romantic ballad. 

‘Sharon offers a smooth slice of 
inspirational music with the revival 
of Basil Valdez's “Lift Up Your 
Hands.” That's another ditty origi- 
nally by a male singer here. 

The tracks for “Nothing I Want 
More" are all glorious ballads and 
if you're an incurable romantic, the. 
songs can make you pause and re- 
flect on a present or previous ro- 
mance or dalliances. The songscan 
make you smile, cry or simply feel 
romantic. 

Here's bad news to album pi- 
rates. Sharon's CD veers away from 
the conventional packaging and 
comes in a specially designed cross- 
wise notebook-like cover which is 
simply tough to copy. The album 
cover has also been made as the 
home page of Sharon's website. 

“Nothing I Want More" has 
reached the platinum record mark— 
proof of Sharon's popularity as а 


EE 
| 
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recording artist. Very few perform- 
ers can achieve success both in sing- 
ing and acting. And Sharon makes 
it to the short list of names. 

We leave the verdict to the mu: 


THE UNIQUE album cover of Sharon's "Nothing | Want More,” which has been turned as the home page of the 


sic-critics. But “Nothing I Want 
More" is an album of beautiful 
songs, which you won't get tired of 
listening to, whether you're at 
home, in the car or at work. 
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performer with clear, 
powerful tones coupled 
with a warm personal- 
ity—onstage and off." 
Carlo loves theater so 
much that he doesn’t 
hesitate to take on rela- 
tively small, though sub- 
stantial roles, because he 
believes in original Fili- 
pino productions—espe- 
cially the kind that 
touches hearts and 
changes lives. 
Trumpets is one of 
the few professional 
theater companies com- 
mitted to this vision and 
Carlo has essayed nu- 
merous roles for them. 
One such role is that 
of Nicodemus in the 
musical hit of 2000, 
“Little Mermaid." 
Carlo took on the role 
ofthe young mermaid's. 
kind tutor because, һе 
says, the character is 
unlike anything he's 
ever done before, 
“Nicodemus is more 
serious than the other 
roles Гуе played, with 
dark secrets in his soul 
that he hides behind a 
lovable nature,” Carlo 
explains, “When achar- 
acter is finely drawn like 
that I don’t mind even 
if it's a supporting one. 
In fact, I consider it a 
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He also relates to 
Nicodemus as а 
teacher, as well as best 
friend and confidant to 
the Little Mermaid. 
"I've taught young 
people myself in our 
summer theater Play- 
shop. And the time you 
spend with the kids, 
you develop close 
friendships with them 
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Assunta 
starrer 
premieres 
in UP 

THE MUCH-awaited 
Assunta de Rossi 
launching. picture, 
"Red Diaries," pre- 
mieres at the UP Film. 
Center on July 28, 7 
pm 

Sponsored by the 
DGPI and the UP Film. 
Center, the Regal sex- 
drama flick rides the 
crest of excitement in 
the wake of Assunta’s 
daring foray into the 
bold genre via a major 
‘starrer, under the helm 
of the highly-ac- 
claimed Maryo J. de 
los Reyes. 

"Red Diaries" tells. 
the story of three dif- 
ferent women, all of 
tem played by 
Assunta de Rossi. 
‘One's а kept woman 
whose love affairs with 
many men end up in a 
bizarre triangle of il- 
licit romances. 

"Ihe other one's a 
homecoming maiden 
who crosses paths with 
a naive teenaged semi- 
narian whose recurrent 
wet dreams have her as 
the central object. 

Then there's the 
battered wife who ul- 
timately learns to re- 
gain her self-esteem 
and hatches a scheme 
against her violent hus- 
band. 

“Red Diaries” also 
stars Carlos Morales, 
Anton Bernardo, Dan- 
te Rivero and Pilar 
Pilapil, with newcom- 
ers Jam Melendez and 
Dante Gomez. 


‘Tarzan’ 
on Disney 
Channel 


THE DISNEY ani- 
mated blockbuster 
movie, “Tarzan,” 
comes swinging to the 
Disney Channel to- 
morrow night, 8 p.m. 

Based on Edgar 
Rice Burrough's im- 
mortal adventure clas- 
sic, “Tarzan of the 
Apes,” and energized 
by the driving rhythm 
of five songs by 
Grammy Award-win- 
ning singer-songwriter 
Phil Collins, "Tarzan" 
takes Disney Channel 
viewers on an imagina- 
tive fun-filled jungle 
excursion unlike any 
other. 

Disney's "Tarzan" 
follows the adventures 
of an orphaned infant 
raised by a family of 
gorillas and ultimately 
accepted as one of 
their own. 

Disney's "Tarzan" 
is directed by Chris 
Buck and Kevin Lima 
and features the voice 
talents of Топу 
Goldwyn, Minnie 
Driver, Glenn Close, 
Alex D. Linz, Rosie 
O'Donnell, Brian 
Blessed, ' Lance 
Henriksen, Wayne 
Knight and Nigel 
Hawthorne. 
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lowing up on his lat- Its inspiration is WHEN Colleen Has- оғ kissing Rianna,he and Hyde," "Rag- Ri. Тен э, e "Matinee: P80, Mon.-Fri, 11:10 am te 
est US film, “Kiss of the time when Eliza- kell competed in the  licks her face! time,” "Phantom of ig 15,9 pm. 
the Dragon,” with beth Taylor washav- first edition of CBS’ "Haskell didn't the Opera," "She 
"Hero, &perodepic ing an affair with Ri- "Survivor" last year, have a hard time act- Loves Me Not.” "Pip- | FEEL THE SKILL, THE SPEED & THE POWER OF JET LI UNLEASHED 
im Chinese to be di- chard Burton onthe shedido'texpectany- ing in her first film pin.""MsSgon” and | 1 
set of "Cleopatra," thing to come out of becauseshehasade- "Les Miserables.” 
epi оте оша, while she was still that experience, ex- gree in theater from For tickets, call ONAUG.1KISSFEARGOODBYE , 
eum - very much married, cept possibly winning the University of Tricia Castro at 634- 
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THE GORGEOUS 


models of Mild Seven. i. М ў TRAVOLTA 


are out to check the F 1 HUGH 
bar scene again this 

Weekend. The group . JACKMAN 
is ready to give away 1 nae 


great prizes and cool B BERRY 


items as they go bar- puis 
hopping around Pasig Be ў 
and Makati. CHEADLE 
Tonight, they will 
visit Pasig night spots 
Uke 8th Day, Tequila 
joe's, Friends, Ten 
Years After, San Mig, зма — 
Congo Grille, Watering 


Hole and WhistleStop. m D 
Feel the heat of the. 

exciting games and gim- е : 

E TE : FISH- 


models have prepared 
for all bar habitues. 
Lucky guests will 
get a chance to roll a 
dice and play the 
“Any of Seven Dice 
Game.” The winning 
number on the dice 
will win Mild Seven 
premium items such 
as lighters, pens, caps, 
shirts and ashtrays, 
Tomorrow night, 
the Mild Seven mod: 
els will be in Makati 
as they roam Jazz 


Rhythms, Windows 2 * ЖУ: + ЖЖП ДЕЙ Ц 
Café in Rockwell, Td (Ort E 
H20, Hutu’s Hut, d won ACE EU SER 

Cork, Che Cigar, 


Street Life, Hard Rock f 


Cafée, Cable Car in à | =a 
Pasay Road and Distributed by BUENA VISTA INTERNATIONAL thru COLUMBIA PICTURES] 
Glorietta, Padi's Point 

їп Jupiter, Pasay Road 
and Mile Long, De- 
cades in Mile Long, 


Grilla, WhistleStop 
and Reasons. 


Concert 
series 


THECOMIC tandem of EUNT E -d 
Porky and Choppy, bet- THINGS ARE GONNA GET HAIRY: 
ter known as the 
Porkchop Duo, will per- 
form in а mini-concert 
series tonight and on 
July 30 at Downtown m и 
мос Bar and Restau. ба. Laces амто| OPENS AUGUST 1 
rantat Hotel Rembrandt. 
The Porkchop Duo's 


ML D ER HL Ya вазни, 
тый HD" LES 


[2ND SEXY DATE MOVIE WEEK! 
Introducing, the “Tomcats,” tropa ng tree- 

wheeling, sex-obsessed guys, na walang inatupag 

kung hindi maka-iskor at magbilang ng nobya. 

Nagpustahan ang barkada — sino ang huling i 
barako па di patatali sa pag-aasawa? d 

Matapos ang ilang taon, sina Michael (Jerry 
O'Connell ng JERRY MAGUIRE) at Kyle (Jake 
Busey ng STARSHIP TROOPERS) na lang ang 
natitirang bachelor sa grupo. 

Upang manalo sa pusta, ise-set up ni Mike si 
Kyle with superseductive Natalie (Shannon 
Elizabeth ng SCARY MOVIE, AMERICAN PIE). 
Nguni't di niya inaasahan na maiinlab din pala siya 
sa sexing dalaga. Manalo man siya sa pusta, 
maglalaho naman ang true love niyal 


repertoire includes Silipin din sa hilarious sexy comedy from 
pecie ы irr ed Columbia Pictures sina Pleyboy playmates Julia 
40, standards, ballade чузун Schultz at Amber Smith. Rated R. | 


and modern songs. 

The duo's show at 
Downtown is a much- 
applauded entertain- 
ment extravaganza, It 
was recently taped and 
produced ona VCD for- 
mat and is now avai 
able in record and video 
stores nationwide. 

Other notable per- 
formers at Downtown 
are Joy Viado in 
“Acoustic Daw” on 
July 28 and Moon- 
struck on July 31. 

.,, Downtown offers а 
“Six-2-Nine” special 
promo on local beers. 

The "Rack Your 


MOVIEWORLD — 


SAM NEILL WILLIAM H. MACY TER LEONI 
a JOE JOHNSTON пи 


JURASSIC PARK Ш ОшТ 


GREENBELT | GLORIETTA 1 (QUAD) 


=== 


Bills" promo îs stilon- GALLERIA, ERMITA, NOVALICHES r, Е Guaranteed on Sunes 13 
SP мона Music IMUS s BACOLOD ER | HX Seat Cinema 


Bar at Hotel Rem- 
brandt is along Tomas 
Morato | extension, 
Quezon City. 


YOUR 24-HOUR LINK TO ALL AYALA CINEMAS 729-7777 


Starting J 2 VE SEATS THROUGH www.sureseats.com 
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бе: reel with Smart's most exciting group yet: The Smart Cinema Club. Enjoy exclusive Jurassic Park Ш graphics, lagos, picture messages, screensavers and more 
~ straight to your celfone screen. So join now, and experience the lights, camera, action of this amazing club today. 


guinis qd 
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‘Picture Message) 


JPPOSTER у 
елена (Penre Message) (Pre Memes) 
To loin е Smart Cinema Chb, key in JOIN OPERATOR LOGOS": PICTURE MESSAGES- 
SINEMA n sena АЕ Др geide im of keywords keyin LOGO JR To pe wist ef ТС 
3 Р Instructions for the next registration step. and send to 239. To download, key in LOGO and send to 239. To download, key 
ТРОЕ ЕТЕ арноо and send to 239, Банана 
E Te ive friends to join, key in INVITE «your 
united. friends! numbers? and send to 239. You can invite GROUP AR 
ш їр to 3 onde at one Une. 


and send to 239. To download, key in SAVER 
keyword» and send to 239. 


“*Aqsiabis on selected Nokia handsets only, 
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BSP hikes bank reserve requiremen 


By CLARISSA S. BATINO banks to 9 percent from 7 percent. loanable funds and keep these in economy because it would tend to 
The statutory requirement was the central bank's vaults where jack up bank lending rates as well 
THE POLICY-MAKING Mon- keptat9 percent, bringing the to- these earn varying interest rates. as the government's со! of bor- 
etary Board of the Bangko Sentral tal to 18 percent. As expected, the BSP kept its rowing. 
ng Pilipinas yesterday raised the Buenaventura said the BSP had overnight borrowing and lending Тһе BSP chief pointed out that 
reserve requirement on banks by exempted thrift banks and rural rates unchanged at 9 percent and raising the reserve requirement 
Peso-Dollar Rate two percentage points to 18 per- banks from the higher reserve re- 11.25 percent. The plan toremove would be more costly for the cen- 
{Р 53.42 Єз cent and brought down the ceiling quirement so as not to restrain the incremental interest оп bank tral bank because it would have to 


for undocumented dollar transac- lending to small and medium en- deposits with the BSP and pay a shell out more to pay interest on 
AC QE pat tions by half to $5,000 for every _terprises. flat 9 percent was not pursued. е higher bank deposits. 
‘ly 28, 2001 client. “There is also no justification Тһе central bank pays 9-per- Buenaventura pointed out that 
3 BSP Governor Rafael foran increase in bank lending cent interest on bank deposits in May, domestic liquidity had in- 
123.24 - 1 Buenaventura said the twin mea- rates because the intermediation worth up to PS billion. The next creased by 14.7 percent when the 
^ A sures, which take effect today, cost would hardly go up,” thecen- PS billion in deposits up to PIO growth in the gross domestic 
The US dollar wastrading were meant toease the pressure on tral bank governor said. billion earn a lower interest of 7.5 product in the first quarter stood 
at 123.24 as of 5 p.m., the peso as well as to keep infla- The BSP estimates that the percent and deposits in excess of аі only 2.5 percent. 
July 26,2001 tion in check. The peso yesterday two-percentage point rise in re- P10 billion carry an interest of 6 Тһе central bank governor ex- 
5 .10/268.60 ] closed 18 centavos stronger at serves will mop up P27.4 billion percent. plained that the BSP's target of 
n = > 53.42 toa dollar. in excess money from the system “Clearly, we see no need to letting domestic liquidity grow by 
‘July 26, 2001 ‘The central bank raised the li- that otherwise could lead to a raise overnight rates nor should 15 percent by year's end was pre- 
SE SO quidity reserve requirement onde- higher inflation in the coming ме bring it down,” Buenaventura mised on a GDP growth projection 
н sits deposit substitutes, labili- months or could be used by banks said. ranging from 3.8 to 4.3 percent. 
STOCK MARKET натан нина нута Raisinginterestratesio protect The GDP growth target was al- 
В " and other fiduciary liabilities of Banks now have to set aside 18 the peso and mop up excess li- ready reduced to a range of 3.3 to 
Stocks continue to slide commercial lenders and quasi- centavos for every peso of their quidity was more harmful to the 3.8 percent. 


gr. San Miguel, RFM near deal on Cosmos buyout 


main Index set- 
ting a fresh nine-month low By Doris C. DUMLAO Joint acquisition by Coca Cola Bot- reached with either Coke Atlanta ог cussions with the SMC group. 

with no positive fundamen- ters Philippines Inc. and its parent RFM as to price, structure or other The RFM board authorized the 
{als toboost marketinerest, FOOD and beverage groups San company Atlanta-based Coca Cola details" the SMC statement said. company president and CEO lose 
traders said I] i Miguel Corp. and RFM Corp. yes- Со. of Cosmos. The deal is estimated to be А. Concepcion III to draft and sign 


SO 12 Or 18 19 20 220 25 2a 
quy 


NU s terday obtained approval from In its statement, SMC said it worth between P12 billion and PIS | the memorandum of understanding 
toe Sec chance tier, wal 4 their respective board of directors was continuing to discuss with Шоп, although there was an ear- ` with the SMC group. 
OS percent а 138258 — 9 01 DSSUSSDDASS to finalize the latter’s sale of its Coke Atlanta, its partner in lier indicative price of P14.5 bil- — The acquisition of Cosmos by 
poinis it lowestlevel since элү 83.2-percent stake in profitable ССВРІ, fora joint acquisition of lion, inclusive of a P2.5 billion SMC will further solidify the food 
Set. 31, when the Index soft drink unit Cosmos Bottling Cosmos. “goodwill” fund to be paid as divi- and beverage giant's control of the 
tended at 1,287.85 points, — (See stock market report on Page B2) Corp. SMC owns а б5-регсеп stake in dend to stockholders. soft drink market. CCBPI already 
The index has already lost 2.2 percent since July 19. In separate statements,SMCand ССВРІ while Coke Atlantacontrols RFM, for its part, has tapped controls 60 percent of the market 
SrOCks/Bs RFM said their management had the remaining 35 percent. Dutch financial giant ING Barings while Cosmos, the next biggest bot- 
been authorized to negotiate forthe “Мо agreements have been as its financial adviser on the dis- Uer, has close to 30 percent. 
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LOSING OPERATIONS 
US software firm leaves RP 


By Сп, CABACUNGAN JR. 


A LEADING American software devel- 
oper, Complete Business Solution Inc. 
(СВУ), has shut down its loss-making 
Philippine subsidiary as part of its 
company's cost-cutting program in the 
face of a weakening US economy. 

CBSI, which had previously closed its 
Australian subsidiary, has decided to 
concentrate its offshore development 
center in Bangalore, India, which has 
substantially lower costs than the Philip- 
pines. India is the Philippines' main ri- 
val in IT services. 

CBSI has decided to concentrate its op- 


erations in India, where it has been operat- 
ing for the last 10 years, in order to maxi- 
mize its manpower and investments. 

"The Board of Investments has approved 
CBSI Philippines Inc.’s petition to cancel 
its registration because of mounting losses 
since it began operations in 1999. 

‘The BOI did not demand a refund of 
centives granted to CBSI Philippines be- 
cause the company did not avail itself of 
any fiscal perks, particularly the four-year 
income tax holiday, because it has been in 
the red in the past two years. CBSI Philip- 
pines has complied with the BOI's 70-per- 
Cent export requirement and it has gener- 
шей $1.254 million in net foreign exchange 
earnings. 


CBSI Philippines could not adjust the 
billing rate imposed by its Michigan head- 
quarters and it was not possible to raise 
its rates because orders would move to 
India, which was already charging lower 
rates. 

CBSI claimed that its cost-cutting move 
was triggered by the economic slowdown in 
the United States. The company was also 
affected by the company's reorganization at 
home where its top officers were replaced 
when it underwent а major overhaul. The 
company is now known as Covansys. 

CBSI was supposed to enter into a joint 
venture with Rizal Commercial Banking 
Corp. to provide IT services to the banking 
and financial sectors. 
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Prodigal Sona 


NOW that was really cute! But what did you 
expect? It could only come from this cute ad- 
ministration. 

Of all the many wonderful things floating in 
the Pasig River, including dead people, what 
should reach Malacaiiang—of all places along 
the long river? 

Well, based on Gloriaetta’s first Sona, they 
were paper boats. Surprise! They turned out to 
be... well, letters. Not only that, the letters were 
addressed to her personally. 

The boat letters came from three children, all 
of them boys. They were so poor, they thought 
of writing to her for help. Sure, poor boys write 
to presidents all the time. 

‘Apparently, those three boys walked all the 
way from the Payatas dumpsite in Quezon City 
to send letters via the Pasig River. Payatas is а 
long, long way from the river. 

Really, the cute Sona of this cute administra- 

tion should beat any television daytime soap. 
What do we call it—the Prodigal Sona? 
BUT what's incredulous to me is not how 
Gloriaetta could still read those letters. They must 
have been soaking wet, and thus smudged, since 
they were fished out of the water. 

Some people cannot bear gimmickry. 
Gloriaetta’s probably even invited disbelief, if 
not sneers. It was so dramatic, you expected to 
hear violins in the background. 

Me, I think we need a little drama at times, 
Gloriaetta used a little drama in her first Sona. I 
can live with it. Only, the Sona could be taken 
as just all that—drama! 

For what amazed me in the Sona was the end- 

less list of top priorities. At this time, itis said in 
business, we need focus. All right, she may be 
focusing on a million things. 
GLORIAETTA is the first President to advocate 
plain talkin the Sona. She also wants to use com- 
mon sense in devising a one-year program of 
government. Let me see . 

There's the Modified Gross Income Tax. Per- 
sonal Equity Retirement Act. Investment Com- 
pany Act. Securitization Act. B-O-T. Grameen 
Bank. Very plain indeed! 

Yet she would rather stay quiet on certain big 
issues. Not a word was said about the hidden 
Marcos billions. It can help finance her million 


BREAKTIMI 


Conrado R. 
Banal IIT 


prioritiés, you know. 

‘And what about wage increase? What about: 
dollar speculation? For these, all she could do. 
was simply make an appeal to the business com- 
munity. 

Look at that—a plea! From the highest offi- 
cial of the land! Who has a million things to do 
with little time and even lesser resources! 

Somehow I can easily look up to a leader who, 

when it comes to something good for me, will 
use all her power to make it happen. I don't want 
her to beg anybody! 
ANY which way Gloriaetta’s husband, Miguel 
Arroyo, goes in this brewing controversy over 
loose change of P50 million, he is bound to get 
it in the... well, you know where. 

‘As you know, the opposition calls for a Sen- 
ate investigation of alleged bribery inside the 
Palace, involving Mike the Knife, as claimed by 
a former Palace insider. 

Now Mike was scheduled to fly to the United 
States yesterday. Believe me, people will see in 
his trip whatever they want to see—good or bad! 

Some people may think that he was only try- 
ing to run away from the Senate investigation. 
He must therefore be guilty one way or another. 

Others may say that, since he did not cancel 
the trip, he was not bothered by the issue at all. 
The First Gentleman must be clean! 

So at this time, only this much is clear: 

Whether he likes it or not, he must deal with the 
issue in the Senate probe. Or he will deal with 
Glorietta. No! Erase! Delete! 
IN business, anyway, many stil cannot believe 
that, even in her first Sona, Gloriaetta said noth- 
ing about their biggest problem. You know—. 
the flood of imports! 

Dumping of steel from Russia killed National 
Steel Corp. Imported tires assured the death of 

BREAKTIME/ B3 


The U.P. College of Law 
Internet and Society Program 


invites you to a seminar on 
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COMPUTER WAREHOUSE- | 


www.pcx.com.ph | 
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with speakers from the Supreme Court 
E-Commerce Sub-Committee that drafted the New Rules 


Prof. Jesus M. Disini, Jr. 
Assistant Professor, UP. College of Law 


Mr. Albert P. Dela Cruz 
CEO, Wolfpac Communications, Inc. 


For Mare Information: 
Call: 725-2799 or 727-1437 
(ask for Madette) Telefax: 722-2167 
E-Mail: uplaw-isp@lycos.com 


August 10, 2001, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 pm. 
2nd Floor, UP-ISMED 
UP. Campus, Diliman, Quezon City 


Plus, get to test-drive 
3Com’s latest industry- 
leading switches! 


SuperStack 3 Switch 4400 
Next generation, feature rich switch with 


Layer 4 Functionality. ‘ 


SuperStack 3 Switch 4300 
The first 48 port wire speed switch from 3Com 
with up to four Gigabit uplinks. 


Switch 4005 
10/100/1000 Mbps Layer 3 modular chasis 


with built-in redundancy for maximum reliability. 


Click to http://ap.3corn.com/free4by4 and get a chance to driveaway a Toyota RAV4, 


hedule your 3Com test drive today! And 
you a FREE Network Management Software to mok 
your experience complete! 
Call the Microwarehouse Sales { 


pt. о! 637-0474 to 85 
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GMA, Gloria, Mike and Bing 


AFTER being praised by Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо for its 30-minute driver's license, the Land 
Transportation Office under Edgardo Abenina is 
next introducing a GMA Lane program for traf- 
fic enforcers. 

A play on the President's initials, GMA in 

LTO lingo stands for—we are not kidding— 
Gawin Mo Agad. 
* Like the rush to FVR and Erap-initialed pro- 
grams before, the different government agencies 
are trying to out-sipsip each other again in cook- 
ing up programs designed to win pogi points 
from the current Malacañang occupant. 

Even the private sector has caught on the fe- 
ver, if we go by the account of our spy, S. Cuttle 
Butt 

For example, to perk up flagging consumer 
demand in its Makati malls, the Ayalas repainted 
their Erap road signs with Gloria messages, for 
“Glorietta Lowers Outrageous Rents In August.” 

Not to be outdone, the Globe president, after 
hearing the State of the Nation Address, sent a 
text message to his Smart counterpart: G-L-O- 
R-I-A it read, for "Good Luck On Reported In- 
terconnection Arrangement" This instead be- 
got a combative G-L-O-R-LA reply: "Globe 
Locks out Other Radio signals In Ayala’ 

Over at Binondo, the President's personal 
publicist Dante Ang has, unknown to the Presi- 
dent, quietly started among the Chinoy commu- 
nity his ОМА drive, for "Give Money Always.” 
Fortunately, the Chinese-Filipino businessmen 
have been quite used to the slogan, which they 
think originated from ће police. (Many of them, 
in fact, are Lacson rooters and that, contrary to 
‘what columnist Ramon Tulfo says, PING stands 
for Panfilo Is Not Gay.) 

‘The GMA directive was what also caused, ac- 
cording to S. Cuttle Butt, the bitter falling out 
between the First Gentleman and the President's 
former correspondence secretary. 

The First Gentleman, in a fit, accused the 
Rodrigo girl of committing a B-I-N-G (Bakit 
Ikaw Nakaw Gloria?). The Rodrigo girl, in re- 
turn, hotly retorted that the Arroyo husband was 
being a M-I-K-E (Masyado Ikaw Kupit, Eh). 

Now you understand why Mr. Arroyo was 
quickly given the S-O-N-A treatment, Shipped 
Overseas to Neutralize Allegations. 

Café con Starex 
OVER at the sequestered Channel 13, their fa- 
vorite coffee shop also serves, would you believe, 
Starex vans and Nissan cars? 

In the dying days of the Erap administration, 
the IBC-13 board led by Ma. Elisa Anson Roa, 
Jorge Sarmiento and Renato Bello approved an 
offsetting arrangement with Twenty Plus Corp., 
a coffee shop whose last reported capitalization 
was P30,000. 

Instead of food, Twenty Plus paid the TV sta- 
tion two Starex vans to partially settle about 
P59.7 million worth of infomercials it had ob- 
tained from Channel 13, 

Nothing wrong with that, except that these 
Starex each cost P1.43 million, when the same 
vans, even at the present P53.60-$1 exchange 
rate, cost only P900,000 each. 

‘Another Starex van supplied late last year to 
Channel 13 also by the same coffee shop was 
billed at P1.523 million. 

Wait, there is more. 

Two Mitsubishi Adventure GL were also sup- 
plied by the coffee shop for P1.07 million each, when 
the canvassed price at that time for the passenger van 
was only PS70,000/unit. 

‘One Nissan Exalta STA was also supplied to the 
‘TY station for PI.898 million, when the prevailing 
canvassed price forthe car was P785,000. 

"Who are the lucky guys behind Twenty Plus? 

Jose Alejandro and Alfredo Reyes of Dasmariias 
Village Ricardo and Ma. Elena Garcia of BF Resort Las 
Piñas, and Fernando and Franklin Alido of BF Homes 
Parafiaque аге listed as the coffee shop'sincorporators 

А check with the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission showed that Twenty Plus has not filed any 
audited financial statement since it was incorporated 
in 1995. 


Denials and clarifications 
OTAIPAN John Gokongwei and Transportation Sec- 
retary Pantaleon Alvarez both denied that they were 
present in the Malacaflang meeting (Cocktales, 25 
July) where then President Estrada ordered the six- 
taipan consortium to drop their opposition and allow 
the Piatco group to build the new Naia Terminal 3. 

* VALENZUELA RTC Judge Floro Alejo has 
not granted the two TRO petitions filed by the steel 
and cement importers group against the Department 
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(From page B2) 


local rubber plantations. The cement industry is next 

Мо wonder, the local cement plants are asking 
Trade and Industry Secretary Manuel A. Roxas for a 
200-day imposition of higher tariff on imported ce- 
‘ment. 

But is anybody listening? It seems that to eam 
pogi points with the so-called consumers, this cute 
‘administration would rather let the industry go down. 

Only four years ago in 1997, imported cement 

accounted for zero—yes, nothing, nil, zilch—of our 
market. Today, imports enjoy 25 percent, thanks to 
‘our masochism, 
YOU see, apparently because this country enjoys 
being beaten, our government pared tariff on imports 
to only 3 percent. In our neighbors, it's between 30 
and 50 percent, 

The reasoning behind such wide disparity was, 
жей, it should be good for the consumers. The tariff 
cut should be passed on to us, assuming we have use. 
for cement. 


By Victor 
C. Agustin 


of Trade, contrary to what was reported in Cocktales 
оп Wednesday. Both petitions are still pending be- 
fore the same court. 

Heard through the grapevine 
IF you want to know more details about the botched 
Jaime Dichaves telecom monopoly deal, the person 
to ask is none other than Mike Arroyo's classmate, 
Honorio Poblador Ш. 

Poblador, along with fellow Erap appointees 
Pacifico Marcelo (the Dichaves pointman in the 
aborted franchise deal) and lawyer Federico Agcaoili 
in the sequestered Philcomsat board, were working 
on a similar telecom arrangement until it was taken 
over by Edsa IL 

(Cocktales may be reached by e-mail at 
cockiales_pdi@yahoo.com or at cocktales_pdi@ 
hotmail.com.) 
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Manila Mining suspends 
Surigao gold operations 


By Doris C. DUMLAO 


MANILA Mining Corp., one of the 
country's oldest mining firms, has sus- 
pended its gold operations in Surigao 
del Norte due to continued losses. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine 
‘Stock Exchange yesterday, MMC presi- 
dent Artemio Disini said the operations. 
of the company's Heine Pit were shut 
down starting last Monday when the 
temporary license to construct and op- 
erate ponds from the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
expired. 

“During the shutdown, the company 
will be maintaining a reduced workforce 
and temporarily lay off about two-thirds. 
of its employees," the statement said. 

“The work during the shutdown will 


Acer Veriton 9113L 


Enhanced with Acer LCD monitor, 
the NEW Acer Veriton 9113L, 


utilizes the Intel® Pentium® 4 


processor 1.3GHz and 128MB RDRAM | 


to maximize performance in 


multi-tasking home operations... 


Veriton 9113L is the best solution 


for your home demands! 


Acer V750 


focus on extensive drilling, which will 
convert the large inventory of resource 
to ore reserves and prepare the mine for 
better operations,” it said. 

The Heine Pit, where gold bullions 
are produced, accounts for about half of 
the company’s total revenue. 

But MMC said it would continue to 
operate the Natina Pit in the area and 
produce gold and copper concentrates 
in order to earn enough to cover oper- 
ating costs and prevent the mine from 
totally shutting down and laying off 
more than 1,300 employees and contrac- 
tors. 

The statement noted thatthe company's 
failure to raise tailing pond due to protests 
from 2 group led by local priests had im- 
posed a heavy toll on its finances and op- 
erations. The protests, it said, prevented vi- 
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tal workers and much-needed supplies from 
entering the mine camp and thus resulted in 
a critical delay in the pit development work. 

"In November 2000, the full effect of the. 
delay in pit development became apparent 
when more than two million metric tons of 
waste in the Heine Pit that otherwise should 
have been previously removed, slipped over 
to the ore zone during the height of typhoon 
Toyang,” it said. 

"The waste material cannot be removed 
now without spending millions of ре 
making the future operations of the Heine 
Pit unprofitable.” 

But the company stressed that the sus- 
pended tailing pond was always in compli- 
ance with standards set by the DENR, the 
Bureau of Mines and Geosciences and the 
Environmental Management Bureau. It said 
the pond had "adequate safeguards against 
dam failure up to its final design of 70- 
meter elevation.” 
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Tam glad to report to you, my countrymen, that 
such is not happening. For the imported cement is 
sold at the same price as local cement. 

‘The landed cost of imported cement is estimated 
at P86 per bag. Wishing to help consumers, the im- 
porters simply charge P135 to PI50 per bag. 

Who benefits then? Making a killing are the im- 
porters who either have short family names or have 
foreign principals. Superb, no? 

Meanwhile, in danger of losing their jobs are 
thousands of workers in the cement indusiry. It зо 
happens that several cement plants are located in 
Mindanao. 

Where is the government in all this? Out there 
trying to get best performance awards for drama in a 
Sona, | guess. 
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Proposed deal to give gov't, 
Tan equal stakes in PNB 


By ELENA В, TORRIJOS 
AND CLARISSA S. BATINO 


THE GOVERNMENT is pushing 
for a "compromise" arrangement 
with taipan Lucio Tan on the pro- 
posed "reverse" privatization and 
rehabilitation of Philippine National з: 
Bank. 

‘An INquiner source said the ar- 
rangement would give both parties 
equal stakes of 44 percent each in 
the bank and that the Tan group was 
amenable to this. 

He said the proposed arrange- 
ment calls for the conversion into 
equity of P7 billion to P8 billion of 
the government's P25-billion expo- 
sure in PNB, It also calls for a com- 
mitment from both the government 
and Tan to jointly sell their stakes 
after three years. 

Finance Secretary Jose Isidro 
Camacho, for his part, said yester- 
day that Tan must give up part of 
his control in PNB and allow the 


Napocor seeks 
P3B in bridge 
financing 


THE NATIONAL Power Corp. is seeking a P3- 
lion bridge financing from the Philippine National 
Bank to cover the shortfall in the power agency's 
‘operating and capital expenses, Napocor president 
Jesus N. Alcordo said Wednesday. 

"We are seeking a one-year loan but we have not 
discussed the terms of the loan yet because it st 
needs the approval of PNB's executive committee, 
Alcordo said. 

Не said the cash-strapped power agency would 
need the funds by next month. 

Early in the negotiations, Alcordo said the bank 
wanted the Depariment of Finance to guarantee the 
Joan. However, he said Napocor instead offered PNB 
а "comfort letter” that would assure the bank that 
Napocor would be able to service the loan. 

"Once loan is approved by the PNB executive 
committee, the negotiations for the terms would be 
easy,” Alcordo added. 

He explained that Napocor has decided to tap 
PNB becnuse the agency's credit line with Land 
Bank of the Philippines was “almost depleted.” 

"This loan facility will not cover the servicing of 
Napocor's maturing loans," Alcordo said, 

Earlier, a DoF official told reporters that Napocor 
would not get its $50-million share in the second 
tranche of a program loan from the Asian Develop- 
‘ment Bank worth $200 million because the national 
government would use the amount to cover the bud- 
Bet deficit, This left Napocor with no other option 
Dut to seek a bridge financing. 

Napocor is also set to finalize within the quarter. 
foreign borrowings of up to $400 million to com- 
plete its working capital requirement and to refinance. 
past debts 


ing bank. 


per share. 


government to convert a portion of 
the P25 billion loans into equity to 
pave for the rehabilitation of the ail- 


`1 am confident that we will be 
able to convince him to approve ће 
debt to equity conversion plan," 

the finance secretary. 

‘The Inquirer source said the debt 
would be converted into govern- 
‘ment equity at the amount close to 
the government's proposal of P40 


He added that the government 
was willing to settle as much as P10 
billion of its past due loans to PNB 
through either a write-off of PDIC's 
P10-billion exposure in PNB ог 
through outright payment. 

Under the proposal, the source 
said, the government would have a 
dominant role in managing the bank 
although the choice of a president 
would be a joint decision. 

He said Tan was amenable to the 
plan and that it was being cleared 


Sentral ng Pi 
by the Philip 
Corp. —was an 
bank's rehabilitation. 
‘The conversi 


‘almost P6 billion. 


with certain Cabinet members. 
Camacho said converting part of 
the government's emergency loans 
to PNB amounting to P25 billion— 
P15 billion extended by the Bangko- 
inas and P10 billion 
е Deposit Insurance. 
tegral part of the 


Of its debts into 
government equity will free more 
funds that can be used by the bank 
for lending and for other invest- 
‘ments that can help the bank im- 
prove its financial position. Last 
year, the bank posted a net loss of 


Currently, the country's sixth 
largest lender is shelling out mil- 
lions of pesos a month to pay the 
interest charges on the emergency 
loans from the BSP and PDIC. 

Sources earlier said Tan had re- 
fused to give up part of his major- 
ity control of PNB but had agreed 
to yield management control to the 


government. 

Camacho said the government 
led by PDIC -chief Norberto 
Nazareno would continue to hold 
dialogues with Tan and his repre- 
sentatives to thresh out the details. 
of the debt-to-equity conversion 
plan. 

‘The government has been nego- 
tiating with the taipan's lawyers 
since mid-May. The government. 
earlier said it wanted to retake less 
than $1 percent of PNB through the 
 debt-to-equity conversion plan. 

Nazareno said that once Tan 
agrees to give up part of his stake. 
in PNB for the debt-to-equity con- 
version, both parties could move оп 
to other issues affecting the bank 
including the reduction of the. 
bank's par value, which is now at 
P60 per share. 

The government's 30.4- percent 
stake in PNB was diluted to 16 per- 
cent last September when Tan in- 
fused P10 billion into the bank. 


By RONNEL W. DOMINGO 


ENERGY Secretary Vincent S. Perez yester- 
day said that putting the National Transmis- 
sion Corp. on the auction block ahead of the 
generation companies and other assets of the. 
National Power Corp. was а strategic move 
in view of the ongoing privatization efforts 
in Singapore and South Korea. 

"They (Singapore and South Korea) are 
also privatizing generating assets next year. 
We don't want to do it at the same time,’ 
Perez told reporters. 

He said the privatization of Napocor's as- 
sets, as mandated by the Electricity Industry 
Reform Act, would start with Transco by early 
2002. 

Perez said that whether Transco would be 
sold or offered for a concession would "de- 
pend on the decision of whoever will be the 
government's adviser for privatization.” 

He added that the government would 
choose tomorrow one or two advisers for this 
undertaking. 

“We want to attract more buyers for the 
generation companies (or gencos) and this. 
will be possible if they will be assured that a 
world-class operator will manage Transco,” 


FOR ‘TRANSCO AND GENCOS’ 


Napocor adopts strategy 
to lure more buyers 


Perez said. 

He said there was still no floor price for 
the company but Transco officer in charge 
Asisclo T. Gonzaga earlier said the govern- 
ment was aiming for at least $2.4 billion. 

Gonzaga explained that the government 
would lose ownership of the firm's assets in 
an outright sale, but not іп a concession agree- 
ment. 

Perez also said that after Transco's 
privatization, Napocor would be selling the 
generating companies one after another. 

The secretary downplayed the possibility 
of losing prospective buyers to Singapore and 
South Korea, saying the former was “a very 
‘small market" while the latter would be sell- 
ing bigger blocks of assets that would require 
huge capital 

He said the Philippines had an advantage. 
because the generating companies would be 
sold in smaller groups whereas South Korea 
would be selling at least 1 or 2 gigawatts of 
generating capacity per auction. 

nother advantage is that we are still 
growing by 7 percent or 8 percent a year in 
terms of power demand,” Perez explained. 

He also said that the country still has а 
large untapped market in the rural areas. 


Addressing the other kinds of poverty 


WOW, that was a very dramatie Sona with Jason, 
Jomar and Erwin as props. 

Yes, Madam President, your call to wage war 
against poverty is well understood by both the busi- 
ness and labor sectors, And yes, indications are that 
they will respond positively to your сай. The only 
problem is that the government itself has yet to show 
an authentic leadership by example or a genuine ef- 
fort to model the kind of behavior that you want the 
small guys to imbibe. 

‘While you preach austerity, your top executives 
are receiving fantastic salaries and perks. They con- 
tinue to go on junkets abroad with а coterie of 

lays. wasting much-needed dollars and appear- 
ing insensitive to the sufferings of the masses, While 
you preach integrity, corruption remains unabated in 
all echelons of the bureaucracy involving men in high 
places, their wives and mistresses 
Poverty of values 

‘And so, the root cause of our economie poverty 
is not really lack of resources—human and natural— 
but the apparent absence of positive values among 
our leaders. Many politicians are preoccupied with 
their seemingly insatiable hunger for power, influ- 
ence and money. Many do not have a sense of na- 
ionalism and selflessness. How can they command 
the respect and cooperation ofthe people? 

"While the workers are being asked to absorb the 
rising cost of living and the impact of the worsening 
unemployment rate, congressmen use government 
vehicles for personal needs and go around in irel 
‘evant travels and conferences spending public funds. 

Poverty of ethics 

While you preach integrity in public service, 
some judges and prosecutors—who are vested with 
the sensitive functions о administer justce—are liv- 
ing beyond their means. Some spend hours in hotel 
lobbies talking to litigants and lawyers, others ac- 
cept favors from big law firms while court personnel 
‘waste official hours doing personal business and 
even maintaining contacts with plaintiffs and defen- 
аат 

You ask the workers to sacrifice although they 
have been sacrificing all their lives. Department sec- 
retaries and bureau directors, for their part, spend 
government hours appearing on TV and holding 
press conferences instead of reaching out to their 
poor constituencies nnd just doing their jobs. 

Poverty of leaders! 

You preach leadership based on principles, but 
your own Cabinet members do not seem to model 
ihe kind of leadership you want to propagate, some 
of them, anyway. You have a Cabinet member who 
stil] heads his own political party that is other than 
your own. When he goes to the region, he allegedly 
gathers his ward leaders and treats them to lunch. Are 
the expenses charged to the department when the 
Function is that of his political! party? 

How then can we convince our workers not to ask 
for a PI2S-daily wage increase when your govem- 
ment officials ostentatiously display their luxurious 
cars, their fancy dinners in expensive hotels and re- 


LABOR MANAGEMENT 
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Jimenez 


sorts, their mistresses and lovers, and their indecent 
fellowship with contractors and suppliers? 
Poverty of morals 

We want to believe you when you pontificate on 
morality in the lives of men and women in govern- 
ment, But how сап our workers accept your preach- 
ing if the senators and congressmen belonging to 
your own coalition openly announce their wheeling 
and dealing, their horse trading and their arm twist 
ing, if only to fulfill their covetousness of the posts 
of Speaker and Senate President 

The lifestyles of your own partymates do not re- 
fect the high moral ground that you preach in the 
pulpit of your office. Instead of rebuking them, you 
Sven anoint them as your own candidates in their in- 
tra-party maneuvering and posturing. 

Poverty of concern 

While you talk of glowing figures and dazzling 
statistics, the workers and their families are on star- 
vation wages, their jobs are continuously under threat 
of globalization and privatization. The rising unem- 
ployment rate won't be abated by emergency works 
arranged by local politicians. The price of rice can- 
not be artificially controlled by the NFA rolling 
stores. PCSO's "lugaw" cannot alleviate the hunger. 
of the masses. 

АП media hypes are band aid PR programs with 
по long-term effects. The rate of poverty will further 
deteriorate. The poor will even become poorer. Poli- 
ticians will even become richer and government bu- 
reauerats will ry more to prop up the image of pub- 
lic officials and gain more “pogi” points. But the 
people know beter 

Poverty of hopes 

In the face of all the above hinds of poverty, how 
сап the workers and the businessmen hupe W altain 
а better sovivecmnnnne condition for our people? 
Despite ай our speeches, those glossy press releases 
and almost daily TV appearances. how can the work- 
ers stop marching in the streets? How can our pro- 
fessionals stop migrating to the US and the Mile 
East? 

"The workers will become more agitated. hungrier 
and angrier than ever. Hopelessnew and helplessness 
can be the worst kind of poverty tha can ever allie 
the people. 

Poverty of confidence 
Hew ean our people continue lo trust a guvern- 


‘ment that does not have the moral authority to lead. I 
remember Doy Laurel in his maiden privilege speech 
as senator in the "70s, when he talked of a crisis of 
confidence, which he said was the most damaging 
crisis that сап beset a nation. 

“Today, this nation is facing that crisis again. The 
civil society has been betrayed. The workers have 
been stabbed at the back. Business has been misled, 
The people are numb. They are now unable to be- 
lieve in anybody or trust on anything anymore. We 
are on the verge of despair, hovering between anger 
and disillusion. Only our faith in God remains to 
keep our people moving. 

Yes, Madam, labanan ang kahirapan at labanan 
din ang kapalaluan ng mga hunghang! Ang iba'y 
nasa paligid lang po ninyo. 

(For comments, you can reach the writer at the 
following e-mail address: јохерһиз т 
‘enez@pcppi.comph.) 


THE CHANGE in the stock trading symbol of Prime 
Gaming Philippines Ine. from "РОМС" to “PGPI" 
‘will be reflected in the bourse's computer system to- 
day. x 

SUN Life Financial Services of Canada Inc. de- 
clared a C$0.12 per common share cash dividend in 
favor of stockholders of record as of Aug. 27 and 
shall be payable on Sept. 30. 

ELECTED directors of Itogon Suyoe Mines Inc. 
were Rafael Ortigas Jr., Alberto Montilla, Froilan 
Gervasio, Ignacio Ortigas, Celia de Jesus, Jose 
Ernesto Villaluna Jr., Luciano Tan, Mario Viel, 
Roberto Ongpin, Alex Villamar and Jaime Gonzalez. 
ELECTED directors of JG Summit Holdings Inc. 
were John Gokongwei Jr., Johnson Robert Go Sr., 
James Go, Lance Gokongwei, Lily Ngochua, Patrick 
Henry Go, Ignacio Gotao, Wilfrido Tecson, Gabriel 
Singson, Ricardo Romulo and Cornelio Peralta. The 
‘company also declared a PO.02-per-share cash divi- 
dend in favor of stockholders as of Aug. 9. This is 
Payable on Sept.7, 0 


MANILA Mining Corp. said it would temporarily 
һу off about wosthirds 


ELECTED directors of Boulevard Holdings Inc. 
were Jose Marcel Panlilio, Lorenzo Tanada Ill, 
Nicole Morris, Alfredo Joaquin, Marlo Cristobal, 
Reynaldo Maulit, Francis Pairon, Lilia Baun and 


HCTIVE Oct. 17 this year, Joey Bermudez be- 
somos Chinateus! Philippines Commercial Bank's 
president sunt director. William Go, the bank's cur- 
reni president, will then become vice chairman of the 
bean Compiled by Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Re- 
search 
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Aviation execs say open skies not feasible 


By ABIGAIL L, HO 


economy will recover," Ninoy Aquino would oppose a proposal to allow un- and fo answer any questions that Phil- the official said. “We cannot agree at tually gobble up smaller airlines,” he" 
Intemational Airport general manager restricted aviation access into Philip- ippine authorities may have about open this point to grant them open skies.” said. 
KEY aviation officials said Tuesday Edgardo Manda said. pine and US markets. skies; Malinowski had said in his let- “The open skies agreement has afar “Local airlines will most likely not 
the country was not yet ready foram Yap and Manda said they preferred 05 charge d'affaires Michael ter to the transportation department. reaching agenda," ATO's Yap said. be able to supply all the lights to their 
‘open-skies policy. a “progressive liberalization” of the Malinowski had written a letterto Ma- _ The proposal would remove restric- "Compared with foreign airlines, we counterparts" country. The other party, 
“We're Uying to eam more dollars. Jf local air transport industry instead of nila informing it that a US team will tions on routes, capacities, flight fre- are on the losing end because they have however, would take advantage of the 
ме open our skies completely to foreign ап open-skies policy. arrive here to discuss an open-skies quencies and fare pricing better aircraft and equipment. number of flights that the country has 
entities, we stand to lose whatever we Ап open-skies policy will give other policy with local aviation officials. But such an arrangement “will spell Не added that an open-skies policy allowed it to have here,” he said. 
‘would cam,” Air Transportation Office countries unrestricted aviation access. It “The purpose of the visit would be the death of our airlines,” a Philippine would allow other countries’ airlines to He said even the country's pioneer 
chief Adelberto Yap told the INQUIRER. also dismantles government control to discuss both bilateral and multilateral foreign office official, who did not steal passengers because they would be Пар carrier, Philippine Airlines Inc., 
"и ів not feasible at this point in over pricing and route designations. options for establishing an open skies want to be named, said. free to choose their routes. would have a hard time keeping up 
time. It actually depends on how the ‘The government said earlier it relationship between our two countries, “They will gobble up our airlines,” “(The foreign airlines) could even- with ts foreign counterparts. 


Asian ALAMIN AT UNAWAIN! 


Hospital 
raises 
capital 


ASIAN Hospital has 
increased its capital to 
P2 billion with Vista 
Medical Management, 
its major shareholder 
and hospital operator, 
committing to raise its 
equity in the company 
y $22 million. 

Two other major 
shareholders Insular 
Life and Health Deliv- 
ery System Inc —like- 
wise pledged additional 
equity of P43 million 
and P30.5 million, re- 
spectively. The balance 
is held by doctors and 
new strategic investors. 

‘The financial com- 
munity through a num- 
ber of noted financial 
institutions have signi- 
fied its confidence and 
support for the project. 
The construction of the. 
hospital and the pur- 
chase of equipment, 
now over 85 percent 
complete, have ob- 
tained a financing 
amounting to РІЗ bil- 
lion from a syndicate of 
local banks consisting 
of Land Bank of the 
Philippines, Planters 
Development Bank, 
Chinatrust Bank, Bank 
of  Conitherce, A: 
Trost and Manila Bank. 
‘The loans were from the. 
Japan Export Import 
Facility Jexim) and the 
Social Security System, 
through its Hospital Fi- 
mancing Program. 

‘Another P200 mil- 
lion will be funded by 
the SSS, under the same 
program, through the 
Philippine Bank of 
Communications. Like- 
wise, a credit facility for 
$7 million has been ap- 
proved by the Interna- 
tional Finance Corp. 

The shareholders of 
Vista Management, in- 
cluding JP Morgan Part- 
ners (BHCA), LP and 
Premier Health Holding 
Pre Lid., have decided to 
increase their invest- 
ments in the Philippine 
operations because of 
the bright prospects of 
the healtheare sector in 
the Philippines. 

Aside from Asian 
Hospital, Vista Manage- 
ment owns Healthway 
Medical Clinics, which 
recently acquired Ayala 
Healthcare Clinics from 
Ayala Corp. Healthcare. 
Medical Clinics is the 
largest chain of ambula- 
tory centers in Metro 
Manila with nine operat- 
ing service points 10- 
cated in shopping malls 
and other strategic areas, 


Stocks 


(From page B1) 


Volume rose to 1.16 
billion shares while 
value fell to P367.23 
million from 715 million. 
shares worth P472 mil- 
lion Wednesday. 

"The market is drift- 
ing lower since funda- 
mentals aren't support- 
ing it, what with second 
quarter corporate earn- 
ings not expected to 
spring any pleasant sur- 
prises and the peso still 
weak,” said AB Capital 
Securities analyst Jose 
Vistan. 

Vistan said the 
country’s economic 
prospects appear bleak 
given the lack of interest 
by the private sector to 
step up investments in 
the country. 

“We need the private 
sector to start investing 
again,” he said. "The 
government is doing its 
part by putting in piace 
policies, pump-priming 
theeconomy.” АР 


per kilowatt-hour ang 


kuryente 


mula sa Napocor. 


IMULA PA LAMANG ITO 

Ang mandated rate reduction o pagbaba ng 

30 sentimos per kilowatt-hour sa singil sa 

kuryente para sa mga residential consumers 

ay isang probisyon ng bagong batas na 
tinatawag na Electric Power Industry Reform Act 
(EIRA). 

Ang diskwentong ito ay para lamang sa 
kuryenteng ipinagbibili ng Napocor. Ang eksaktong 
adjustment ay proportionate sa dami ng kuryente 
na binibili ng isang electric cooperative o power 
distributor mula sa Napocor. 

Millions of Filipino households will benefit 
from this because Napocor supplies roughly 87 
percent of the country’s total electricity demand. 
Residential consumers account for 33 percent of 
the total consumption. 

Kung ikaw ay kumukunsumo ng 200 kilowatt- 
-hours kada buwan para sa ilaw, ref, TV at electric 
fan, mga P60 din ang matitipid mo buwan-buwan 
o mahigit P700 sa isang taon. 

The rate reduction took effect immediately 
upon enactment of EIRA and will be reflected in 
your electricity bills this August at the earliest. 

Simula pa lamang ito sa maraming benepisyo 
ng EIRA. 

ANO BA TALAGA ANG EIRA? 

Ang EIRA ay reporma sa industriyang kuryente. 

Like the reforms introduced in the 
telecommunications industry, the EIRA will 
dismantle Napocor’s monopoly by privatizing it 
into several generating companies which will then 
be sold to private investors. 

Dahil dito hindi па mangungutang ang 
gobyerno para suportahan ang naluluging Napocor. 


MAGKAKAROON NG KOMPETISYON 

Dahil magiging pribado na ang Napocor, 
magkakaroon ng kompetisyon sa generation sector 
ng kuryente. 

Hindi lang yan. Pati ang supply side ng 
industriya ay magkakaroon din ng kompetisyon. 

Pag may kompetisyon, malaki ang posibilidad 
na bumaba ang presyo ng kuryente, gaya ng 
nangyayari sa industriyang telepono na ngayon ay 
nagkakaroon ng price war o bakbakan sa diskwento 
sa IDD at NDD rates. 

Ito ang naging karanasan ng mga bansang 
nag-reporma ng kanilang industriyang kuryente. 
Gaya ng Australia (36% rate reduction), New 
Zealand (14%), Argentina (44%) at United Kingdom 
(25%). 

Pagbaba ng presyo ng kuryente, bababa din 
ang halaga ng mga pangunahing bilihin. 
REFORM TAKES TIME 

Ang EIRA ay hindi instant relief. 

Mahabang proseso ang reporma sa kuryente 
dahil babaguhin ang structure ng mismong 
industriya. Umabot ng halos pitong taon ang pagre- 
reporma sa telecommunications industry ngunit 
ngayon pa lamang natin nararamdaman ang mga 
benepisyo nito. Sa pagpapatupad ng mga 
repormang nakapaloob sa EIRA, mararamdaman 
natin ang iba’t ibang benepisyo nito pag 
nagkakaroon na ng tunay na kompetisyon. 

Reform takes time. 

To prepare for the implementation of the 
EIRA, the Department of Energy will hold a series 
of public consultations on its Implementing Rules 
and Regulations. 

Makakatulong ka dito. 


Ang Electric Power Industry Reform Act ay mahalaga 
sa buhay at kinabukasan mo. Alamin at unawain. 


Department of Energy 


Working for tomorrow's energy needs today. 


Te! : (632)840-1401 to 21 local 227 or 322 


Energy Center, Merritt Road, Fori Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila 


Website: www.doe.gov. р\/ромег УС 
e-mail:  irrGdoe.gov.ph 


rn ‘FRIDAY, JULY 27; 200 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 


BUSINESS 


EFFECTIVE SEPT. 1 


Opec to cut output to support falling prices 


VIENNA—Opec said Wednesday it 
would cut production by 1 million bar- 
rels per day to support falling prices in 
ah acknowledgement that a global eco- 
nomic slowdown had squeezed its 
profits, 

Opec said in a statement from 
Algiers that the cut— which would take 
effect Sept. 1—was intended to "assure. 
market stability, satisfy global demand 
and avoid price volatility in the inter- 
est of producers and consumers. 

Algerian Energy Minister and cur- 
rent Opec president Chakib Khelil said 
Opec had considered “the impact of 
‘weak global economic growth and а 
drop in demand due to high oil stocks.” 

Oil prices rose as the Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries an- 
nounced its decision, but they were 
capped because the market had antici- 
pated the action. 

Dealers remained skeptical that it 
would be enough to compensate for 
fast-contracting demand. 

The price of a barrel of Brent North 
Sea crude for September delivery 
stood at $25.22 іп late afternoon trad- 
ing, up 32 cents on the day but lower 
than a morning high of $25.30 dollars. 

In New York, the light sweet crude 
August contract rose 26 cents in early 
trading to $26.57 a barrel. 

"Opec has decided to reduce its 
production by 1 million bpd From Sept. 
1 (and will Keep) options open to hold 
an extraordinary meeting if the market 
requires it," Khelil old the official Al- 


gerian news agency APS. 

The ll-mation cartel nodded 
through the cut without the standard 
Vienna meeting at which new quotas 
were usually thrashed out. 

‘Analysts said the Opec action could 
work in the long run, but in the short 
run, current overproduction and the re- 
turn of Iraqi crude to world markets 
after a five-week break would limit the 
effect of the cutback. 

"^A lot depends on compliance,” 
said Lawrence Eagles, an analyst with 
the GNI brokerage in London. “I 
would think that actual production 
would be cut by somewhere between 
500,000 and 700,000 barrels a day" 
because of "relatively poor compli- 
ance,” he told AFP. 

‘Opec is looking to cut output be- 
cause of fears that a supply glut could 
saturate markets, particularly as de- 
mand is slowing because of the current. 
global economic downturn. 

"The market was expecting a cut of 
1 million to 1.5 million barrels a day 
зо itis at the lower end of market ex- 
pectations," Credit Lyonnais Rouse 
broker Steve Raker said. 

"The market has not moved at all 
оп the back of the cut. It was already 
priced into the market. Normally you 
‘would expect some sort of reaction 
‘once it’s been confirmed,” he added. 

“It should help the situation (of 
market oversupply) but whether it will 
totally resolve the situation remains to 

AFP 


Former treasury chief 
supports strong dollar 


WASHINGTON—Former Trea- 
sury Secretary Robert Rubin on 
Wednesday urged the White House 
to continue its strong US dollar 
policy, but other Wall Street heavy 
hitters told a Senate panel it was 
time to abandon the rhetoric. 

“Modifying our strong dollar policy 
could adversely affect inflation, inter- 
est rates and capital inflow and would 
lessen the favorability of our terms of 
exchange with the rest of the world," 
Rubin told members of a Senate bank- 
ing subcommittee at a hearing on the 
current account deficit. 

AAs treasury secretary under Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, Rubin repeatedly as- 
serted a strong dollar was in the best 


interest of the US economy, a stance 
that his successor, Larry Summers, and 
the current secretary, Paul O'Neill, 
stuck to. 

But two prominent Wall Street 
economists said the rhetoric, which 
some said was artificially propping up 
the dollar despite a massive slowdown 
in the US economy, should be dropped 
to allow the market to fully determine 
the dollar's value. 

“Now that the boom is over, the 
rationale for a ‘strong dollar’ has less- 
ened, especially as the dollar's 
strength is undermining the effective. 
ness of US monetary policy and und 
cutting US international trade com- 
pelitiveness," Goldman Sachs chief 
economist Bill Dudley told the com- 
mittee. Reuters 


As Argentina stumbles, 
US urges quick review 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina—A 
senior US Treasury official on 
Wednesday urged the International 
Monetary Fund to quickly review 
Argentina's loan program to free up 
fresh funds to help its financing 
needs after the Argentine govem- 
ment suffered a political setback in 
its efforts to avert a debt default. 
John Taylor, US Treasury 
undersecretary for international affairs, 
said Argentina had "overperformed" in 
meeting fiscal targets for the second 
quarter as set out by the IMF, and the 
Argentine government's plan to cut 
deficit spending to zero went beyond 
what was called for in the IMF program. 
“It makes sense for the IMF board 
10 move quickly on completing its re- 
view ofthe second quarter and thereby 
enabling funds to be disbursed," Tay 
lor said in a statement after meeting 
Argentine Finance Secretary Daniel 


Taylor's comments helped the 
Buenos Aires benchmark MerVal 
stock index to reverse early losses af- 
ter news that opposition Peronists, 
who controlled the Senate, said late 
‘Tuesday they wanted to delay by about 
а week a debate on spending cuts the 
government hopes would erase an es- 
timated S1 5-billion budget gap in the 
second half. 

1n Washington, Taylor praised the 
"zero-deficit" plan and said it should 
help put Argentina on a sustainable 
fiscal path and bolster confidence, pre- 
sumably on the country's capacity to 
service its $128-billion debt. 

The United States is the IMF's 
largest shareholder. 

Growing deficit spending, which 
doubled the public debt in just a few 
years, had given investors pause and 
led economists to question whether 
Argentina could make debt payments 
‘with the country in a three-year eco- 
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Retail slide 
underscores 
Japan slump 


TOKYO—Japan’s retail sales slid 
for a third straight month in June, 
the government said Thursday, un- 
derscoring the sluggishness of the 
economy and giving another head- 
ache to Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi before a Sunday election. 

Nationwide retail sales fell 2.7 


MCDO GOES PUBLIC 


McDonald's Co. Japan president Den Fujta smiles ashe bites ahamburgerto celebrate his company stocks? listing 
onthe Jasdaq exchange, а firstinitial public offering for McDonald's outside the United States. McDonald's stocks 
received a warm reception as they began trading on the market eariier in he day, opening at 4,700 yen ($38), 400 


yen ($3.24) above its premarket price. 


Economic gloom stalks euro zone 


attested naa 


FRANKFURT—Slumping business 
confidence and mounting corporate 
job losses have banished hopes of a 
swift rebound in the euro zone 
economy. 

Economists argue the risk of re- 
cession is still moderate, adding 
some important warning signals—a 
collapse in household spending and 
а sharper slide in long-term than 
short-term borrowing costs—are not 
yet visible. 

A pick-up in French household 
confidence last month sounded a 
hopeful note that the euro zone con- 
sumer was holding up well. 

But industry is getting hammered 
and its efforts to restructure have put 
thousands of jobs on the line, threat- 
ening unemployment that will pro- 


"There has been a major period 
of over-invesiment by companies. 
You are not talking about a couple 
of quarters for this to correct, it could. 
take several years," said Patrick 
Artus of European Central Bank 
watcher EMU Monitor. 

US and European financial lead- 
ers are sticking to the message that 
growth will bounce next year and 
pin their hopes on consumption tak- 
ing the lead in a euro zone recov- 
ey. 

High euro zone inflation his year, 
particularly in Germany, sapped real 
spending power, blunting the ben- 
efits of euro zone tax cuts in Janu- 
ary. But prices had since started to 
head down. 

Lower inflation should boost 


cover as consumers, whose demand 
makes up 57 percent of euro zone 
gross domestic product, respond to 
lower prices by buying more goods 
and services. 

Unfortunately, the corporate re- 
porting season has brought a flurry 
of daily bad news from large corpo- 
rations admitting the slowdown is 
‘worse than imagined, spelling doom 
for tens of thousands of jobs as firms 
wrestle down their costs, 

European Commission surveys 
already reveal growing anxiety 
over employment security and with 
jobs carnage dominating the 
news—over 30,000 were axed by 
European and US companies on 
Tuesday alone—the threat to con- 


percent in June from a year earlier, 
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and 
Industry said, providing yet another 
reminder that consumers remained. 
stubbornly tight-fisted as their 
economy flirted with a recession. 

Sales at larger stores, which were 
more sensitive to changes in con- 
sumer spending, declined 1.9 per- 
cent in June from a year earlier, ex- 
cluding new-store openings and clo- 
sures, marking the 38th straight 
month of decline. 

"This really clearly indicates that 
the negative situation in the per- 
sonal consumption area is really 
very much widespread and becom- 
ing even more widespread,” Noriko. 
Hama, an economist at Mitsubishi 
Research Institute, told Reuters 
Television. 

"So. yes, I think the reality is re- 
ally starting to seep through into the, 
household sector, and I think we are 
going to see more of this further, 
down the road,” she added. Reuters 


seen shaking 
off global flu 


SYDNEY.— Australia's economy is 
healthy enough to withstand the cur- 
rent global slowdown in much the 
same way as it shrugged off the deep 
Asian crisis with growth. At least, 
that's the fervent hope of Treasurer. 

Peter Costello. And analysts say his 
hopes may not be misplaced. 

Exports, which make up around 
one-fifth of the economy, have held 
up despite the downturn across 
Australia's trading partners, aided 
by the cheap Australian dollar. 

Annualized export growth over 
the first five months of the year was 
running at nine percent. And no one 
is expecting much appreciation і 
the grounded Aussie, now hovering 
at around 51 US cents per dollar. 

On the domestic front, demand 
is bouncing back strongly as hous- 
ing emerges from its tax-induced 
slump and business and consumer 
confidence are rising steadily from 
their lows. 

‘Addressing a Sydney function on 
the benefits of globalization on 
Wednesday night, Costello ac- 
knowledged that US growth had 
slowed to near flat, Japan was prob- 
ably in recession and there were 
"worrying signs” in Asia 

But he said Australia was healthy 
enough to withstand the malaise. 

The world is sneezing, but we 
have had a triple immuni: 
said, citing the budget surplus, low 


попіс rut and no recovery in sight. 


Marx. Reuters 


Tong the slowdown. 
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BANGKOK—Bank of Thailand Gover- 
nor Pridiyathorn Devakula said Wednes- 
day the central bank remained commit- 
ted to allowing the baht to move with 
market forces but would act to prevent 
100 much volatility. 

Pridiyathorn said the central bank 
would keep a close eye on the unit's 
short-term movements but allow the 
troubled currency longer-term mobility. 

“We are only iri to counter the irregular 
transactions. It is a managed float, not a 
clear float.” he said in a speech before the 
Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Thailand. 

"We should not allow certain small, 
irregular transactions to affect the mar- 
ket, as we know this market is very, very 
thin,” he said. 

The central bank chief said Thailand's 


m is the one 


WASHINGTON—The International 
Monetary Fund on Wednesday expressed 
the possibility of a mission to Indonesia 
in September following a draft letter of 
intent issued Friday containing Jakarta's 
reform pledges in retum for a $400 mil- 
lion aid tranche. 

“The change in government itself 
need not cause a mission to go there,” 
IMF spokesman Thomas Dawson 
stressed. "The developments in Indo- 
nesia in the last week were sort of part 
оГ that baseline scenario, but the mis- 
sion had been in touch with the then- 


vice president and actually had a meet- 


growth and help businesses to re- 


foreign reserves were currently “rich,” 
standing at around six times the 
country's monthly imports. 

He said the BOT had no specific tar- 
get for foreign reserves but would keep. 
them at a healthy level 

Foreign reserves were $31.5 billion 
as of July 13, according to BOT data. 

The International Monetary Fund, 
which sponsored a $17.2-billion bailout 
package for Thailand during the Asian 
crisis of 1997-98, recommended mini- 
mum foreign reserves of $32 billion to 
$34 billion. 

The baht fell to a 40-month low of 
45.87 to the dollar earlier this week, its 
lowest since mid-March 1998, from 
around 43 at the beginning of the year. 

ridiyathorn said the baht was mov- 


ing with her.” 

Megawati Sukamoputri, the former 
місе president, was installed as president 
of Indonesia Monday following the im- 
peachment of Abdurrahman Wahid. 

Though she sacked Wahid's entire 
Cabinet as the first order of business, 
she ordered the ministers to keep on 
‘working but not to make any major de- 
cisions without her approval until the 
new cabinet is formed. 

‘The draft letter agreed to on Friday 
must first be approved and signed by the 
IMF board before it would allow the 
release of the stalled Joan tranche, 


sumer confidence is high and ris- 
Reuters 


interest rates and super-competitive 
exports Reuters. 


Thai c. bank reaffirms currency float 


ing in line with other currencies in the 
region 

But the BOT chief said the Thai cur- 
rency did not generally "mirror" move- 
ments in the Indonesian rupiah or the 
Philippine peso, both of which had been. 
highly volatile this year. 

The governor did not say what an 
appropriate level of the baht should Бе. 

"The proper rate of the baht should 
be easy for traders and exporters to do 
business," he said. "But, at the same 
time, it should not be too strong to in- 
vite speculators to attack.” 

He said he expected the amount of 
foreign debt repaid this year by the Thai 
private sector would come down to $5 
billion to $6 billion from around $10 
billion last year. Reuters. 


IMF sets mission to Indonesia in Sept. 


The loan has been held up by the 
IMF since December because, of 
Jakarta's alleged foot-dragging on eco- 
nomic reforms. 
IMF executives have said the letter. 
focused on maintaining macroeco- 
stability and fiscal sustainability. 
"The IMF is coordinating a$5-billion 
aid package promised to Indonesia af- 
ter its financial crisis starting in 1997, 
“We have the ad referendum letter 
of intent. It is being reviewed by staff 
and management. We would expect that 
the new authorities there would be look- 
ing at it as well,” Dawson said, AFP 
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Rising layoffs seen breaching US confidence 


NEW YORK—If, as Federal Reserve Chair 
Alan Greenspan says, the fabric of American 
consumer confidence has mot yet been 
breached, it is wearing pretty thin under the 
strain of fast-mounting layoffs. 

Economists who closely watch consumer 
indebtedness said this week they were grow- 
ing increasingly concerned about the ability 
of heavily leveraged Americans to keep pay- 
ing off their debis with job losses rising so 
rapidly. 


sumer confidence. It is currently endangered 
by an unfinished litany of corporate 
downsizing,” said John Lonski, chief econo- 
mist at credit rating agency Moody's Inves- 
tors Service. 

"As long as we have announced layoffs 
and slumping stock prices, then we have ev- 
егу reason to believe that unemployment 
might continue to rise, layoffs will rise and 
eventually will take a toll on consumer spend- 
ing,” he said. 


past year, and unemployment has risen to 4.5 
percent from 3.9 percent last October as with- 
ering corporate profits have spurred the most. 
layoffs seen since a decade ago, during the 
last US recession. 

Average profits at S&P 500 companies are 
expected to have dropped by more than 17 
percent in the April-June quarter, which 
would be the worst performance since the 
1990-1991 recession. The current quarter. 
does not look much brighter, which bodes for 


Despite the rising layoffs and deepening 
corporate gloom, Greenspan said on Tuesday 
that Americans’ faith in their economic well 
being had not yet cracked. 

“The fabric of consumer confidence has 
not been breached,” he told lawmakers in tes- 
timony on the state of the economy. 

Greenspan probably based his conclusion 
оп consumer spending—one of the most im- 
portant economic indicators because it ac- 
counts for two-thirds of gross domestic prod- 
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NEC to cut 
local, overseas 
chip output 


TOKYO Japanese computer giant NEC Corp. 
would cut semiconductor production at its domestic 
and overseas plants to cope with a prolonged slump 
in the global chip market, a report said Thursday. 

NEC expects Из group net profit in the six months 
to September to fall to zero from 15 billion yen (5122 
million) forecast earlier, according to the Nihon 
Keizai Shimbun newspaper. 

‘The company will halve output at its Scottish 
plant and suspend production of dynamic random 
access memory chips there, adding it also plans to 
halve the workforce of 1,600 at the plant. 

“The Scottish plant accounts for 20 percent of 
NEC's total DRAM output. 

1а Japan, NEC plans to consolidate йз eight chip. 
plants under regional firms so that it can transfer 
‘workers more easily and three of the plants may halt 
production. 

NEC declined to confirm the Nihon Keizai report. 

"We are considering implementing measures in- 
cluding cutting personnel costs amid a slump in the 
semiconductor market,” а company spokesperson said. 

"But we cannot say anything concrete at this mo- 
ment,” the spokesperson said, adding the company 
‘would announce earnings for the three months to 
June on Friday. 

"Toshiba Corp. announced last Thursday it would 
cut semiconductor investment by 28.6 percent for the 
year to March 2002 to 100 billion yen, down sharply 
from 140 billion yen initially set aside. 

Fujitsu Lid., Japan's largest computer maker, said 
Jast Tuesday it would slash microchip production at 
2 US-based plant and reconsider investment plans for 
the year to March. AFP 


UOB dispatches 
takeover offer 
to OUB owners =: 


SINGAPORE. United Overseas Bank fired another 
round Thursday in Singapore's banking shakeup, 
sending official takeover documents to shareholders 
of Overseas Union Bank. 

UOB chair Wee Cho Yaw, who is locked in a 
battle with DBS Group for control of OUB, said his 
‘cash-and-share offer was a "superior value proposi- 
tion” that would position the two family-controlled 
banks as the "pre-eminent bank in the Asia-Pacific. 
region." 

OUB shareholders have until Aug. 17 to decide 
оп the bid from ШОВ. The rival offer from DBS 
closes Aug. 10. 

'UOB's $$10-billion (85.5-billion) offer topped 
the earlier S$9.4-billion bid from DBS, which had 
о far refused to indicate if it would lift its bid 

UOB's offer comprises $4.02 in cash plus 0.52 
UOB shares for each OUB share. It has already se- 
cured the backing of OUB founder Lien Ying Chow, 
who has a 26.5-percent shareholding in Singapore's 
fourth largest bank. 

"Our existing strategy is to become a regional fi- 
nancial powerhouse, reshaping and repositioning 
ourselves to enhance shareholder value through ra- 
tionalization, consolidation and restructuring,” Wee 
said in the offer documents, 

"We expect the union of UOB and OUB to accel- 
erate realization of this strategy." 

Last month, the government announced the sec- 
ond phase of its banking reform programs, which 
would open the sector further to foreign competi- 
tion, 

‘The Monetary Authority of Singapore, the de 
facto central bank, said there was only room for two 
local banks in the tiny domestic market of 4 million. 

All five local banks are now either seeking to buy 
their rivals or are the target of acquisitions. 

While DBS and UOB are bidding to buy OUB, 
Oversez-Chinese Banking Corp. has revised upwards its 
all-cash offerto$5.21 billion from $4.8 billion for Keppel 
Capital Holdings, which operates Keppel Тай ее Bank, 
the smallest Singapore banking group. AFP 


Compaq posts 
$279-M loss 


HOUSTON, Texas—World's No. 2 PC maker 
‘Compaq said Wednesday that it lost $279 million in. 
the second quarter compared with a profit of $388 
million in the same period a year ago. 

‘The company's operating profit, excluding spe- 
cial charges, amounted to $67 million, or four cents 
а share, in line with First Call estimates. 

Revenues declined 16.5 percent from the same 
period a year ago to $10.135 billion. 

The company's operational results exclude a re- 
structuring charge of $493 million. 

am pleased with the company’ solid execu- 

n in this challenging environment,” said Michael 
Capellas, Compaq chair and chief executive. 

“We delivered on our commitments to improve 
the company's business model and built momen- 
tum behind our services and solutions-led strat- 
ову" 

Capellas offered а guarded outlook for 
Compaq, saying, "As you have heard from others 
in the industry, this economic environment con- 
tinves to be challenging, coupled with the fact that, 
for Compaq, this quarter represents a tough year 
over year comparison." 

"We've seen some stabilization in the US, with 
the exception of the consumer retail segment, but the. 
market has weakened їп Europe and other geogra- 
phies,” Capellas said, "In the short term, the market. 
remains volatile and thus difficult to predict wi 
much certainty.” AFP 


"The US economy has barely grown for the 


‘more deep job cuts, economists say. uct Reuters 
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HIGH RESALE VALUE THAT TRULY MAKES A GREAT CAR. 


Civic owners around the country enjoy an "exclusively private" 
privilege of driving a Honda, translating into its high resale 
value even after years of ownership. With reduced 
maintenance and proper use, the Civics performance and 
overall value reigns supreme. 
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Dionisio T. Flora, Notary 
Fable ot Paranagio Су 


hon” 


Jose L. Sta. Ana 


Republic of the Philippines. 


COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 


Mania 
PRESENT: 


BENIPAYO, Alfredo L. Chairman 
TANCANGCO, Luzviminda G., Commissioner 
JAVIER, Rufino S.B., ° Commission 

LANTION, Ralph C. Commissioner 
SADAIN, Metol К. Commissioner. 
BORRA; Resurrection Z. Commissioner 
TUASON, Fiorentino, Jr. А. Commissioner. 


AUTHORITY OF THE COMMISSION 
ON ELECTIONS TO APPOINT, FILL 
POSITIONS AND TRANSFER OR 
REASSIGN ITS PERSONNEL 
DURING THE PROHIBITED 
PERIODS IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE PLEBISCITE TO RATIFY THE 
AMENDMENTS TO THE ORGANIC 
АСТ IN THE AUTONOMOUS 
RÉGION IN MUSLIM MINDANAO 
ОМ AUGUST 14, 2001 

x- x 


RESOLUTION NO. 4515 


WHEREAS, Sec. 56 and Sec. 261, paragraphs (д) and (h), of the Omnibus 
Election Code provide as follows: 
X XX 
"SEC. 6. Changes in the composition, distribution or assignment 
«f feld oficas — The Commission may make changes in tha composition, 
distribution and assignment of field offices, as well as Its personnel, 
Whenever the exigencies of the service and the Interest offre, ler and 
honest election so require: Provided, That such changes shali be effective 
and enforceable only for the duration of the election period concemed 
1 and shall not affect the tenure of office of the Incumbents of positions 
affected and shall not constitute а demotion, eter in rank or salary, пог 
result in hangs of status: and Provided. further. That there shall be по 
changes in the composition, distribution or assignment within thirty (30) 
days before election, except for cause and after due notice and hearing. 
and that in no case shall а regional or assistant regional director be 
assigned to a reglon; a provincial election supervisor to a province; ога 
city or municipal election registrar to а cy or municipality, where ha and 
his spouse аге related to any candidate within th fourth chvil degree of 
consanguinity or affinity as the case may be.” 
DET 
SEC. 261. Prohibited Acts — The following shall be ty ofan election otfanse: 
ххх xxx 
7 ш, 
‘promotion ог giving salary Increases — During the period of for fve 
(45) days before regular election and thirty days before special lection, 
(1) any head, official or appointing officer of а government office, agency 
or instrumentality, whether national or local, including government-owned 
ог controlled corporations, who appoints or hires any naw employee, 
Whether provisional, temporary or casual, or creates and flls any new 
postions, extent upon priar author of he Commission. The Commission 
shall not grant the authority sought unless, tis satis that the positon 
to be filed 1s essential to the proper functioning of the office or agency. 
‘concerned, and that the position shall not be filed in a manner that may. 
Influence the election. (underüning supplied) 


As an exception to the foregoing provisions, a new employee 
may be appointed in case of urgent need: Provided , however, That 
notice of the appointment shall be given to the Commission within three 
days from the date of the appointment. Any appointment or hiring In 
Violation of this provision shall be null and voi. 


xxx 


Promulgated: 20 July 2001 


ххх ххх 


(9 f officers and employes In the civil = 
Any public official who makes ог causes any transfer ог detail whatever of 
any oficar or employee in the civil service Including public school teachers, 
within the election period except upon approval of the Commission.” 


WHEREAS, the aforequoted provisions are applicable to the plebiscite to 
ratify the amendments to the Organic Act of the Autonomous Region In Muslim 
Mindanao (RA 9054) on August 14, 2001; 


WHEREAS, there В an urgent need to appoint, transferor reassign personnel 
of the Commission on Elections during the prohibited period in order that it can 
сату out Its constitutional duty to conduct free, orderly, honest, peaceful and 
credible elections. 


NOW THEREFORE, the Commission on Elections by the vitus of the powers 
conferred upon It by the Constitution, the Omnibus Election Code and other 
election laws, as an exception to the foregoing prohibitions, has RESOLVED, as t 
hereby RESOLVES, to appoint, hire new employees or fl new postions and 
transferor reassign Its personnel In the plebiscite areas, when necessary Inthe 
effective performance of їз mandated functions during the prohibited period, 
provided that the changes in the assignment of lts field personnel within the thirty 
(20) day period before plebiscite day shall be effected aftr due notice and hearing. 

This resolution shall take effect оп the seventh day aftar its publication in two 
(2) newspapers о! general circulation. 

Lat copies hereof be-turnished the СМІ Service Commission (CSC) for 15. 
information and guidance. 
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ALFREDO L. BENIPAYO 
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LUAVIMINDA G. TANCANGCO 
Commissioner 


RALPH C. LANTION 
Commissioner 


RUFINO $8. JAVIER 
Goprfissorer 
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Conímiasonar 


RESURRECCION Z. BÜRRA 
Commissioner 


Republic of the Philippines 


COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 


Mania 
PRESENT: 


INTHE MATTER OF THE RIGHT OF 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND 
EMPLOYEES INCLUDING THOSE 
IN GOVERNMENT OWNED AND 
CONTROLLED CORPORATIONS 
WITH ORIGINAL CHARTERS TO 
PUBLICLY EXPRESS THEIA 
OPINION ON THE ISSUES RELATED 
TO THE RATIFICATION OF THE 
AMENDMENTS TO THE ORGANIC 
ACT FOR THE AUTONOMOUS 
REGION IN MUSLIM MINDANAO. 
ра 


BENIPAYO, Alfredo L., 
TANCANGCO, Luzviminda 6. 
Commissioner 

JAVIER, Rufino SB. 
LANTION, Ralph C. Commissioner 
SADAIN, Mehol K., Commissioner 
BORRA, Resurreccion Z., Commissioner 
TUASON, Forentino, Jt. A,Commissioner 


Chairman 


Commissioner 
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RESOLUTION NO. 4516 


WHEREAS. the plebiscita to ratify the Amendments to the Organic Act forthe 
‘Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (R.A. No. 9054) has been set on 
‘August 14, 2001, and the campaign period for the Plebiscite has been fixe from 
June 30 to August 12, 2001 

WHEREAS, due to the far-reaching importance of the plebiscite to the 
people in the plebiscite areas In particular to the entire nation in general, itis, 
Just fitting and proper that al the people In the areas where the plebiscite shall 
be held, to wit: The Provinces of Basilan, Cotabato, Davao del Sur, Lanao del 
Norte, Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, Palawan, South Cotabato, Saranggani, 
Sultan Kudarat, Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, Zamboanga del Norte, Zamboanga del Sur, 
and Zamboanga Sibugay and the cities of Cotabato, Dapitan, Dipolog, General 
Santos, lian, Kidapawan, Marawi, Pagadian, Puerto Princesa, Digos, Koronadal, 
Tacrong, Zamboanga and Isabela, shall be given the widest leeway and the 
freest opportunity to express their opinion for or against the ratification of ће 
Organic Act. 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the powers vested upon it by the Constitution, 
the Omnibus Election Code and other pertinent election laws, RESOLVED to 
‘promulgate as it hereby promulgates, rules and regulations defining the right of 
‘Government officials and employees to publicly express their opinion on the 
Issues related to the ratification on the amendments to the Organic Act for the 
Autonomous Region In Muslim Mindanao: 


SECTION 1. Declaration of policy, — The Plebiscite to ratify the Amendments 
to the Organic Act for the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (R.A. No. 
9054) is not a partisan political activity 


SECTION 2. Bight of goverment officials and employees to axaress 
opinion or ta campaign for or against he ratification. — Except as hereinater 
otherwise provided, ali government officals and employees, Including those in 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines, as well as those in govemment-owned or 
Controlled corporations with original charters, who are residing or holding office 
in the provinces or cities whare the plebiscite shall be heid, may publicly express 
their opinion on any of the issues related to or campaign for or against the 
ratification during the campaign period. Provided, however that they shall not 
campaign during office hours nor use the faites, supplies and equipment of 
their office for said purpose. 
SECTION 3. Exceptions, — in order to maintain the independent and non- 
partisan status of the Commission and conformably with Section 9 of Article XIX 
о! the Organic Act which directs the Commission to undertake an impartial 
information campaign thereon, the folowing are prohibited from campaigning 
for or against the ratification of the Amendments to the Organic Act 
(a) The Chairman, the commissioners and the officiais and employees 
cof the Commission; and 

(b) Al officals and employees o the National Government, department, 
offices, agencies or instrumentales ofthe government, including 
‘those ofthe Armed Forces of the Philippines, as wells those of the 
government-owned or controlled corporations which the 
Commission has deputized for purposes of ће Plebscla. 

SECTION 4. Sanctions, — Any violations of Sections 2 and 3 hereof shal 
be considered as an administrative offense and shall be dealt wth pursuant to 
Section 52 (a) ofthe Omnibus Election Code and the pertinent provisions of P.D. 
807 (The СМ Service Decree of the Philippines) and Republic Act No. 6713 (the 
Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards For Public Officials and Employees). 

‘SECTION 5. Implementation, — The Law Department of the Commission 
hall implement this resolution. 

SECTION 6. Dissemination, — The Education and Information Department 
shall cause the pubication of this resolution in two (2) dally newspapers of 
general circulation and give the same the widest dissemination as possible. 

SECTION. Effecthtty, — This Resolution shall ака effect after seven days 
fom is publication i wo (2) daly newspapers of general сїсшайоп in ie 
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ALC INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


А company engaged in various business such as 
Restaurant and Food Chains, Hotels and Entertainment 
establishment is in need of the following: 


ASSISTANT BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 


Male/Female, not over 25 years oid 

Marketing, Finance or Management graduate 

With thorough background in research 

With related experience in Food Chain or Restaurant operations 
With good communication sklis 


AUDIT ASSISTANTS 


Male/Female, single, 21 to 26 years old 
Accounting graduate 

With knowledge п report writing 

With good oral and written communication skills 
Related experience an advantage 


MASTER ELECTRICIAN 


Male, notover 35 years old 
College level, with PRC license/ID 

Knowiegeabie in operation/malntenance of motor controls and 
rewinding of А/С motors 

Experience in building maintenance and electrical wiring lay-out 
At least 3 to 5 years experience 


REWINDER (ELECTRICIAN) 


Maie, not over 35 years old 
With knowledge in motor rewinding 
With atleast 3 years experience 


Qualified applicants should apply In person with thelr NBI Clearance, 
Police Clearance, Transcript of Records, Resumé with 2x2 ID picture at: 
ALC Industrial & Commercial Development Corp. 
HUMAN RESOURCE DEPARTMENT 
2F Dominga Building, 606 Shaw Boulevard, Pasig Су 
(Atop Fortune Care Clinic) 


PREVIOUS APPLICANTS NEED NOT APPLY 


LIST OF VACANT POSITIONS 
ATTHE DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM 
(In Compliance wih RA 7041) 

1) 1 CHIEF AGRARIAN REFORM PROGRAM OFFICER (CARPO-37-4098; CARPO- 
34-1998; CARPO-35-1998) SG 24 Манга! Degree: 4 ува In postions vei 
Management ana supervision, 24 our ol waning п management and supar ston, CS 
Prolessional Approprata Eigbiy lor Second Level Posten. (ВАЯВО; BLAD) 

2) 1 SUPERVISING AGRARIAN REFORM PROGRAM OFFICER (552*)8G-22 
Bachelors Degree relevant to tho Job: 3 years of relevant experience; 16 houra of 
relevant raining; CS Prolessional Appropriate Еду tor Second Lavel Postion 
(вляво) 

з) S ATTORNEY Ill (ATY3-56, 67-1998; 70-1", 2°, 4*) SG 21 Bacholorol Laws; 
T yaar of relevant experience; 4 hours of relevat training; RA 1080, (BALA; 
DARAB) 

4) 4 ATTORNEY Il (ATY2-6-1996) 50 48 Bacholor of Laws; Exparlonce None 
Required: Training None Require RA 1080 (BALA) 

5) 1 SENIOR AGRARIAN REFORM PROGRAM OFFICER SG - 18 Bacholo’s 
Dogreo relevant to те job, 2 years ol relevant experiance; B hours of relevant 
trating; CS Professional Appropriate Eigbiy ог Second Level. Posion (BLAD) 

6) 1 PROJECT DEVELOPMENT OFFICER Il (PDO3-10-1996) SG -18 Bachelor 
Degree relevant 10 tno Job, 2 years of relevant experince; 8 hours of relevant 
traning: CS Professional Appropriate Egit lor Second Laval Postion (PDMS) 

ту 5 LEGAL OFFICER II (LEGO2-60, 118, 140, 97, 99-1990) SG 17 Bachelor ol 
Laws: Experonco Nona Required; Training None Required; RA 1080 (BALA) 

в) 4 CASHIER Il (CASH2-0-1998) SG - 14 Bachelor's Dogroo; 1 yoa of relevent 
experience: 4 hours of relevant rang; CS Professional Appropriate Elbit for 
Second Level Postion (GSD) 

9) 1 ACCOUNTANT I (A1-1-1998) SG- 11 Bachòior's dagraa in Commorce(Busness 
Aaminisvaton major in Accounting: Experianco None Required; Training None 
Roqured; RA 1080 (ACCOUNTING DIVISION) 

101 RECORDS OFFICER 1 (388°) 80 - 10 Bachelor's Degree: Experience None 
едите, Training None Required; CS Prolessional Appropriate liy for Second 
Levei Еу (PARC SEC.) 

41)1 CLERK lI (CK3-958-1998) SG 08 Completion ol two years studies In coleg 
Experience None Required: Trairing None Required: CS Subprolessonal Appropriate 
Eig for Prst Level Postion. (PERSONNEL DIVISION) 


THAILAND CAMPUS 


Gemological Institute of America 
Learn about Gems and Jewelry 


From the world's foremost authority in gemology 
70 year history of excellence in education 
‘over 300,000 students worldwide 


The GIA Graduate Gemologist Diploma; 
the most recognized gemological credential 


Next G.G. Program starts September 10, 2001 
GIA Thailand Campus 


Tel: (662) 237-9575 to77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
giathai @ksc15.th.com www.giathailand.com 


PHILIPPINE-DAIEY INQUIRER 


| FRIDAY; JULY 27; 2001- 
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OBITUARIES 


P230 per column centimeter 
AN prisos cule or VAT) 


DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 


12:00 noon 
Day before publication 


April 28, 1924 — July 27, 2000 


do jain in prayer for бе eternal repose of bis sonl. 


Immaculate Conception Parish Church 
Pasig City 

Christ the King Parish Church 
Greenmeadows Ave., Quezon City 

Shrine of Mary, Queen of Peace (Our Lady of Edsa) 
Edsa cor. Ortigas Ave., Quezon City 
Sanctuario de San Antonio 

Forbes Park, Makati City 

St. John Bosco Parish Church 

Pasay Road, Makati City 

Kawilihan Village Chapel 

Pasig City 


Onr many tanks to all who keep bina in their memory. 


Engr. Pablo C. Asuncion, Sr. 


First Anniversary of His Birth into Eternal Life 


His loving children, grandchildren, relatives and friends request tbe pious readers 


Holy Masses and Prayer Vigil will be offered at tbe following churches today: 
6:00 a.m. 


7:00 ат. 
12:15 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 


7:00 p.m. 
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ALICIA LOPEZ LIM 


Peacefully joined her Creator on July 24, 2001 at the age of 75. 


departed. 
loved one. 


Her children and grandchildren Dr. Norman and Dr. Ami Cruz-Lim, 
Dr. Noel and Dr. Cathy Painter-Lim, Nanny and Jenny Fenix-Lim, Erick, Jon, 
Jeremy, Brendan, Ligaya, Gabriel, and Matthew; and all other relatives and 


friends request your prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 'OBITUARY 


Her remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Funeral Mass will be on Saturday, July 28, 2001 at 8:00 a.m. Cremation will Centificate 


follow after the Mass. 


DEATH 


MESSAGE 
‘OF THANKS 


^ PELAGIA VILLALOBOS DEL MUNDO | | “oun 


Widow of the late Carlos T. Del Mundo 


Peacefully joined our Lord on July 23, 2001 
at the age of 78. 


REQUIEMS: 


FREE OBIT 
BESIGN 


Her bereaved children, sons-in-law and daughters-in-law, grandchildren, great 
grandson, relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal 


repose of her soul. WE 


Her remains lie in state at the Sta. Rita de Cascia Parish, South Lawin Avenue, 


Philamlife Homes, Quezon City. CARDS 


INLOVING MEMORY 
етае 


EMILIA BORJA CASINO 


OF ILIGAN CITY 
who peacefully joined her Creator an July 28, 1989 


Holy Masses wil be offered atthe following Churches оп Jly 28, 2001- 


Our Lady af Саир Char 


side Саа 


‘Sayan Parish Chur 


EI em 
Cir the King Chur 
жол 


эшн 
"Bue Cagayan de Oro City 


The Family ond relatives request he plows readers to fer prayers 
forthe tern repose ef her sou 


ишесин бине Che — 


Interment will be on Sunday, July 29, 2001 at the Alitagtag Cemetery, after . and 


the 1:00 pm Holy Mass at the Alitagtag Parish Church, Alitagtag, Batangas. | е 


y obituary 
with a picture 
can be a fitting 
tribute to your 


REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death 


© Any identification 
document (10) 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


ANNIVERSARY 


- ACCEPT 
CREDIT 


bank-to-bank 


с А. ES 
| 
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AURORA ABEAR MINOZA Ph.D. LAMORENA 


OF Sta, Maria, Ilocos Sur 
Bom: January 4, 1923 and Quezon City 
Born to Eternal Life: July 24, 2001 


1920 - 2001 
‘Retired Professor of the University of the Philippines Pencefully joined ber Creator 
*Former Dean of U.P. Cebu College on July 26, 2001. 

Former President of Foundation University, Dumaguete жлне UE uode 
Zenaida (1), Esperanza, Bella; her 
brothers Vicente (1) and Eduardo; 
brothers-inlaw and sisters-in-law, 
nephews, nieces, grandchildren, 
relatives and dear friends request the 
pious readers to pray for the eternal 
repose of her soul. 


—ÀÓ 


Her loving sisters, brothers and wards: Sr. Leonora MMS, Elnora 
Mercado (Denver, Colorado), Dr. Miflora Gatchalian, Gervasio Jr. 
(San Diego, CA), Graciano, Edison, Virgincita & Antonio Arigo. 

Her remains lie in state at Chapel B of Cebu Rolling Hills Memorial 
(Chapels, Inc. A S. Fortuna Steet, Banilad, Mandaue City. 

Funeral Mass at 1:00 pan. at Cebu Rolling Hills Memorial Chapels 
celebrated by Monsignor Elias Matarlo, on Saturday, July 28, 2001 


a 
CEFERINA OBIASCA - RAMOSO $ 


of Guinobatan, Albay 
Dial йе Groce ef rr Land on July 23,001. 


se (P. Fernando, Rodolfo, Cesar; daughters Nimfa, 
Tia: dager and n. 
od ho elves request The 


Her beloved sons Nile 
Г 


Bio 

Her remains Пе io ste a e St. Peter Memorial Chapel ш No. 296 Quezon Arense, 

Quezon City. The remains wili be transferred to Мае Villon residence и No. 3-11 Rainbow 

Drive, Goodwill Subdivision 11. SuctPandaque City in the marning of July 27. 2001 Friday) 

[ge and ier wil be on Senda = July 29, 2001 x Manila Memoria! Park айе ihe 00 aum. dj 
p Miss at suid residence, 


ANS ғ 


ЕЯ 
body to be present 


Her remains lie in state at the 
Nacional Memoria 
Araneta Avenue, Quezon Cit 


Interment follows at Sagrado Corazon Cemetery, Catmon, Cebu. 
Special Mass will be held at the Chapel of the Holy Sacrifice, U.P. Diliman, 
Quezon City on Monday, July 30, 2001 at 6:00 p.m. 
Relatives and friends request the pious readers о pray for the etemal repose Int 
of her soul. 


will be announced later. SE 


with the Lord.” 
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GEDEON GARCIA PALOMAR 


Decent and dignified memorialization 
need not be expensive. 


Ever MEMORIAL GARDEN 


ve 


1 
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INQUIRER CLASSIFIEDS 


Aurora branch is now open to serve your 
Classified Ads requirements. 
For inquiries, please call 421-1420 or 421-0343. 


For your Classifled Ads requirements, 
call our Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 


HEAD OFFICE : 897-8808 loc. 514, 516 
899-4425; 897-2535 
897-8425 (Telefax) 


421-0343 (Aurora) 
912-9008 to 11 (Ali Mal 


:892-5578, 811-4361, 811-4370 
1528-0213, 527-3342 
1 635-0219, 635-0220 


CUBAO 


MAKATI 
KALAW 
MEGAMALL 


“Mang ED” 


Noro peacefully rests in the infinite Grace and Goodness 
of the Lord on c fel 26, 2001 at the age of 68. 
His family wishes to inform relatives and friends that his 


remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, G. Araneta Avenue, 
Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Sunday, July 29, 2001 at the Manila 
Memorial Park, Sucat, Parañaque after the 9:00 AM Mass. 


proudly offers 


FREE CREMATION SERVICE 


at its very own Carillon Hall Crematorium 
For every purchase of one (1) crypt at the Crown Pavilion — the 
first and only open-air garden Columbarium in the country today 
with prices from PhP48,000.00 and above, the purchaser will 
be entitled to one (1) Free Cremation Service Privilege. Each 
crypt may accommodate a total of four (4) memorial urns. For 
more details, please dial 371-4041 to 46 and 372-9050 to 53 and 
ask for Sales/Marketing. 


For the needs of your departed Loved Ones, the following establishments can help you. 


ARLINGTON MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
ТЕЗ. Nana jesus Quen Gay 

Tos, 7151025 718-1091: 718102 

ARLINGTON EAST THE GARDEN CHAPELS 

È Raymunao St cor Macatee Avo, San Mol Av, Pasig Oty 
Tus 737.3590 1679609 - Томат 84-17 

CAPITOL MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 

{305 G Araneta Avenue Cezon Cay. TOL 732.0909. 732-1005 
CEBU ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
Сеш Branch: RS. Fortune Эш, Banisa, Mandaue Сау Cabu 
Tos. 3462543: 348 2607 

COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 

Nivel tiis Гапыр Cebu Gey. Tis. 231-0761; 251-0162 
Созмо FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
Camus Ext. cor Аза Santos. Davao Ciy 

‘ou (62) 227-1201: 227-1258 

DAVAO FUNERAL HOME | 

52 Bayani Se. баша, Quezon 

Tes 7402883 Tat 2705 To! 28: 419-0400; 715-5504 
DALLUAY MEMORIAL SERVICES 

142 Upper кашап, Olongapo 

Төз 1047) 222-60. К 511-1096: (047) 222-4512: (47) 224-2014 
DON BOSCO CHAPELS 


E SANTI RIAL HOMES. 

Ta Y Gomes, Son foga, Marana Сау; Tl. 640-1725; 646-1730 

FUNERARIA ANGEL QUIOGUE 

Kose” Pasg Bouvard tenen. Pasig Chr Ts 4-700 4-175, 
"meds M. Parros. evo Maria. ae 542.3010, 633-3602 

ARDEN OF MEMORIES MEMORIAL PARK 

En Sago Pees, Mote Manse, Тыз 82-5101 82 


HOLY TRINITY MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Sucat, Paranaque Cry. Тө. 825 1296 825-1291 
A FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN 
477 осе St, gan, tons Sur 
ты. 722.2730; Сөй (0517) 5690138: (3917) 5680145 
Manila 23 Pato St, Project 2, Quezon Су: Та. 434-3258. 
СА FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
1801 C.M. Recta Ave cot T Mapua, Manda! 
"ots: 771-6091 10 35, 792-4705 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, ING. 
143G. Araneta Ave. сос Kalaya St, Quezon Cty. Teis. 748-3806 0 11 
LÀ FUNERARIA PAZ, INC, 
7aNagutian Da. Bagua Cay, Та [074] 443 3397 
MEMORIAL CHAPELS. 
EDSA cor: Bernardino St, Guadalupe Makan Cay. Te 399! 1019 
MARIAN MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Marcos Hiway, Antipolo, Rizal: Tels, 645-1855, 662-0200, 6820210 
MT. SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Arotano Si. Dagupan Сау 
Tels, (075) 515-5060; 515-6529: 522.0793. (0919) 340-7131 
NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES 
264 G. Aranata Avenue, Quezon Ci 
els 713.523 1o 38: 7 14-0807. 71408 
ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
"Ground ri. Roling Нав Chapel, Z?t-Lacson Si. 
Mandalagan, Bacolod Слу. Te. 439-7133 
RIZAL FUNERAL HOMES 
аза Cementina St. Pasay Ciy, Tols: 837.1204 
SANTUARIO DE SAN JOSE PARISH 
Enst Greenhills. Mandaluyong Cay. Telstar 724-4139, 725 2044 
ST. ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGOURI PARISH 
Magalanes Vilage, Makau Ciy, Tois. 952-8220. 852-7284 
ST. МАЙК MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
16-15 G. Tuazon cor Loreto St. Sampaloc, Manta 
"as 749-3079: 7811772 
ST. PETER FUNERAL HOMES 
296 Quezon Ave. Quezon Cay: Төв 372.5004. 410929687 
VERÓNICA MEMORIAL HOMES 
Oficial NBI Morgue 517 A Атам St. Pasay Ci 
"ols 831-3797: 844-7840; 849-1801; 848-483 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate 


© Any identification document 
ЕГУ gp eae 
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Two things are certain in life . . 
taxes and technology 


By MICHAEL DANA N. MONTERO 
SGV & Co. 


DESPITE all the controversies hounding the 
agency, the BIR has stuck to the task at hand 
of collecting taxes. In the hope of rebuild- 
ing its image and at the same time catching 
up with recent technological advancements, 
the BIR has introduced the Electronic Fil- 
ing and Payment System (EFPS) or what is 
known as the e-Filing and e-Payment sys- 
tem, 

Now it can be said, in life nowadays there 
are two things certain—taxes 
and technology. 

EFPS, e-Filing and e- 
Payment—The BIR moving 
forward. Briefly, the EFPS is 
the electronic processing and transmission of tax 
return information made over. the Internet 
through the BIR website. The information pro- 
cessed and transmitted through the EFPS in- 
cludes attachments and even taxes due to the 
government. 

The process of filing tax returns including 
attachments through the Internet, or e-Filing, 
is done through BIR-supplied validation and 
computation rules designed to efficiently check 
for completeness and correctness of taxpayer 
input. 

On the other hand, e-Payment is the process 
of paying taxes through the Internet banking fa- 
cilities of Authorized Agent Banks (AABs). 

RMC No. 24-2001 

‚ Revenue Memorandum Circular (RMC) No. 
24-2001, issued last May 28, 2001, provides for 
the enrollment procedures prior to EFPS. 

‚ The RMC lays the groundwork for the BIR 
‘To comply with the Electronic Commerce Act 
(Republic Act No. 8792), which mandates that 
ail concerned agencies enforce the provisions 
of the law. 

Ideally, the BIR hopes that the EFPS is just. 
а first step in achieving paperless filing of re- 
turns and payment of taxes. 

Asa requisite to avail of the EFPS, the con- 
cerned taxpayer shall enroll under the provi- 
sions of RMC No. 24-2001 starting June 1, 
2001 

While the RMC provides that the EFPS ini- 

ally covers non-large taxpayers identified by 
the commissioner of the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue and large taxpayers registered with the In- 
tegrated Tax System (ITS) with e-mail account 
and Internet access, the BIR encourages all tax- 
payers to eventually use the EFPS. 

Enrollment procedure 

Before availing of the EFPS, the following 
enrollment procedures shall be observed by all 
qualified taxpayers: 

а) Access the BIR website at http:// 
www.bir.gov.ph; 

Ъ) Read the EFPS webpage (RMC No. 24- 
2001 and FAQs for first time users); 

с) Click on the EFPS button; 

4) Click on the “Filing & Payment” text 
graphic; 

*) Click on “Enroll with EFPS" option; 

f) Complete the required fields on the En- 
rollment Form page. You can enroll only once. 
Don't forget your username, password and your 
answer to your challenge question. Take note 
of how you encode them, as they are case sen- 
sitive. 

Since you will be required to submit an e- 
mail account, only one e-mail account will 
be allowed for EFPS purposes. After accom- 
plishing the required fields, click on "Sub- 
mit"; and 

в) Wait for the e-mail notification from the 
large taxpayer assistance service section/rev- 
enue district office-taxpayer assistance service 
section (LTAS/RDO-TASS) of the BIR con- 
firming your enrolment and the activation or 
rejection of your on-line account. Expect the 
e-mail notification within three to 10 days. Once 
your account has been activated, you are ready 
to e-file. 

After enrolment with the EFPS is done, the 
following are the requirements to avail of the 
system: (1) registration with the BIR-Integrated 
Tax System and (2) Board Resolution autho- 
rizing any of the two officers designated to file 
the return and who shall enroll for usage of the 
system. 

The two officers can be the president or other 
principal officer, treasurer or assistant treasurer 


TAX-FILES 


of the corporation. 

To check whether the person enrolled in the 
EFPS is authorized by the taxpayer-company, 
the BIR will verify the board resolution sub- 
mitted by the company. In case the authorized 
person is no longer connected with the com- 
pany, the user name can be changed to secure 
the company's system profile. 

Ifa corporation intends to e-pay, enrollment 
with an ААВ is also required. For e-Payment, 
the tax payments are simply debited from the 
taxpayer's enrolled bank account. 

То facilitate the speedy approval of the en- 
rolment, enrollees must sat- 
isfy all requirements. In ad- 

ition, the BIR also ensures 
that the data supplied in the 
enrolment form is consis- 
tent with those in the registration database of 
the BIR. Some of the reasons/grounds for the 
rejection of enrolment include: 

а) the taxpayer is found to be bogus after 

vestigation; 

b) the e-mail address does not exist; and 

с) the person enrolled is not authorized by 
the board of directors. 

Software, hardware requirements 

Touse the EFPS, the following hardware and 
software are require: 

2) a computer with a modem; 

b) an internet service provider; 

с) a browser like Microsoft Internet Explorer 
version 5 or higher or Netscape Navigator or 
Communicator version 4.6 or higher; and 

d) an e-mail account. 

Scope or coverage of the EFPS 

For its initial implementation, the EFPS al 
lows e-Filing for 13 tax return forms, includ- 
ing (a) monthly remittance return for income 
taxes withheld on compensation as well as for 
creditable income taxes withheld; (b) quarterly 
remittance return of final taxes on fringe ben- 
efits paid to employees other than rank and file; 
(©) annual income tax return for individuals 
earning purely compensation income and for 
corporations and partnerships; (d) excise tax 
retum for alcohol, petroleum and tobacco prod- 
ucts; (e) monthly and quarterly value added tax 
declaration/return; and (f) quarterly percentage 
tax return, 

‘Advantage and security features of the 
EFSP. Convenience is the main advantage to 
using the EFPS. The system is interactive, in- 
formation is immediate and online, resulting in 
а much quicker response or acknowledgement 
time. Since the information is validated, the pos- 

of error is greatly minimized. 

Moreover, taxes can be paid on-line 
through the Internet banking facilities of 
AABs. More importantly, there are no addi- 
tional costs that the taxpayer will bear upon 
availment of the system and the system is 
available 24 hours a day and seven days а 
week, even on holidays. 

With regard to the security of the transac- 
tions done through the EFPS system, the trans- 
mission of data on every transaction is en- 
crypted. This is secured by state-of-the-art tech- 
nology such as SSL (Secure Sockets Layer), 
which is the industry-standard protocol for se- 
Cure Web-based communications and 
VERISIGN. 

Likewise, user validation or authentication 
is handled by the system's enrolment and log 
on facility. Taxpayers are encouraged to change 
their passwords regularly or on a periodic ba- 
sis as an added security measure. 

In case a taxpayer forgets his/her pass- 
word, a written request to the BIR for re- 
enrollment must be submitted. A written 
communication from the BIR will be sent in- 
forming the taxpayer that the request has 
been approved. 

As of the writing of this article, the BIR 
website still has some technical hitches that may 
be encountered in the execution of the steps out- 
lined above. However, the BIR has assured that. 
they are currently working on the technical 
problems and will have ће EFPS working just 
in time for the expected deluge of taxpayer-ap- 
plicants. 

So what lesson can we learn? The next time 
things get a bit too tense and hot, just turn on 
your computer and channel your energies to all 
available high-tech but less violent activities. 
It's the wave of the бише... and it's less tax- 
ing. 


Aid to ads: Professional marketing 


(From page B12) 


with J&J. То J&J, professional marketing is 
а vital part of its operations and who better 
person to implement it than the one was there 
from the start. 

‘Andres quit J & J in July 2000. She joined 
Aquagem soon after leaving the multinational 
firm, Aquagem's staff has since grown to 20. 

Из first partner company was Johnson & 

* Johnson Phils. Inc., which entrusted to the 
professional marketing services firm the 
implementation of its programs like The 
Omnibus Baby Hospital Detailing Program, 
Adult Skin and Hair Program, and the Oral 
Health Care Program. 

These professional educational activities 
enhanced the image of J&J as an authority 
оп baby care, skin and oral health and estab- 
lished the firm as a partner to various medi- 
cal societies, 

What exactly does Aquagem do? 

It draws up a marketing program for а 
firm—aot the traditional type and usually via 
educational programs. 


‘Our priority is health education, second- 
ary is the promotion of the products,” says 
Andres. 

After it draws up the program, it imple- 
ments it. The company shoulders all the costs 
and the plans are implemented over a fixed 
period that ranges from one year to five years. 

Aquagem earns by getting a percentage of 
the total cost of the program, and a fee for 
drawing up the marketing plan. 

Program costs average about P3 million a 
year depending on its nature and scope. Most 
of its partner firms implement five-year pro- 
grams. 

Из biggest clients so far are Unilab Con- 
sumer Health for its products that include 
Alaxan, Nutroplex and Enervon C; J&J for their 
baby products and Reckitt Benckiser for Lysol. 

Andres says Aquagem has 20 regular em- 
ployees but it has over 100 people under its 
payroll for the numerous programs it imple- 
ments. 

It describes itself as a “dynamic and spe- 
cialized company that provides excellent 
manpower, training and consulting services.” 


By TINA ARCEO-DUMLAO 


‘THE PHILIPPINES has secured a place 
in the food processing history for, 
among other things, introducing banana 
catsup to the world. 

‘The sweet/sour red blend is found in 
virtually every Filipino home, and ac- 
counts for 95 percent of the so-called 
red sauce market, which includes sweet 
chili sauce and hot sauce. 

‘This long association that Filipinos 

eee have for ba- 

MARKETING poses & chai- 

= lenge then for 

= STRATEGY DEI 

convince Fili- 

pinos to patronize the Heinz Tomato 
Ketchup. 

Heinz UFC Philippines Inc., how- 
ever, believes that it has formulated the 
right strategy to take away a slice of the 
market from the current leader and to 
‘grow the market, and it is anchored on 
‘going direct to the consumers through 
‘sampling and faste tests. 

The strategy was culled from the ex- 
pertise of HJ. Heinz Co., one of the 
world’s leading food processors and 
Nutri-Asia, the holding company of 
Universal Food Corp. and Southeast 
Asia Food Inc., controlled by a group 
of Filipino businessmen led by Joselito 
D. Campos Jr. 

UFC is the manufacturer of the ОРС. 
‘banana catsup, the market leader in the 
growing banana catsup leader while 
SAFI manufactures the Papa and Jufran 
banana catsup brands, as well as the 
Datu Puti and Mang Tomas brands of 
sauces and condiments. 

“One of the strategies we have found 
to be most effective is sampling because 
this allows them to try our product. We 
believe that once they try the Heinz to- 
mato ketchup, they will prefer it over 
the competition,” explains Heinz UFC 
chief operating officer Luis F. 
Alejandro. 

Targeting the residential market 
goes hand in hand with the sampling 
of the Heinz tomato ketchup to food 
outlets. Many food service organiza- 
tions have already switched brands and 
now serve Heinz Tomato Ketchup in 
their outlets. 

Alejandro attributes the easy accep- 
tance of Filipinos to the Heinz catsup 
to the formulation. 
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- Catsup firm finds key 


to selling is in tasting 


IT IS a challenge to sell tomato catsup in the country that invented banana catsup. 


He says the Heinz is a little on the 
sweet side, which is preferred by Filipi- 
nos, and not аз sour as the leading brand. 
Heinz conducted marketing tests prior 
to the launch of the Heinz ketchup brand 
in April this year and Alejandro claims 
that the customers almost always pre- 
ferred the Heinz taste. 

The key, he says, lies in getting 
people to actually taste the product, es- 
pecially since Filipinos are die-hard ba- 
папа catsup fanatics. 

“The market for catsup is very unique 
because those who use banana catsup 
don't like tomato catsup because it is 
more of an acquired taste. Those who 
like tomato catsup, on the other hand, 
will never switch to banana catsup. The 
two markets are unique and they don't 
cross,” Alejandro says. 

Banana catsup accounts for some 
90 percent of catsup market, and the 
total red sauce market grows at 8 per- 
cent a year, three times the popula- 
tion growth, indicating a huge poten- 
tial for growth for condiment manu- 
facturers. 

The unique set of catsup consumers 
is one reason behind the separate ad- 
vertising campaigns for the UFC, Papa 
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and Jufran banana catsup brands and 
Heinz. 

The advertising for the banana cat- 
sup brands targets the mass market. 
while the campaign for Heinz Tomato 
Ketchup caters to the preferences of the 
AB and upper C markets. 

"Our advertising is grounded on 
consumer benefits and we make sure 
that we follow through on what we 
say. Like if we say that our catsup has 
Vitamins A and B, it means that there. 
really are vitamins in every bottle. For 
tomato catsup, we have lycopene 
which is good value for us," Alejandro 
says. 

‘The multi-pronged advertising strat- 
egy has worked well for Heinz UFC, as 
sales have exceeded expectations, just 
three months after the products were in- 
troduced in the local market. 

With growing market acceptance, the 
Heinz Co. has indicated plans to in- 
crease its product lines to eventually 
include cooking sauces and other con- 
diments. 

“We want to succeed in the tomato 
catsup market in the same way that we 
ave succeeded in selling banana cat- 
sup,” Alejandro adds. 
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: Professional marketing 


BY MARGIE QUIMPO-ESPINO 


IN 1993, consumer product manufacturer 
Johnson & Johnson in the US conducted a sur- 
vey among doctors and found out that despite 
advertising, medical practitioners still influence 
consumers’ choices of healthcare products. 

With this realization, the long time manufac- 
turer of baby products ventured into a different 
kind of professional marketing that is education- 
based. 

Professional marketing is similar to medical 
marketing wherein a drug firm hires medical rep- 
resentatives to "push" their products, usually 
prescription items, among doctors. But in the. 
сазе of professional marketing, the products be- 
ing pushed are non-prescription ones and made 


by consumer healthcare firms 

“Professional marketing is really old. It is the 
flagship activity of pharmaceutical companies 
called medical marketing. Professional market- 
ing is an enhancement of medical marketing,” 
explains Cathy del Rosario-Andres, program di- 
rector of Aquagem Professional Marketing Ser- 
vices Inc,, probably the only firm in the country 
that provides this kind of service. 

What makes it different from medical mar- 
keting, she adds, is the focus. Medical market- 
ing focuses on the features and benefits of the 
products 

“Under professional marketing, we offer 
health education programs rather than just de- 
tailing the products,” Andres adds. 

‘Andres was with J&J Philippines when item- 
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barked on a professional marketing program 
eight years ago. She was in charge of J&J's 
health education programs and networked exten- 
sively with the doctors. 

But an agency was hired to implement the 
bulk of the programs. 

‘Some of the people in the agency soon be- 
came restless and Andres felt it would be a waste 
if they went their separate ways, She prompted 
her sister to put up a company and work with 
the agency people—Chinki Bariso, Ramil 
Cabisada, Chia Chan and Chey Castillo. 

Aquagem was born in Aug. 1999. 

The name Aqua represents life—an illustra- 
tion of a free-flowing source of information- 
information that can move people to lead a 
healthier lifestyle. 

The "gern" represents strength, transparency 
and brilliance. 

When J&J worldwide reorganized, which in- 
volved the regionalization of production and 
even operations, Andres found herself shuttling 
between Singapore and the Philippines exten- 
sively. 

“AL first it was fun but after a while I realized 
it was having an effect on my children, especially 
my youngest who was in pre-school,” she recalls. 

it reached a point when Andres had to make 
a crucial decision. She chose family. 

But that was not the end of her relationship 
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FRAMES Unlimited's Daniel and Pam Tan. 


Couple finds 
fortune in prints 
and frames 


By JoeL V. Nicos 


FRAMED artworks usually adorn Filipino 
homes—from those in posh villages to the most. 
humble dwellings. So couple Daniel and Pam 
Tan thought to themselves why not make a busi- 
ness out of it. 

They started out as suppliers of raw materi- 
als to manufacturers of mostly imported frames 
and artworks, and eventually moved on to pro- 
ducing the frames themselves. Thus was bom 
Frames Unlimited Inc. 

"We have a wide array of designs that are not. 
freely available from other art suppliers in the 
country,” says Daniel, president of Frames Un- 
limited, maker of Elite Arts and Frames. 

The prints feature traditional and contempo- 
rary subjects, including reproduction of the 
works of the world's finest artists, from the great 
old masters to some of today's most talented 
painters. 

These works of art, according to Daniel, suit 
various aesthetic tastes, decorative schemes, and 
cater to different markets. 

"Our products use licensed fade-résistant 
prints and designs that come from the US, 
Canada, Europe and Asia," Daniel, a computer. 
course graduate їп Vancouver, Canada, stresses. 

Не says the company uses superior quality 
mat boards made of wood pulp fibers and cal- 
cium carbonate. 

These mat boards, Daniel says, are 100-per- 
cent acid-free to protect the artworks and the. 
prints. 

“We also use imported frames that are made 
from high-quality wood materials and are painted 
or treated by non-fade paints,” adds Daniel. 

These are made in their production house in 
Sta. Mesa. 

The business grew from word-of-mouth, we 
haven't advertised,” says Pam, the company's 
vice president, noting that their lis of clientele 
expanded mostly from referrals of customers who 
are satisfied with their products and service. 

She says they try to keep up with customers" 
demands by taking their suggestions to heart, 

“We have a catalogue where the customers 
can choose the designs and the materials that they 
want to be used, and we also design based on 
their suggestions,” Pam, a business management 
graduate of Ateneo de Manila, relates. 

The couple is very much involved in the busi- 
ness that they visit their outlets from time to time 
to make sure that customers are properly dealt with. 

Frames Unlimited supplies artworks and 
decorative frames to department stores of SM in 
Megamall, Cubao, Manila and Makati, all 
Rustan's branches, Robinsons Galleria and Sure. 
Value in Subic. 

They have their own retail outlet in 
Greenhills, their first branch, in SM Centerpoint 
and Sucat, and Greenbelt. 

“We want our products to decorate every 
home in the country and to establish a top-of- 
mind brand name,” Daniel and Pam say when 
asked what they wanted their business to be in 
the future 
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the Goddess, 
the President 


By GEORGINA C. SOLINA 


HE MOON in Aries in the 
Philippine horoscope, which 
represents the feminine, is very 

powerful. It is more potent than the 

Sun in Gemini, which represents the 

masculine. 

Because being strongly lunar in nature, the 

Filipino women carry 


А case in point is President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's Moon phase 14, which has a signifi- 
‘cant bearing on her becoming the Republic's 
14th president. 

Here, we have to begin at the beginning—to 
begin in our mother’s womb, to be given birth 
and rocked in a cradle as a baby, to leam our first 
loving lessons at our mother’s lap, and the lov- 
ing, leaming process continues throughout life 


THE MOON p.C4 


the Moon's protective. 
and psychological at- 
mosphere around the 
human psyche (soul, 
especially the young 
ones’ psyche, protect- 
ingit from the full blast 
of the soul's impulse 
toward immediate and 
total solar enlighten- 
ment. 

It is the Moon's 
phase at our birth that 
shows how instinctual, 
how conscious and 
how absorbent we are 
toward the Sun's light, 
our soul's evolvement, 
because on our way to 
enlightenment we have 
to pass the Moon first 
Later in our maturity 
and wisdom, we learn 
intuitively that it is 
through the Moon's 
phases that we get our 
mission orders for this 
incarnation, 
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SEASONED WITH TIME. The place Is a rustic assemblage of woods from an old church that 
make up the posts, exposed ceiling and buffet table. The fretwork becomes visual screens. 


Vigan tiles add warmth. The exposed joists become part of the ceiling design. 


Amanpulo in Tagaytay 


IN FULL BLOOM. No Diaz home is complete without sister Isabel's 
acrylic mural. The concrete ledge with cushioned seats and throw 
pillows. A baluster from a communion rail is made into a lamp stand. 


aa 


BY ALEX Y. VERGARA 
PHOTOS BY CHITO VECINA. 
PHOTO DIRECTION BY ALBERT AVELANA 


'T’S hard to believe that the Diaz 

family’s weekend homein Tagaytay 

used to follow the lines ofan Ameri- 
can country home. Except for the ex- 
posed A-framed ceiling with aloft and 
the generous use of old wood and Vigan 
tiles, the house by the ridge hardly 
showed traces of its old self. 

Instead, we saw a quaint Filipino home with 
Balinese touches mirrored in eclectic accent 
pieces, hidden comers and open spaces. Two 
rooms, one linked from the garden by a wooden 
bridge with carved posts, are separated from the 
main house. 

“My late father Jimmy acquired the property 
35 years ago, when everybody favored Baguio 
over Tagaytay,” says Georgie Diaz, younger si 
ter of actress and former Miss Universe Glo 
Diaz. "His dream was to build something like this. 
Nowadays everybody wants to spend weekends 
in Tagaytay” 

Georgie and American husband William Balliett 
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VIEW FROM THE LOFT. The house is a 
votive candles in the fireplace. 


Dr. " 


RED DOOR. Old posts and the church door with bandejas are sourced from ancient buildings. 


The bas-reliefs are also architectural fragments. 


revisited the place and fell in love with the weather 
and sweeping view of Taal Lake. They lost no time 
building а house there six years ago. The couple 
drew inspiration from an earlier drawing Georgie's 
sister Isabel did for their dad. Now, it has become. 
cone of the clan's favorite weekend haunts—com- 
plete with such outdoor amenities as a trampoline 
for the kids, ping-pong table and a giant pizza 
oven for those garden parties. 

Going American country was a normal im- 
pulse given the city's cool mountain climate and 
lush vegetation. Wheels from old calesas, even 
the head of a homed animal once adorned the 
house, "I woke up one night and thought I saw 
the devil,” she says, referring to the preserved 
trophy's silhouette, They had to go. 

In due time, Georgie, with a litle help from 
sisters Isabel, Ruby and Coroy, changed the 
house's look from “rustic to romantic,” She also 
sought help from good friends Gabby Barredo 
and Nise Cojuangco. "Actually, I made drastic. 
changes just before you came,” she says in jest, 
before showing us around. 

‘The overall look, she says, is inspired by 
Amanpulo, that posh resort in northern Palawan: 
thatched roof made of anahaw, glass-paneled 
bathrooms facing verdant hills and the lake below 
(how's that for indecent exposure?) and a 
different sink in every bathroom. The one in the. 
bedroom by the garden, for instance, is a giant 
pottery mounted on a concrete base. A huge 
glass bowl set on a glass ledge doubles as a sink 
in another bathroom. 

Evident touch 

Georgie's touch is evident in a series of low, 
off-center chandeliers made of various materials. 
А chandelier in the living room, for instance, is 
fashioned from old verinas and glass buntings 
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by Coroy. The one by the dining room, made of 
twisted wrought iron, hang a few feet above the. 
table. Still another, curved wooden pieces with 
dangling glass accents, acts as a focal point in 
the lanai. 

At the same time, the house is also a haven for 
used and found objects. One has to be nursing а 
stiff neck to miss the structure's high ceiling with 
exposed wooden beams. The wood originally be- 
longed to a 17th century Roman Catholic church 
in Aringay, La Union, the family's hometown. The. 
structure had withstood the test of time until the. 
July 16, 1990 earthquake devastated most of north- 
em Luzon, including Aringay. 

The family contributed to the church's recon- 
struction, but the old wood had to go. Georgie 
and one of her brothers (the Diaz family has 10 
girls and two boys) were among the lucky ones 
who became the wood's new custodians, 

Vestiges of the past can also be seen in posts, 
ledges, doors and doorjambs taken from the old 
church. Carved communion rails, for instance, 
мете turned into lamp stands. These antique 
elements have been cleverly juxtaposed with 
concrete white walls, ledges and a brick fireplace. 
Instead of smoldering firewood, however, we 
found a row of votive candles in its place. 

"It can get quite cold here during certain 
months," she says. "But we can do without a 
fireplace." Her family's bold artworks are prob- 
ably enough to keep the house warm. Isabel's 
signature acrylic painting of summer blooms 
hang by the living room, while brother Ramon's 
idea of marine life, also in acrylic, adorns the 
bedroom by the loft, The Diaz matriarch is also 
into painting. 

Yes, a portion of the high ceiling has been 

AMANPULO/p.C3 


ARCHITECTURE shows respect for the environment. 
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FURNITURE and accent pleces were sourced everywhere: carved study table from the Philippines and hanging 


lamps from India. 


Amanpulo in Tagaytay 


transformed into a living space, complete with 
easy chairs and a four-poster bed. A spiral 
staircase leads to the bedroom by the loft. In 
tum, the area provides a sweeping view of the 
living room below. 

‘The entire property gradually slopes from the. 
highway. Thus, the first floor has enough room 
for another secluded living space below. A flight 
of stairs descends to a bedroom awash in white— 
from the bed, sofa, down to the walls. Swinging 
capiz windows that double as native shutters 
impart the room with some semblance of pri- 
vacy—until one enters the bathroom. 

‘The bathroom virtually allows the outside in 
through glass panels and picture windows ob- 


scured from the outside by shrubs and flowering 
plants. “What's there to be ashamed of,” Georgie. 
teases. “It's just between you and nature out 
there.’ 
Native cottage 

‘Another bathroom, this time in the bedroom 
by the garden, is also virtually exposed to the 
elements. Aside from glass panels, bamboo poles 
with glass accents section the area from the out- 
side. Georgie softened the bamboo wall by stick- 
ing a white anthurium in each accent. A bamboo 
pole lining a glass panel doubles as a towel rack. 
Be sure, though, to take the umbrella with you 
before taking a bath. Georgie did away with the 
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(From page C2) 


roof in the shower area. "I want guests to feel a 
sense of romance. And they need not be married 
to each other,” she says with a wink 

The entire structure resembles a native cot- 
tage from the outside, but not from the inside. 
Again, the bedroom is blanketed in white (with 
black accents), including the structure's thatched 
‘anahaw ceiling. No, Georgie didn't spray paint 
the ceiling. Rather, a white canopy conceals it to 
achieve a cleaner, more modem feel. "This is the 
tent room,” says Georgie. “I've limited the color 
of the interior to black and white to make the 
place look more chic.” 
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The Moon, the Goddess, 


(From page C1) 


with our mother. Even when we are 
already married and settled, we al- 
ways run to mother for a loving hug 
and а warm companionship that re- 
charge our waning batteries (like the 
waning moon after a full moon). 

However, the relationship does 
not end in the tomb. For our true 
home is in the realm of the Spirit. 

In any system, the Goddess, the 
female species rules the home— 
what is meant by settling in a 
place—and so they are the guard- 
ians of place. They guard the planet 
Earth, which is our Home. 

Women carry intuitive knowl- 
ейге about the real purpose of place. 
If their family or home is threat- 
ened, their instinctive knowledge 
of war comes ont. They are natural 
warriors or kings. As the patriarchy 
has taken power on Earth for the 
past thousands, women have been 
considered inferior and they have 
been displaced as rulers, 

Women know about alchemy, 
which is the process of transform- 
ing something ordinary into some- 
thing precious. As the new millen- 
nium unfolds with its major para- 
digm shift in consciousness, we start. 
1o see the return of women as war- 
riors and rulers as men have been 
incapacitated to govern or have 
failed to deliver, Notice the way 
more and more notable movies are 
showing the imprint of the God- 
dess energy these days—an out- 
standing example is the 2000 Os- 
car-winning Chinese movie, 
"Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon." 

Moon's silver 
ray vibrations 

The Sun in the Seventh House 
has no harmonious trines to other 
planets, but has a power conjunc- 
tion with Pluto and Neptune, which 
has a negative square to Midhenven, 
indicating a strong potential for gen- 
erating scandals, like troubles in 
high government positions coming 
from the more aggressive, domi- 
mant masculine sector. 

It would appear that our salva- 
tion as a nation would come from 
the Filipino women who feel en- 
ergy through the Moon's silver ray 
vibrations. This kind of perception 
is the silvery gossamer light shim- 
mering on the surface calm of wa- 
ter when the full Moon rises. 

The Moon in Aries, with its har- 

monious, positive tines 
to Satum conjunct Ura- 
nus, is completely bal- 
anced between the old 
traditions of the past. 
The past incarnations 
included karma, fate 
(Saturn) and the inno- 
vative, revolutionary 
ideas of the world's 
new destiny (Uranus) 
resonating with the 
rhythms of ancient 
myths, folklore, sym- 
bols and archetypes of 
the past. The past, 
present and future are 
all one interconnected 
Now, what esotericists. 
call the Eternal present, 
which cancels out lin- 
ear time and space. 

Because the Moon's 

primary function is to 
reflect our emotions, 
‘our planetary feetings, 
being feminine in na- 
ture, it’s the women 
who will mirror the 
consciousness of Mo- 
ther Earth back to us. 
Women know how to 
create in time and acti- 
vate space for new life, 
and so they will lead 
the men into a new al- 
chemy, which will 
move us into realms 
that will stretch us be- 
yond the limitations of 
time and space. 

The Moon comes 
from Jupiter, which 
rules the mastery 
schools of Barth, Mas- 
tery of the self is based 
on whether we deal 
with our emotions ef- 
fectively, and whether 
we maintain the nec- 
essary balance, peace 
and serenity. 

Making choices 
in the planet 
of choice 

Humanity is split- 
ting into two groups. 
Now that people are 
getting more agitated 
by the intense emo- 
tional-body cleansing, 
wwe are all beginning to 
spiral upward in the act 
of making the right 
choices, This cleansing 
has to happen because 
if negative action is not 
released, we cannot 


withstand the increasing photon light 
as the healing of the planet is now 
‘making its jump-start or quantum 
leap to a higher dimension of spirit 
consciousness. Here, we have no 
choice. It's Fate. It's Fate, and it's 
the Feminine God that's now man- 
dating it. 
Moon Phase 14 and 
the President 

We cannot hit the ground run- 
ning without sufficient oxygen i 
our blood brought about by 
spirit-connecting photon 
light. It is the light that 
comes from the void of 
creation, It makes us 
think about the ultimate 
concems of the Divine for 
mankind’s evolvement. We 
would not survive now by simply 
staying material beings, loaded with 
‘material agendas. And as humanity 
is splitting into groups, people are 
polarized—one group is on high 
alert, intending to somehow find 
clarity and health. The other avoids 
looking within, waiting for changes 
to occur outside of them to favor 
them, while dark, elemental forces 
rage within (imprisoned in physi- 
cal bodies polluted by chemicals). 

The healing of the Planet Earth 
is being done by the Mother God- 
dess now, allowing people world- 
wide to release the fire-breathing 
dragons, and slimy, creepy foul- 
smelling monsters of their dark, his- 
torical past for the purpose of grap- 
pling with them in order to eschew 
them out of their systems. In our 
country, the purging has been par- 
ticularly monumental. We have to 
clean up this great amount of tox- 
ins that have piled up for centuries. 
We have to start from within our- 
selves. We also have to start from 
the outside—literally, the life- 
threatening toxic waste that pollutes 
‘our air, lands and seas. 

The Planet cannot heal itself 
without first healing humanity that 
has been responsible for her get- 
ting sick. It's therefore very impor- 
tant to scrutinize how all men and 
‘women, especially the leaders, are 
vibrating, since they can only func- 
tion by resonant vibrations if they 
have to succeed. They need to reso- 
nate in their feminine aspect if they 
are men. The feminine aspect has 
the higher faculties of Intuition, the 
part of the Mind that is not limited 
by linear time and space in its infi 


The constella- 
tion shows 
Filipinos 

will continue 
endure and 


Гү 


prevail 
with a woman 
at the helm 


nitely vast perceptual operations 
transcending logic and reason. 
When we hear the wise say, “The 
heart has its reasons the mind can- 
not grasp,” they are referring to our 
higher intuitional faculties. 

"The function of catastrophe is 
precisely to rouse people and their 
leaders to pull away from their di- 
sastrous money-hungry vibrations 
escalating to bring about the Big 
Divide, which was clearly objecti- 
fied in the May 1 siege of Mala- 
cafiang. It had to happen in order to 
test the strength of a fledgling presi- 
dency. It happened during Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's first 100 days. 

It had to happen if only to objec- 
tify that 70 percent of the country's 
population are poor and have been 
neglected by government in past de- 
cades. Gloria, in fact, was still a litle 
girl living in the presidential palace 
‘when her father, President Diosdado 
Macapagal, opened the gates of 
Malacañang to allow the poor to 
meet with him and air their com- 
plaints—at least, his heart opened 
up to them. Under her father, the 
Philippines ranked second only to 
Тарап in the Asian economic race. 


JBIUSTRATION: STEPH BRAVO 


At that time transiting Satum made 
а significant conjunction to the na- 
tional Virgo Midheaven, which is 
the peak point of the horoscope. 
Critical time 

For President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
atthis time, Saturn's conjoining Phil- 
ippine Sun in Gemini, in Seventh 
House of allies, indicates a critical 
time for any leader, since the Sun 

nts the top executive of the 
land. If the Seventh governs part- 
ners, spouses and political allies, it 
also makes for open enemies, and 
so President Macapagal-Arroyo is 
saddled with tremendous problems, 
such as the Opposition and their 
overt moves to destabilize her gov- 
emment and extremism, Although 
the Supreme Court has three times 
upheld her government's legitimacy, 
she is actually in a nightmarish situ- 
ation governing nation that has 
been amplified to the nines as split 
in the middle. The duality of being a 
Gemini (the Twins) country is exac- 
cerbated by the fact that we are at 
Zero Point in the new millennium 
when a radical cleansing period is 
required for mankind to undertake 
before entering a new Age of Light 
—an age of love, brotherhood and 
universal peace. 

The requirements are of a high 
order. President Macapagal-Arroyo 
has what it takes to face the chal- 
lenges, so it appears, based on her 
Moon Phase 14, which gives her 
mission orders. For one thing, she 
seems to flourish and glow in the 


midst of difficulties. Why? 

“While seeming an image of 

sofiness and quiet, she draws 
perpetually upon glass 

a diamond," writes the great 

moderi poet Yeats about the 

entity born under Moon 

Phase 14. The exquisite im- 

age serves our purpose in com- 

municating the contrasting 

gentle reserve and acute power, 

which coexist in this lunar phase. 

The native rarely appreciates the 

‘enormous impact of her personal- 

ity upon others, so consumed is she, 


in the constant activity of discover- 


ing herself in her every action. 

When she's in Moon 14, she faith- 

fully follows her own law down to 
the smallest detail. While relatively 
cool and tranquil in manner, she 
leaves an indelible impression upon 
the world from having mobilized all 
her energies behind each successive 
act of self. This leadership quality 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo was 
tested on May 1, when Malacafiang 
was assaulted by a mob of pro- 
Estrada supporters, incited by some 
opposition candidates. 

Cool lady 

They were proved wrong. For 
the little lady didn't lose her cool. 
Quickly, she took all the controls at 
her command and called the Armed 
Forces to assist her state police to 
subdue the mob at the gates with- 
out firing on it. Moon Phase 14 
combined with the Sun and Mars 
signifies a solar force that has no 
aim other than practical expedience: 
to complete any project as simply 
and swiftly as possible. 

While in-phase with the Moon, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo will 
lead a charmed life (meaning, noth- 
ing can harm her) since she has no 
concem for self-gain but has con- 
cem for others. She appears to want 
nothing, in contrast with her prede- 
cessor who wanted everything for 
himself and his extended families— 
‘mansions, billions in the banks, etc. 

Triad 

President Macapagal-Arroyo be- 
longs to the triad of Leo, which is 
at her best in action, rather than in 
talk. Her Sun on 14 Aries says, 
"Among the masses success awaits 
her," as she truly feels she is here. 
forthe purpose of resolving the for- 
midable problem of poverty, which 
would terrify her if she were out- 


the President 


of-phase with her Moon phasel4, 
under the present circumstances. 

She actually needs all the help 
and prayers she can get, and she 
knows it. Zero Point between two 
astrological ages is certainly not а 
time for picnic, and "Ate Glo" as 
she wants the poor people to call 
her, knows it, and may even be ter- 
tified in her private moments at the 
enormous demands seemingly 
placed upon her by circumstances. 

‘The miracle of the new Age of 
Aquarius is found in its tendency to 
give us the reverse of what we wish 
for. President Macapagal-Arroyo 
may wish she were taller, as most 
people would probably wish their 
top executive to Бе. But if we go for 
big things, the universe will teach 
us profound ways of seeing things 
we haven't understood before. 

For example, we can now un- 
derstand that small is beautiful. 
‘Through pain and suffering we can 
now understand that less is more, 
and that the more one has forgotten 
about oneself, ће less distorted will 
be one’s the vision. 

Moreover, the universe is now 
teaching us to look into the inner 
recesses of our soul through prayer 
and meditation, and feel the in- 
dwelling God. It's part of the para- 
digm shift. Our brains are being re- 
tooled now to match the coming 
higher voltage of energy that Aqua- 
rius brings. Small is power-packed 
just like the size of the atom. Look 
at the way mobile phones are 
shrinking in size. Or if you are po- 
etic, have you tried seeing’ the uni- 
verse in а little flower? 

How to reconcile the opposing 
camps of one crying for strict jus- 
tice and the other crying for com- 
passion on a disgraced leader, is 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's for- 
midable challenge. But she can 
leave this issue to the courts and 
attend to more urgent ones. 

How she can succeed in bringing 
about peace and unity in the islands 
will determine the outcome of her 
presidency and this nation's ascen- 
dancy in the community of peace-lov- 
ing and democratic nations, Working 
toward the golden Aquarian one-broth- 
ethood-of-men concept may take 
much more time than one expects. 

Right now, everybody is still 
going through a difficult process of ^ 
making sense of what's happening 
within and around us. 
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in cooperation with 


PROPIAN' & EPSON 


invite jou to the advance screening of 


DESTINY 18 IN THEIR. PAWS. -© 


duly 29, 2001, Sunday at Festival Cinema 3, Spm. 
Doggy Dress-up Me & My Pet Photo Booth 
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Fanciest Feline 
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Intramuros series features 
‘Batibot’ characters 


THE INTRAMUROS Evenings Performing Arts 
Series presents the well-loved characters of 
“Batibot,” 6:30 p.m. tomorrow at the Teatrillo, 
Plaza San Luis Complex, comer Gen. Luna and 
Real Streets, Intramuros. Admission is free. Call 
527-2961 or 527-3138, 


ANIMAL sHow. А GOINGS-ON 
cat and dog show, “An d$ x 
A-fur with Cats and Dogs," will be held 1-4 p.m., 
July 29, 4/L, Cinema Court, Festival Supermall in 
Filinvest Alabang. The show coincides with the 
advance screening of Warner Brothers’ “Cats and 
Dogs.” It is open to all cat and dog owners. How- 
ever, only one pet per handler is allowed. Pets 
must be vaccinated before the activity. Registra- 
tion is now ongoing. Call 850-3517, local 266, 
256 or 212, 


SALE, Discounts of up to 70 percent will be 
given on TMX watches until Aug.15. Just visit 
any Timex Kiosks, Timex Shops, Watch n' See 
Stores and other participating outlets in Metro 
Manila and the provinces. 


EDUCATORS CONFERENCE. The Reading 
Association of the Philippines invites all teachers, 
especially reading educators and literacy advo- 
cates, to an echo-conference dubbed "For the Love 
of Readings." The conference will be held 8 a.m,- 
З pam. tomorrow, at the Walter Hogan Conference 
Hall, ISO Complex, Ateneo de Manila University, 
Loyola Heights Campus. Selected talks and demo 
lessons presented at the International Reading As- 
sociation convention in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
USA on April 29-May 4 will be featured, Call 
823-5077 or 426-6001, local 7154. 


CONFERENCE. The Philippine Librarians 
Association Inc. 2001 Board of Trustees will 
hold the PLAI National Conference on Aug 6-8 
at the Cebu Grand Hotel, Cebu City. Theme of 
the conference is “PLAT 2001 and Beyond: 
Strengthening Partnerships and Linkages,” Call. 
527-9071 to 74, local 44; 872-2729, 735-6011, 
local 564/5135, 526-8295, or 254-1130. 


SEMINAR. A one-day seminar on crystals will 
be conducted by Frances Gloria, a certified 
hypnotherapist and crystal counselor, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. tomorrow, at the Inner Mind Development 
Institute, Room 308 Prince Plaza Building I, 
106 Legaspi St., Greenbelt, Makati City. Call 
892-6806, 810-7245 and 815-9890. 


HEALING REVIVAL. Healing services are 


Family fun fair 


THINK of а place with their children, 


Jy] Whereparentsgettotslk where siblings get to 
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being offered at the Lord Jesus Christ Miracle 
Center, 6 Kamuning Road corner Luis Siangho 
St, Kamuning, QC. Healing revival starts on 
July 29. Call 415-0674 or 921-0584, 


CARVING WORKSHOP. ProActive Center. 
for Training (РАСТ) offers a carving workshop. 
оп Aug. 3, 1-5 p.m. at Encore! Encore!, 2/L 
Building A, SM Megamall, Mandaluyong City. 
Call 823-4947. 


WRITING SEMINAR. Aspiring writers and 
children's book lovers are invited to а free semi- 
mar by children's book author Neni Sta. Romana- 
Cruz at Powerbooks on Amaiz Street, Makati 
City at 3 p.m. tomorrow. Topics include tech- 
niques on writing children's books and tips on 
how to get published. Call 844-4455, 


PROMO. Cherry Foodarama on Shaw Boul- 
evard, Mandaluyong City, launched its 
2001-2002 raffle-promo. A brand-new Kia Rio 
1.3 Notchback, plus Kolin home appliances— 
29-inch color TV, window airconditioner, micro- 
Wave oven, rice cooker, electric fans and a flat 
iron — will be raffled off at Cherry's branches 
оп Shaw Boulevard and Congressional Avenue, 
QC. Grand draw is on Feb. 14, 2002. 


WORKSHOP. Tower Book House, with the 
Women in Assistance, a service-oriented group 
for women, is offering a workshop for working 
women, aged 25 and above. Dubbed “Comfort 
and Joy.” the workshop is designed to help women 
redefine themselves by seeking solutions/alter- 
natives to their various concems. Different mod- 
ules for each session covering travel and leisure, 
social equanimity, economic independence and 
spiritual comfort have been prepared. The course 
includes a field trip and interactive sessions, The 
‘workshop starts this August at the Windsor Tower, 
163 Legaspi St, Legaspi Village, Makati City. 
Call 815-6925/4938. 


PLAY. Catch one of this year's nominees for the. 
Aliw awards for theater in a special weekend run 
at the Abelardo Hall Auditorium, College of Mu- 
sic, UP Diliman, “Bilog,” Dulaang Talyer's mul- 
timedia production, will be shown 3 and 7 p.m., 
July 28 and 29. Call 415-6786 or 925-1933. 


WORSHIP SEMINAR. Rojo, keyboard player 
and vocalist of a leading Irish Christian band, 
will conduct a worship seminar Aug. 1-3 at the 
Lay Force Center of the San Carlos Seminary in 
Guadalupe, Makati City. Call 637-4998/6680. 
share petty secrets and dines out together as if 
where the whole family every day is family day. 

Think of a technology- 
driven yet family-ori- 
ented urban address that 
offers a distinct lifestyle 
where work and leisure 
are centered on family 
values. 

To herald this unique 
family concept, East- 
wood Property Holdings. 
Inc. is putting together 
ап activity-laden, fun- 
filled weekend dubbed 
as "Family Fun Fair @ 
Eastwood City Wall 
Eastwood City, Li 
‘The event will be held a 
the Eastwood City Walk 
Water Plaza on July 28 
and 29, 9 ат-б p.m. 
‘The whole family gets to 
participate in an array of 
games, kiddie shows, 
magic tricks and intere 
esting activities set amid. 
the neo-urban landscape 
of Eastwood City Walk. 

The two-day fun fair 
kicks off with a video 
show and coloring ses- 
sions for children in the. 
morning followed by hi- 
larious antics from the 
host clown, Afterward, 
young and old alike can 
showcase their creative 
side as the face and ce- 
Tamic painting sessions 
follow, While families 
take their lunch, mime 
artists, puppeteers and 
clowns will be restau- 
rant-hopping along the 
City Walk row. 

їо the afternoon, а 
caricature artist will be 
around to treat guests to 
his comic creations. Hy- 
peractive tykes can take 
part in the Scavenger 
Hunt and other fun 
games. 

During breaks, par- 
ticipants can have th 
favorite food and г 
freshments from the dif- 
ferent restaurants now 
open at Eastwood City 
‘Walk—Macau, Fazoli's, 
McDonald's, Tokyo To- 
kyo, Subway, Mongo- 
lian Feast and Seattle's 
Best Coffee, Also open 
are Deli France, Mystic 
Grill, West Lake and 
Blue Onion. Family 
members can eat inside 
these trendy dining spots 
or enjoy a drink al fres- 
со, Teens can take a lei- 
surely stroll along the 
pedestrian-friendly City 
Walk or enjoy а pan- 
oramic view of Éast- 
wood City from the 
viewing tower. 
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L4 A GLASS bowl doubles as a sink atop glass ledge. 


Thatched ‘anahaw’ roof, Vigan tiles 
and bathroom nearly exposed 


to the watchful eyes of nature. It’s 


THE VERANDAH is shaded by anahaw leaves with a Spanish ivinsfi P 
wooden chandelier as decor. Enjoy breakfast in the narra table resort living in a chilly ridge 
with bone and shell inlay. 


E E. 
manpulo in lagayta . ТТИ 
NO walls bathroom. This tropical look Is characterized Бу 
exposed pipes, a bamboo towel rod and Ifugao accessories, 


(From page C3) 


Nine-year-oll son Fargo provided inputs for 
his playroom by the driveway. The separate 
structure also has a loft inspired by houses in the 
‘Mountain Province. Again, Georgie combined 
modern elements such as white tiles and bath- 
room fixtures with native materials like anahaw, 
bamboo and old wood. 

Georgie, incidentally, has no green thumb, 
but sister Ruby, a plant lover, encouraged her to. 
persevere. Thanks to organic fertilizers and a 
little help from the gardener, Georgie can now 
grow decorative and flowering plants with little 
difficulty. She has even discovered the virtues of 
zero-waste management by composting, A week- 
end home, to be conducive to romance, has to be 
environment-friendly as well 


E-mail the author 
enigma0203 yahoo.com. 
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BALINESE column is used as a pedestal TENT LIVING. White canopy conceals satellite bedroom's anahaw ceiling yet the floor joists, beams and columns are exposed. Black and white are still the dominant 
for icons, colors. Ramon Diaz's version of marine life hangs by the bed. 


THIS Is a daring design. The lightwork is 
asymmetrically located by the large slab of 
Post. The other side is the ledge for a dining 
set-up, Gauze is used as a divider for 
skirting and stool covers. 


ORIENTAL powder room with Middle Eastern look 
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BY MARGE C. ENRIQUEZ 7 EE 
PHOTOS вү CHITO VECINA 
PICTORIAL DIRECTION BY ALBERT AVELLANA 


ROPAGANDA’s new 
salon at the second 
level of Greenbelt Май 
looks as if it has been in- 
spired by thehomeshowson 
Lifestyle Network. A combi- 
nation ofloftliving, boudoir, 
country and shabby chic, the 
ambience evokes the feeling 
ofbeingina homerightinthe 
middle of the central busi- 
ness district. 
"The space was once the lobby of 
the Greenbelt movie house. Since the 1 f 
trans could deo dove the Я The hot 
space, they decided t expose Ше i- 
Tar such e he gt, anm ud valer s i salonchas 
Жас wilewashed andi org was H ~ : к 
plastered and sanded for that chipped- | acquired a 


Beautyspeak at Propaganda 
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Homey bigger, 
Marlon Rivera, one of Propaganda's ғ 70 
mers who works as a production = is х 
eipnerandereaivedmectrcoreeed = i 2 » grander 


the homey ambience, He took after the PROPAGANDA interiors is a mix of boudoir, loft and shabby chic 


Med em Киһи wi old heed, Propagating ganda or beauty make an appointment instead of walk- ers actually dream of having theirfaces, SPACE at 


йо i айны with oH Kad, PPS i ee ies Eel Pia 
industrial design. The mirrors are framed Carbonell handles the daily operations; _ Makeup is one of its specialties. With only 13 chairs, the salonem (Greenbelt 
Бани dap Meia апей GOON ано Ме Lose pede мацер E PE e a сат тс 

Wid a Sone ar, е кош ышкаш у осо Гы 

"esas adored мї ums Garden development; Sarte, the atts; and liem are poing itap The yee dey Teya re ained wel mem Here 
SEGUE MULE M ааттана атан. птаны Ва ECCE 

заан анааан E кызсын ля : 
amorous touch, Salon ples о "ME, vo lke diferent body pars, were given tac ens cach of them sas eet on the rp lor or pulchritude 
awnings cover he airconditioners Light but each is very essential,” says would interpret it differently. Forin- Greenbelt. It will be lavishly deco- 
кыегы к КАШКА Е salca mad WiN Old 40 ДТ meie 
fom sa. at Toe pico wi Pampering face, Rivera will use purple and pink. such salons as Piandre, Monica, pi 

fom shining matrial Trece wio Pampering шш Cice prefers beige and pink Hairbyes, Cuing Crew, Salon de period tables 

P eI eR vibes кеу ай had to make the ansion Duque goes for Chanel amber. Sameis Manila and Basement. which main- 

“his wats conte to its former ПОП fiends o business pares and famous for is no-makeup ook which tain high standards-—Propaganda es the artists come fom fashion and ad- eotlipingcondiions 
stamina metra Races, [OM creative arn to managers They sena takes aloof work. Lazadais its loyal clientele, vertising they know the right service But in the long run, the artists want 
peer E “Копаййз known for Hollywood glam. Monis “IC's all hijang-hiyana” says logie Models come for their prepara. io prove that е Filipino alems have 
ies ee ge The decor ДЫ seething is 1f the aria OWS OW to Tight up the face. т. "You can't claim superiority tory work such as hair coloring before got solid technique under heir belts 
iere eer aLa PA he hardest hing i if dg anis "Ты тщш fr шшр sence over odes Our cana Jas alowed they so mader die Kept ie 
detras anana es a т к ranges from ЕЕ ME OE ЕТЫ Popa cn a Uo, 
pulp cl acc —O—— [nns 
around the place. э Totment of shampoo and conditioner 
compa saed ou, vih en сш 
ional зані ди, qne other salons wil rng o рон, 


Lozada, Jing Monis and Cristina pum This why ратро не сша 
Digo Aside trom bate tthe actrees СВЕ. s D MY ey keep coming 


tising industry, Rivera did makeup for" Ever since they stated in Rustan's 
Estée Lauder. Between casting, Šare Makati, business had always been brisk. 
Would observe makeup artists and The salon handled 70 clients a day. The 
eventually mastered е стай. Lozada Store planned am expansion, I needed 
trained with Guerlain and Clinique. space for the men's boutique. Prope- 


wanted а salon of their own which “Ties found luck 

н су found luck at Greenbelt 

combined their strength in makeup and Carbonell and Monis are full-time hair- 

airstyle. Propaganda is a pun on dressers. Like most salons, it's best to 
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BOTANICAL prints, baskets and second-hand finds give the salon 
a lived-in look. 


You too can look hip 


U2 has unveiled its latest collec 
tions both for men and women. 
“The women's collection offers 
clothes to suit people of all ages, 
from youngsters to 
‘emi-professionals. U2 Men 
also has a long list of fashion 
picks starting with the U2 
urban look 
You can also get bags, 
belts and socks to match the 
U2 outfit of your choice. U2 
is exclusively distributed in 
the Philippines by 
CCitifashion Specialty 
Stores, located at Glorie 
Lure d Оена Let your taste buds travel the world first-class. At The Peninsula, you can savor dishes from both 
at Glorieta 3. Twenty sides of the globe, and everything in between, prepared and served the award-winning Peninsula way. 
new shops will open Goa indulge. And with our anni es, you'll find eve ices Ў 
уат ое o ahead, indulge. And with our 25th anniversary rates, you'll find even the prices easy to swallow. 
at Robinsons Galleria, SM 
Megamall, SM North Edsa Corner of Ayala and Makati Avenues, 1226 Makati City, Metro Manila, Philippines + For ingulries or reservations please call 887-2888, 812-3456 
and Alabang Town Center © ос fax us at 854825, 815-3402 + Emall: tpmGpeninstla.com Website: www peninsul.com. ph 
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For anyone who's ever been set up, stood up or felt up. 
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BRIDGET 
JONES 


is in myGlobe. 


Read her diary, 


disset 


se зт vih 


ask her advice, 


take her survey. 


muGlohe 


mobile e-services 
NO LIMITS 


4, Radio DJ shal verify if massage is Indeed the one from Bridget Jones's Mobile. If correct, you'll 
win two (2) tickets for the premiere of Bridget Jones's Diary on August 4, 2001; Glorieta 4, Cinema 
6 at730PM, 

5. Winners of Bridget Jones pramier tickets can claim their prize atthe participating radio stations 
starting July 27. Pase bring a valid ID and your Globe Handyphone for verification The station 
wil check both the valid ID and see if the subscribers ara indeed Globe subseribers by checking 
"their number (which should start with 0917 or 0816). 

5. Log onto wannyglobe.com.ph starting July 25 for moro details, 


==@ 


2. To get the answer, Көү4п:ВДШАВҮ and send it 
entry from Bridget Jones's Mobil via Text Mos 
Example of diary entr. 
‘93! Have gained weight overnight! Ном? Have chacked pilows and all are present. 
‘No sign that have I bean inadvertantly consuming soft furnishings in sleep. 
3, Call the radio station and read the diary enrytoxt massage. 


Read tho novel hat started al, 
КЕТ 


(б т 


Book Store 


united 
international 


Regular showing on August 8, 2001. a zs 


Bast-saling book by Holen Fielding. Now a major motion picture, 


BRIDGET JONES'S MOBILE 


gnooer Jones's moone s 
БЕН 
Pino lor Prapa Ps Seer 


Danco and sing along with your 
i songs from he movie. 
Avi 


diat 
MCA UNIVERSAL 
PERDTHICA PERT NO. иш, ENS OF Z0 


теру uly 27,2001. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER Т 
Mr LIP PINE РАЕМ 


FOR FEEDBACK, TEXT US AT (0919) 661-2337 
OR E-MAIL US AT LIFESTYLE@INQUIRER.COM.PH 


THE LOOSE silhouette fits the mature and sophisticated woman. 


Tan-Gan’s 
big look 


BY MARGE C. ENRIQUEZ 
PHOTOS BY RAYMOND LAUCHENGCO 


N THE '80S, the Japanese designers redefined the 
periphery offashion away from the Western ideals of the 
body, suchas the hourglass figure, arid fé philosophy that 
clothes are made to frame the body. In Western dress, the 
material iscutto the body, contoured and modeled after it. In 
so doing, there's no space between the body and garment. In 
Japanesedesign, thespace between the Бойу and the fabricis 


queen 
revives the 
Japanese 
aesthetic of 
the '80s by 
emphasizing 
fabric and 
the space 
between it 
and the 
body 


La A 


Too Busy 


to Garden? 

Here's a modern 
solution that takes the 
place of garden soil in 
pots! PLANTASTIC 
Soil-less Potting Mix 
“Low Maintenance 
Formula”. With its 
slow release fertilizers 
and high-moisture 
retention properties, 
fertilizing and 
watering needs of 
potted plants are 
lessened! Just water 
when surface is dry. 
Now at Ace Hardware, 
Handyman, True Value 
& plant stores, Visit 
‘www.greenhearts.com 
er call 411- 6868 to 69 


emphasized. 


Knitwear designer 
Lulu Tan-Gan revives 


that aesthetic, Women | 
with fleshy ams and. | 


wide waistlines should 
rejoice. The big look, 
particularly the blou- 
son, is back. 


Tan-Gan notes the. | 
difference between the | 
millennium interpreta- | 


tion and the "biggie" 
of the *80s. "Their big 
look stuck to a solid 


color, Now there’smore | 


layering. There's a che- 
mise ora tube Worn un- 


derit Thematerialsare | 


sheerer materials, I'm 


more adventurous in | 
color. They are brighter 


and lighter," 
Bestsellers 
‘Asked the conven- 

tional question how 

business із doing in the 


SM outlets, Tan-Gan * 


replies that business 
depends on new items 
on the rack. One of the 
recent bestsellers is the 
drop-stitch blouson. 
"It's for the sophisti 
cated and the ad- 
vanced in fashion. It 
attracts bigger women 
because of the size. I 
have colors which are 
like watercolors,” 

A survivor іп the 
competitive RTW field, 
‘Tan-Gan says business 
survives if the mer- 
chandise stands out 


from the uniformity of 4 


things, 

Right now, local de- 
signers are facing their 
toughest competi- 
tors—foreign labels (or 
their knockoffs) sold in 
tiangges, "They are all 
the same and low- 
priced, but when the 
market becomes satu- 
rated even the house- 
hold help ends up wear- 
ing those clothes. You 
lose the value of prod- 
uct, There's too much 
supply versus demand, 


TANIp.D4 
› 


for other dealers. 
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* Shales ard locker rentals поте! 
Promo Period: June 1- July 31 


ITHMALL 


FERSAL 


ARTELLE 
TOURIST INN 


Fully Furnished * Clean * Nice Rooms" 
F400 toP 1,300.00 
Disc, on Wkly / Mo. * 11th DAY FREE 
Tel. No. 911-2161 • Fax (632) 913-3078 
7 от Neptune Streat 245 P. Tuazon Sree([r20 Kalayaan Avenue] 49 Annapolis Strast 
Makati City 1201, |Cubao, Quezon City [Oliman. Quezon City  Cubao. Quezon City 


(та (632) 897.9123 | Tel (632) 912-8000 | Tel.632)8262080 | Tal (6319125852 
Fax (632) 897-0107 | Fax (32) 012.07 | Fox (632) 825-3208 | Fax (632) 911-3418 


E-mail: fersal@skyinet.net 


Beauty starts with a 
hot shower bath. 


New Ariva Cristina 
Fully Automatic Water Heater 
with Built-In ELCB 


FREE Installation! 
mor 
724-59-07 


BAYANTEL 
415-93-78 


ЕЛА, 


SRANN 
) 


nj ! FANTASTIC SOUNDS AND 
S ACTIONS FROM EONS AGO! , 


Buzo Militar and 
Spinosaurus 


All Terrain Dino 
Trapper Vehicle 


Paul Kirby and 
Stegosaurus 


Jaw-chopping; 
№, . Action 


MBrachlosaurus| 17 qj 


ith Head-bobbing 
Action 


Add to your 
dino menagerie 


COLLECT : 
THEM ALL! 
т E 


Raptor Motorcycle 
Pursuit 


Transport? 
Wi d 


Cage and; 
Dimetradori 


Dr. Alan Grant 
and Velociraptor 


Ф. 


хао, 


SM MEGAMALL SM SOUTHMALL SMCITY CEBU SM CITY FAIRVIEW SM CITY BACOOR SM CITY ILOILO 
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PHOTOS BY CHITO VECINA 
PICTORIAL DIRECTION BY ALBERT AVELLANA 


HERE'S an adage that for every ending, 
there's а new beginning. That's precisely 
what happened to businessman and eligi- 
bie bachelor Raul Francisco. On the one hand, 
Central Maquillage had closed shop since his busi- 
ness was vulnerable to the fluctuating dollar 
change rate, the economic downturn, the sluggish 
retail scene and low consumer confidence. On the 
other, the bag store Twist in Glorieta, which he 
тип with partner Cristina Tuason, has been quite 
Successful that another branch will open at 
Shangri-La Plaza. Lately his spirits have been bu- 
oyed by the success of Voyage in Rockwell's 
Power Plant. The store specializes in bigger bags 
Tn the past six years, Central Maquillage shared 
mew ideas about cosmetics and trendy colors. 
"The store had a comer that sold small bags and 
cosmetic kits. Customers were fascinated by the 
chic styles that were sold at affordable prices. 


POPULAR styles 


GLORIETTA II 


The man 
behind the 
defunct 
Central 
Maquillage 
goes on 
another 


Voyage 


E 


bn 


VOYAGE goes niche marketing by specializing in utilitarian bags. 


“That comer took off into a bag store called Twist. 
Invigorated 

Francisco is invigorated by his new venture. 
He designs the bags and the customers have 
been lapping them up. Even if the bags are made 
in the Philippines and priced below P3,000, the A 
market has been patronizing them, This phenom- 
non bucked the belief that the elite crowd will 
only buy imported designer labels (or their knock- 
offs). Francisco says there's a growing market 
that appreciates quality and design value, and 
hed to it 


„7 he explains 

While Twist offers smaller and fashion-for- 
ward bags for the trendy client, Voyage’s con- 
cept consists of utilitarian bags such as totes, 
men's and students" bags, carry-ons that are 
named after destinations. China is a tote with a 


magnetic snap; another version has a zipper for 
security closure. Frankfurt, the best seller, is a 
midsize travel bag with faux leather straps and ап 
extra pocket. The Berkeley is an envelope and 
will soon come in industrial materials. Venice is a 
caramel bag with extra rivets. Newport is made of 
pebblegrain faux leather. Ávig 
Weekend tote. Hong Kong is а neoprene purse 
that can hold your passport and other travel 
documents 

"The customers use the bags for weekends in 
Hong Kong and Punta Fuego. Francisco calls a 
large tote "Mom's bag” for mother to stuff dia- 
pers, bottles and other personal effects. Other 
customers want big bags so they can stuff in 
their smaller ones. Men can stuff their bags with 
MP3s and laptops. 

Limited edition 

The travel bags cost less than P3,000. Fran- 

cisco uses high-quality imported- faux leather, 


neoprene, jute and other industrial materials. He 
plans to get suppliers from the provinces so he 
can produce bags made from indigenous materi- 
als. The colors come in basic camel, tan, red, 
burgundy and black. 
"The new color is texture," says Francis 
you can have five styles in black, but the tex- 
ture will be different." 
are sold in extremely limited edi- 
tions. "We are always changing, tweaking and 
Turning things around," says Francisco. When 
‘won't find the same 
style again, perhaps a variation. 
To make the bag sturdy, it is reinforced with 
extra padding, doublo-back stitching and piping. 
Despite the success of Twist and Voyage, 
Francisco is not about to forget his expertise in 
cosmetics. "I look at it as part of total growth. It 
will still be there. My interest is in moving on. 
Who knows? 1 might do something again in cos- 
met Marge C. Enriquez, 


ON ALL REPLAY ITEMS 


UNTIL SEPTEMBER 16, 2001 


MEGAMALL 


SHANGRI-LA PLAZA. 
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Makabayang Tagalog symposium 


MAKATA. (Makabayang Tagalog) Pasig гасу—А Major Step in the Right Direction, 
Chapter under the coalition Kasama (Kati- Part If,” оп Aug. 20, 6-8 p.m., at the Sta. 
punan ng Samahang Maharlika) and the Cruz Room, Formation Center, Immaculate 
Movement for an Ideal Democracy willhold Conception Parish Church, Plaza Rizal, 
a symposium dubbed “Partyless Democ- Malinao, Pasig. Call 641-8366 or 823-4296. 


You've made a big difference in other people's lives! 


Because you dared to achieve and succeed as Natasha Members... tirelessly 
doing the rounds, making those important sales visits and reaching out in 
order to help others realize their own dreams... Natasha proudly congratulates the name says it all 
the bi-monthly winners! 


онор 


MAY - JUNE, 


Snug-fit boots designed 
from the finest leather. 
In classic black. 
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GILDA DE GUZMAN" MYLENE DELA CUESTA  MA-ALEGRIADESILVA | 
1st Top Group Seller 2nd Top Group Seller 3rd Top Group Seller E 
& Besi Credit Record $ Тош Recruits: 385 Тош! Recruits: 521 
i 


Total Recruits: 5777 4 


r; 


dens. à 
ANTONETTE SUMAYOD AILEEN BARRION : KEITHJAYSON HIDALGO. | 
40 Top Group Seller Sih Top Group Seller Top Recruiter | 
Total Recruits: 30 a "Total Recruit: 440 Тош Recruits: 882 


Ве a Natasha Dealer! 


makes your dreams come true. e 
5 We've got it all for 


Di lang pinakamababa ang DIGITEL-to-DIGITEL NDD Pakikisama Rate. 
Tuwing Linggo, todo libre pa ang tawag mo*! 


Ang una sa pababaan ng NDD rates, ngayon pinakamababa pa rin! 2.20 lang per minute ang DIGITELto-DIGITEL NDD calls. 

At ang NDD naman from DIGITEL to any landline anywhere in the country, P3.30 lang per minutel Same rates apply sa Digikard. 

At dahil DIGITEL ang pinckamalawak na telephone network sa Luzon**, mas marami ong makikinabang at mage-enjoy sa DIGITEL's 

lowest NDD rate ever. 

Swerte talaga ng mga DIGITEL subscribers. Kaya kung wala ka pang DIGITEL, mag-subscribe na. New walkin subscribers ge! а Digital Telecommunications Phils., Inc. 
Ч DIGITEK coffee mug...FREE! From July 16 to October 15, 2001. нева Office: 110 Е. Rodriguez Jr. 


nm 
TE Ne [02] 2405447, Fox No 0213950002 


All roles оге VAT inclusive Giving Voice To Luzon. 


* Good for DIGITEL1eDIGITL Sunday cal rm July 16 ю December 30, 2001 only; 
promo is valid in Libis and Luzon only, excluding payphone calls. ГА 
* "Outside Metro Manila поэти PA 


javabeyen, 1110, О.С. 
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SUGGEST curves with this easy drop-stitch jersey knit top with bell sleeves and a cowl 
neckline, which goes with the striped retro pants. 


Tan-Gan’s 


(From page D1) 


Prices go down after some time, but it won’t sell 
по matter how nice the material is,” she says. 

A typical Aquarian, Tan-Gan believes in go- 
ing against the tide. "That's where product de- 
velopment is important. I'm starting the "80s trend 
quite early. Nobody is doing something blousy. 
Everything is body-fitting,” she says. 

Erratic 

Тап-бап maintains sleek lines, functional tops 
and basic bottoms since this year has been “er- 
ratic” for sophisticated fashion. “It’s a smaller 
market—a mix of career and mature women. They 
go for twin sets. This year I've been working on 
а change of shades of reds, blues and beiges. 
Next season ГЇ replace red with a hot pink. It's 


big look 


quite dangerous to invest as it is not an easy 
color to sell. But it’s bright and it perks up the. 
store and story line.” 

This coming quarter, Tan-Gan will play on 
navy, prussian blue, yellow and cream. Toward 
the holiday, she'll use kiwi instead of Christmas, 
green. 

Tan-Gan says texture is the key element in 
fashion after the stark minimalism of the "90s. 
“The detailing is in the material,” she says. This 
applies to her yarns and handloom knits. 

‘She will present more sheer knits, mesh and 
knit. For her collection made for ће Inquirer 
pictorial, Tan-Gan's knits were light; some re- 
sembled macramé. She gives the women the opt- 
ion to wear sexy underlayers such as a halter-top 
ога tube or go sophisticated with the blouson. 


BESTSELLER. Drop-stitch V-neck blouse layered over a ribbed jersey chemise and jersey pants 


FOR THE 
DARING. A 
striped, rib- 
knit tube 
and cotton 
rayon knit 


E, 


PETS 


LAYERING. Cowl neck jersey knit halter is worn over the tube. 
күт 
мора: 
ERMA MAGLALANG. 
HARAND MAKEUP BY 


TOTO AND JAIME Ri 
TORPATRICK ROSAS 


LOCATION: 
PONANA LBS, 
ос 


SPECIALTHANKS 
TOBUTCH PENA 


IF you've got it, 

à flaunt it with the. 

TEXTURE is the key fashion element. The sheer, batwing drop-stitch blouse, hides А jersey halter апа 
figure flaws. A halter underneath it keeps you modest. velour pants. 
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"CIRCLE" shoulder bag in suede with jute inserts 


A new handle on the handba 


By Marcie T. ESTRELLA 
ILLUSTRATIONS BY JAMES REYES 


HE HANDBAG is 
probably one of the 
most important fash- 
ion accessories of a woman. 
Not only is a bag essential 
for carrying necessary 
items—wallet, cell phone, 
Of hairbrush,thoseblueoil- 
absorbing sheets—it al- 
so complements a wom- 
an’sattire. Infact,ahand- 
bagmayevenbethefocal 
point of an entire outfit. 
Now thataccessoriesare the 
rage, there is less room for. ^ 
thefunctional-but-dowdybag. 
Everyone is looking for that per- 
fect purse that looks great and holds a 
little more than a credit card. Wendy 
Maramba is ап expert when it comes 
to designing handbags. She proves 
that form and function can cas 
ily go hand and hand. 
Maramba has experi 
ence written all over her 
Having graduated 
magna cum laude in 
fashion design 
from the Fashion 


Wendy 
Maramba 
takes us on 


a whirlwind 


inspirations 
with just 


one tote bag 


"WAVE" rectangular hand/shoulder bag in suede with jute 


ннат 
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RECTANGULAR leather bag with crochet 


flowers 


how it will look on the person using it. She gives 
her bags basic shapes but with a little twist. For 
instance, she gave one collection of square 
bags a slight wave outline—the final product 
was a funky little bag with a wavy A-line 


shape. 


American 
icon rises 
again 


Coach has navigated 


well through the 
vagaries of the leather 
fashion market 


NCE described by New York 
magazine as a “slumping Ameri- 
can icon,” Coach, like most 

leathergoods brand, is infusing seduc- 
tiveness into its styles. And like most 
high-end leathergoods products we've 
written about, Coach is expanding into 
the global lifestyle. First, it hires a new 
president and executive creative director, 
Reed Krakoff. Then the main line— 
bags—is given a shot in the arm. The 
classic leather bucket bag and the 
Hampton tote have been placed along- 
side trendy alligator clutches, denim 
baguettes and a demi-zip satchel in a 
jacquard of adjoining C's, Coach's tribute. 
to the logo mania. 

“The marketplace is looking for a more 
fashion-forward look,” was the stock 
answer from Coach in a written interview. 

“The strength of the accessories 
market over the last few years is about 
fashion and innovation. As far as market 
studies, we show the new collection of 
the Coach to consumers and have had a 
positive response to the new design 
innovation and the introduction of new 
fabrics and styling," says Krakoff. 

‘The business is now driven by 
fashion. Therefore the classics impart 
new silhouettes, colors and non-leather 
materials such as fabric, animal-printed 
raffia. The signature canvas totes and 
bucket bags with navy or black leather 


Maramba also has a collection of semi- 
flat round bags that are big enough to 
tote papers and notebooks. 

Moreover, she makes sure that other 


trim now have interesting linings like pink 
with green and yellow. 


Reputation 


Institute of Tech- 
nology in New 
York, she has 


1 


worked with some 
of the world’s top designers and de- 
partment stores. She has also exposed 
herself to the European fashion currents in Lon- 
don and Paris. Though she has specialized in 
tailored garments and has worked in the retail 
side of fashion, Maramba has concentrated her 
efforts on designing and manufacturing bags. 
Design determination 
Wendy's philosophy is simple: “Do 
what you like to do best.” She says, 
“1 don't want to do anything I don't 
want to do." Even though 
she may encounter some 
Tough patches, she strives 
until she reaches her goal. 
This determination 
has resulted in her 
one-of-a-kind col- 
lections. 
Maramba’s col- 
lections are all dis- 
tinct from one an- 
other, some corre- 
sponding to differ- 
enttimes in her life. 
Опе collection con- 
sisted of bags made 
of raffia with sea- 
VP 2... shells intricately 
LEATHER bag placed. Other pieces from 
with crochet that collection had wooden carvings of 
flowers tribal influence. Another collection was 
made up of suede handbags, each con- 
taining several shades of violet, lilac 
and kiwi. One collection really didn't 
have anything in common with other collections 
except that they were all well 
conceptualized and crafted. 
Some of these bags are cur- 
rently being sold at Firma, а 
boutique in Malate. 
Maramba has samples of 
several bags that are not yet 
available to the public. These in- 
clude a set of brightly colored 
bags that carry drawings made 
by her 9-year-old son, lan. 
Hopefully they will be found in 
stores in the near future, for 
these bags are fun and innova- 
tive. 


DUFFEL bag 
with teeth trim in 
fuchsia/berry 


New materials 
Though leather is always а 
safe choice for bags, Wendy 
Maramba wants to keep а look- 
out for new materials. She 
plans to go to Cebu and Bicol 
in search of native materials 
that she can use in her future 
creations. It’s important to 
see what local materials 
have to offer because it 
cuts down the cost of 
importing materials and 
it’s always good to go 
local whenever possible. 


LEATHER bowling bags БЕ e 


А 


—— 


size of a purse's armhole. 


aspects of a bag are taken care of as well. These 
include the length of the bag's straps and the 


But of all the traits Maramba’s bags carry, the 
опе trait that puts her collections above the rest 


is her personal involvement with her creations. 
It’s not enough for her to produce a bag; it has to 
be something that she can be proud of. Her bags, 
for example, almost always have side pockets 
because that's the style preferred by her mother. 

Her bags look fabulous because Maramba 
tests her bags out herself to make sure that they 
have the correct proportions. She doesn't sacri- 


SQUARE leather bag with 


crochet flowers eerie 


fice style, however. Her bags have that X-factor, 
an added twist, whether it's in the shape, color or 


Maramba's designs attract women from ages 
15-50. Her collections can be very 
conservative, like her natural raffia 
bags with floral embroidery. Still, 
some collections cater to the 
younger market with their bold 
colors and funky shapes. Either 
way, there is a bag made for almost 


everyone. 


With the global economy in flux, 
the Japanese and US markets, the 
bag industry's two biggest mar- 
kets, have reduced their orders for 
bags. Furthermore, this year's 
trade-show attendance was smaller 

compared with previous years. So now, Maramba 

must find a way to put out a product that is not 
only hip and current, but also affordable. 


AVANABEATARMA 616 
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ASYMMETRIC 
saddle 
shoulder bag 


sortment of local materials to choose from, 
quite a challenge to pick and choose the materi- 
als that will go into her next collection 

Itis not just a matter of getting materials; one 
has to know which materials to combine. Know- 
ing which textures go together is an important 
factor in making bags. 

Bags may be seen as accent pieces but they 
also have to be durable. A quality bag doesn't 
only exude style; it should also be well construct- 
ed. Maramba's bags are finely crafted and well 
stitched. Details are meticulous, from the inner 
lining to the zippers and clasps. 

Exceptional details 

Speaking of details, even the shapes of the 
bags that Maramba designs are exceptional. The 
designer believes that the silhouette of a bag is 
what attracts people first. She pays much atten- 
tion not only to how a bag will look but also on 


RECTANGULAR 
clutch/handbag 
with teeth trim 


‘The brand is developing a reputation 
for the perfect peacoat, trench and T- 
shirt. When it introduced a pair of $800 
leather low-rise jeans in the flagship 
store, there materialized a long waiting 
list. 

Despite the hype about the new looks 
of bags, Coach maintains its integrity in 
terms of function and durability. 

“Coach spends $2 million a year on 
consumer and market research that 
includes hundreds of one-on-one 
consumer interviews. Coach's excep- 
tional workforce is committed to upbold- 
ing the principles of quality and integrity 
that made the company great,” says 
Krakoff. "We do a lot of fabric testing 
and wear testing with our bags and we 
know and our customer tells us that the 
‘Coach quality is superior." 

‘The leather is sourced globally with 50 
percent from the US and 30 percent from 
Spain. 

‘Asked how an American label can 
compete in the luxury leathergoods. 
market, dominated by European brands, 
Krakoff says that the company offers the 
"classic American design” as a fashion 
alternative. "Coach gives the consumer 
the same quality and fashion-forward 
styling as many of the European brands 
at a lower price,” he says. He points out 
the company's 50-year history. It started 
ош as a wallet company. After the war, it 
as renamed Coach because most of the 
bags were made of saddle and bridle 
leather shaped into sporty bags. 


Practical and smart 

The classic American design is 
described as taking something practical 
and making it smart. 

As an icon, it was toted by Ali. 
McGraw in the 1972 classic "Love Story" 
and was a wardrobe essential in the 1980 
“Preppie Handbook.” It rose to promi- 
пепсе when Bonnie Cashin designed for 
the company in the "605. Back in the "60s 
and "705, she designed houndstooth 
wool ponchos, leather piping on tweed 
suits, geometric patterns on cashmere 
sweaters, sweaters with funnel necks that 
doubled as hoods and bags with unique 
closures. 

Cashin’s designs preceded the 
utilitarian look. Some of the bags were 
sewn into coats. Some tumed pockets 
into purses. Coach's new body bag 
replicates Cashin's 1970 design. Fendi, 
Gucci, Helmut Lang and Mare Jacobs" 
handbags with industrial-strength 
tumlocks and zippers have paid tribute to 
Cashin’s designs. 

Krakoff aims to maintain Coach's 
reputation as a trendsetter, not а me-too 
brand. Aside from updating the looks of 
the bags, the menswear collection has 
been making news. Now the company 
has licensing agreements to make ties, 
watches, shoes, eyewear and scarves. 

‘Marge C. Enriquez 
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MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM 


Hi, BUNNY 
Von AGE You 


BY MIKE PETERS 


See? (Т 

бт Here oer 
OATED OPOs: 

VS NOT Done Ms, 


UNTIL THE TONG 
POPS Our NOUE 


BY FRED WAGNER 


TWO UAGGEKL ТАК А. 
MEAN DISPOSITION AND TREE 
TONS OF CME АГНЕ MISE! 


HUGE! enoemos! 
оок Kt TAIS TUMME, 


BY JESS ABRERA 
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BY EUGENIA LAST 


CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Norman Lear, Betty Thomas, Peggy Fleming, Jerry Van Dyke, Jonathan Rhys- 


Meyers 


Happy Birthday: Take it easy and you will accomplish far more. Becoming wound up and zealous will lead to overdoing. 
‘The more relaxed you are, the better. Put others at ease instead of goading them until they don't know which way to tur. 
Focus, prepare and capture others’ attention. Your numbers: 8, 12, 29, 33, 41, 47 


ARIES (March 21-April 


19): Disagreements will 
cause delays. Do not 
become intimately involved 


with co-workers Gossip will damage 
‘your reputation. Your lover will be angry 
if you aren't spending enough time 


together. 


‘TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): Hidden assets will eam 
extra money today. Take the 


time to deal with friends ог 
family who have been,upset. Visit those 
who are feeling under the weather. 


ГЕ) GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): Make plans with 
youngsters. You need to 
Spend time outdoors 

Travel or learning about foreign 

cultures will pique your interest. Be 

careful not to overspend 


[M | CANCER (June 21-July 
UNS) individuals may disrupt 


your domestic scene. 
Unexpected visitors will not be a 
pleasant surprise. Put them to work 
and they'll soon be on their way. 


E——DAILYCROSSWORD—— 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Be careful not to divulge 
secret information. I's best 
to listen to others and work 

quietly on your own. Expand your 

circle of friends by joining new groups. 


[ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
Ө 22): Take care of your 
(ЖЫЙ health. Exhaustion or 

minor injury тау result if 
you try to do too much. You wil have 
an unrealistic view of your financial 
situation 


TER LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
| enhance your popularity. A 
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DOWN 
1 Lead players 
2 Lowest dock. 
З Көөр an oye 


on 

4 "Malcam X* 
director 

5 Lurch and 
swore 

6 Pub orders 
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new romantic partner will 
appear. Participate in group events that 
allow you to show your talents. 
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SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
e Dec. 21): Someone is 
watching you wi 


By Eugene R. Putfenberger 


Houston, TX 


7 Bath powder. 
в Arabian prince 
9 Memory’ 

method 

10 Sishooter 
ШЕЛ 
12 Malo heir 
13 Attempt 

21 Novelist 

Murdoch 

22 Flushing 

stadium 

25 Broadcast 

26 Fightoss 

Soun 
American birds 

27 Mem good 

29 Voided 

30 Sweetener 

31 О manuscript 

symbols 


Peppard series, 
with "Tha" 

эб Long look 

39 Gool up 

40 Of brimstone 


PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWE 
T Ao 


Keep your eyes peeled for 
romantic possibilities. Become 
involved in worthwhile groups that 
don't cost too much. 


(5 CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19): Your best efforts 
LS] wil come through 

organizational work. New, 
exciting friendships or relationships 
will develop through these events. 
Someone at home who's not included 
‘may cause problems. 
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AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18): If you are 
prepared to take a risk, you 
may make financial gains. 
‘This isa great day to get out and enjoy 
ап entertaining evening with friends or 
lovers. 


[ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 


Hm 


i 
| 


l Tegerding children may be 

upsetting. Steer clear of 
individuals inclined to overindulge. It 
is wiser to offer advice than cash as a 
solution to problems, 


Birthday Baby: You are loving, loyal 
and lighthearted. You have everyone's 
best interests at heart and will.do 
‘whatever you can to make things better. 
You are dedicated, a bit secretive and 
very clever. 


PESHTERDAY MILLIE 
BOUGHT ME A NEW TO? 


AND T LOVED IT! 
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HI AND LOIS 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


Now You COULD SHWISH A DAY OLDER, 
IT ALL DAY AND I A DAY WISER. 
COULDN'T CARE LESS. 


10 !TE CAR WASH ONLY ISNT THE SATISFACTION OF 


CHARGES ФЬ. 


s: 3 
THING? fe 


LOVEKNOTS 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


MELANIE, ЈАЈА, MATUTO TAYONG 
NAGPATRLAD SA MGA NAGKASALA 
SR РТЫ AT HUMING! NG THORD SA 
NAGAWA NATING KASALANAN 


КАЖ, PATAWARIN NYO AKO PIT PUAGBIBINTANGAN MO BA Aka? 
Kayo NANI PWATATAWAD | | (ока AKONG NAGAWAIG кая- 
Ko SA MGA NAGAWA КВС, LANAN SA o, HAY [жо 


fune, mo Akane 
КООШ 


BY PAPU & TATUM MILAMBILING 
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GO layering with wrap top over a chemise and checkered pants. Or get а bold pink shirt over a light pink tank and sheer 


white bottom. 


CLOTHES FROM BAYO 


Beyond the prettiness of pink 


a 


The pretty 
color can 
define its 
own 
conventions 
and go 


bold 


By CAMILLE T. CRUZ 
PHOTOS BY CHITO VECINA 
PICTORIAL DIRECTION BY ALBERT AVELLANA 
REMEMBER pink. 
There was that rich, hot and 
sugary scent of cotton candy in 
school. There were also the tubes and 
tubes of lipstick in matte or glossy 
shades. Also bubble gum. 

The world of pink was first found in 
the nursery. It resembled the sweet 
softness of a baby. It spelled comfort. 

Today, pink can stand alone or in 
perfect harmony with another color. It 
can stand in; аі bsckgronnd like 
white. 

White can be paired with black or 
khaki, sometimes to predictable 
lengths. An alternative is pink. 

Pink can be worn in all shades. Hot 
pink can combine nicely with white. 

Metallic baby pink is an alternative 
to matte pink. 

Pink and white are rich with 
possibilities. If you are going for a 
casual and sporty look, you may want 
to go cotton on top and bottom. A 
white knit top can be paired off with 
printed pink gingham cigarette pants. 
When you want to go conservative and 
chic, a pink round-neck T-shirt worn 
under a hot pink jacket paired off with 
a white skirt and ribbon accent is 
sophisticated and stylish. 

For those who care to be slightly 
different, a little detail makes 
simplicity work wonders. For example, 
a shirt in a striped pink and white 
printed fabric becomes edgy with an 
overlapping belted string detail. Too 
pretty? You may go for a knee-length 
metallic powder pink skirt to introduce 
a little flirtation to the look. 

You can move away from the baby 
world of pink. After all, it is not about 
looking pretty all the time. 


Call the Regroe Company 


817-33-03 


Psst, Pepito! 


Pe-pito na lang ba'ng buhok mo? Bago pa mabawasan, tawag na! 


Is he a zed 


ora 


love 
loser? 


zed 
Horoscope pius, 


Find out what's in store for your love life with zed horoscope plus. Use your 
cell phone to get a daily love horoscope or personal zodiac sign logo at the 
touch of a button. You can also check out career tips (keyword: CH <SIGN>), 
our daily survival guide for teens (keyword: TH <SIGN>) plus advice with girl 
power (keyword: FH <SIGN>) or a macho kick (keyword: MH «SIGN»). 
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DON'T BE 
A JOKE 
FOREVER! 


Arabohok. Pepito. 


Have you ever been called опе 
of these hurtful taunts? Leave it 
to the Pinoy to come up with 
funny јесте. These nicknames, 
though often said in jest, are 
thing but funny. Losing one's 

is never funny. 


If you're 25 and up, male, 
exposed to stress, harsh 
chemicals and unbalanced diet, 
you are bound to lose hair. 
Anyone of these can trigger 
falling hair, which if not 
immediately arrested, can lead. 
to irreversible baldness. Many 
so-called remedies have come 
out in the market claiming 
wonders and magic to bring 
back your hair. Unfortunately, 
most of them just don't work. 
Some can even cause harmful 
side effects. 


Good thing there are 
scientificelly-tested and highly- 
effective hair growth formula 
like Minoxidil Regroe. Regroe 
is a result of years of study in the 
U.S. and is one of the few 
medications that has proven 
efficacy. 80% of users have 
grown their hair back in 6 
months. Some start to grow their 
hair back in as early as two 
months. For some, falling hair 
stops at the first month of use. 
At two months, new hair starts 
to grow. At 6 months, all lost 
hair will have been recovered. 


Arabohok? AGA nalagas? 
Don't be а joke forever. Do 
something about your hair loss 
before it's too late - call the 
Regroe Hotline at 817-3303. 
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There's MORE to EXPLORE 


THIS woman has done what тапу could only 
dream of—she gave Miriam Santiago a piece of 
her mind, in public. Walked up to the honorable 
public servant one fine weekend in a new price 
club and to her face, told her what she thought of 
her performance—the stuff you only read about 
in text messages until then. Weekend shopping 
had never been this gratifying. Her chance en- 
counter went around in 
the e-mail. I chuckled 
when I was reading it 
but never thought it 
was for real until 1 met 
this thirtysomething 
‘woman at one lunch- 
eon. 

Dr. Weewee Parto- 
за wrote in her e-mail, 
and.l excerpt: "T 
brought my kids shop- 
ping and who should I 
see but Miriam Defen- 
sor Santiago. I had a 
T — — — — fewthingsto say to her 
sotogether with my kids (ages 7, 2 and 7 months) 
Iapproached her and introduced my firstborn. 1 
сап almost quote myself verbatim because I had, 
for so long, dreamed of this moment. 

“Т said in tones only she could have heard as 
didn’t want to embarrass her: 

“Me: ‘Senator Santiago, this is my son Luis. I 
am teaching him to disagree agreeably and there 
аге a number of things you've done and said as 
senator that we disagree with, that we feel are 
shameful and shameless and have done our coun- 
try so much damage." 

“MDS: "You're sooo mean! Here T was having 
a nice day and you attacked me!” (She was scream- 
ing her lungs out.) 

“Me: ‘I didn’t attack you. You are a public 
servant and I am entitled to this." 

“MDS: "You don't even know me personally! 
"You're so mean!" 

“Me: ‘Well, that's it precisely. This is nothing 
personal... This is my take on you as senator." 

"After another round of non sequiturs I just 

For the sake of our country, I hope you 
lose.’ A scream a mile long. I was pretty cool at 
the time as my sons were watching, but what got 
to me was as soon as I turned around, there was 
‘Miriam's bodyguard who very menacingly asked 
me what I had done. I said, ‘Ang karapatan ko.” 

Then Dr. Partosa went on to recount how she 
Stood up to the bodyguards. 

з Poor (ex) senator, a victim of one citizen’s 
‘fmean-ness.” 

But as Dr. Partosa explained at the end of the 
story— "And why is it they feel entitled to have 
a nice day in the grocery, without fear of harass- 

ment from the very people they screw around 
‘over and over? What does it say about us as a 
people that after playing a major role in the de- 
struction of our nation, Imelda Marcos can have 
her quiet cup of coffee at Starbucks without fear 
of rebuke from the very people she stole from 
over and over, too?... If Tony Blair gets an egg 
thrown at him for some piddling thing he did, and 
gamely, graciously accepts it is because he un- 
derstands quite clearly the concept of PUBLIC 
SERVANT, I don’t see why Miriam and her ilk 
who do definite and deep damage feel they are 
above public censure.” 

Му answer to Dr. Partosa is—we don’t throw 
eggs at people; Pinoys use eggs to make leche 
«flan, but not as missiles. In the first place, eggs 
‘are beyond the average Filipino's means. 

Second, we are a "nice" people, our inhibition 
and forced civility take precedence over our an- 
‘ger and disgust. Our forbearance has a way of 
always turning into "doormat-ism." 

But then once in a rare while, you find the 
;likes of a Dr. Partosa among our "nice" people, 
"with the guts to be brutally frank and assertive— 

їп public. Napuno rin, in short. 

‘As Dr. Partosa told our group over lunch, it 
was her way of teaching her kids—young as 
they are—to speak their minds out before an 
elected official. Many can only hyperventilate 
their disgust in coffeeshops, some write letters 
to the editor; well, Dr. Partosa always has the 
good luck of finding herself in the same public 
Space. as an elected official—and to hear her 
sisters recount it, she certainly doesn't pass up 
her chance. Even as a student at Miriam College, 
«she shouted down the guest speaker—Juan 
Ponce Enrile. 

In one PMA réunion (her husband is a 
РМАег), she was dying to bring a placard but 
since she was told placards were a no-no, espe- 
cially if they were carried by wives, she just 
prayed that she would be in a good distance 
away from the guest of honor, Gringo Honasan. 
So even with bad eyesight, she spotted him in 
the distinguished crowd and proceeded to do 
her aci—she booed—a conspicuous act по 
doubt among demure wives. To his credit, Gringo 
only smiled at her. 

One Sunday lunch at a Chinese restaurant, 


Thelma Sioson 
San Juan 


ононе, 


She socked it to ‘ет 


FRIDAY; 
JULY 27, 200 


Our forbearance has a way of turning into ‘doormat-ism.’ 
But once in a while, you come across this woman 
who did what many of us could only dream of 
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Program counsels troubled teens ‚_ | Rates pour down 
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ibang panlaba, 
yun pala, 
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BAYER Philippines and Luntiang 
Pilipinas have embarked on a joint 
project in search of the Bayer Young 
Environmental Envoys. The search 
sis one more project undertaken by 
corporations to get young Filipi- 
nos—in fact, young people every- 
where—to be more concemed about 
the environment. 

The local search has the coope- 
ration of the Commission on Higher 
Education (CHED) for the parti 
pants, Filipino college students, 
ages 18-24, are required to be enrolled 
ina CHED-recognized college or uni- 
versity. Submission of applications 
ends July 30. 

The search begins with an essay 
contest on the theme, “My Personal 
Contribution to the Enviroament 
and How It Has Made a Differenc: 
їп not more than 500 words. The 
contest will be conducted in four 
regional divisions—Metro Manila, 


Colloquium 
on new 
media 


at UST 


THEDEPARTMENT 
of Communication 
Arts and Journalism. 
of the University of 
Santo Tomas will 
hold а colloquium on 


Search for young eco-warriors ongoing 


Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. 

‘The top 10 scorers from each re- 
gion will enter the semifinal round, 
and be interviewed in their region 
by a panel of judges. Out of the total 
40 contestants, the top four scorers 
from each region, 16 in all, will be 
declared Bayer Young Environmen- 
tal Envoys, automatically entitling 
them to membership in the prestig- 
ious Bayer Young Environmental 
Envoys Club. 

Eco-camp 

As club members, they will have 
the opportunity to participate in a 
three-day eco-camp and live-in 
seminar workshop where they will 
undergo comprehensive training on 
all aspects of environmental pro- 
tection. 

‘The eco-camp is another aspect 
of the contest, for at the end of it, 
another set of judges will select the 
top seven who will go on an educa- 


Gaskell Nuyda 


tional trip to Germany, which is not 
only the headquarters of host 
company Bayer (considered the 
biggest chemical and health corpo- 
zation worldwide), but also a country 
well-known for its highly developed 
environmental practices. 

The trip to Germany, which is 
scheduled for Oct. 13-19, provides 
further training for youth leaders in 
exploring solutions to environmen- 
tal problems. The “young envoys” 
get the chance to exchange views 
оп the environment with youths 
from both the host and participating 


countries. They also get an oppor- 
tunity to observe firsthand environ- 
mentally sound technologies as ap- 
plied in Germany. 
Origin of the search 

‘The Search for Young Environ- 
mental Envoys originated in Thai- 
land in 1995, initiated by an asso- 
ciation of Thai environmentalists 
and a group of companies operating 
in that country. In 1997, the UNEP’s 
(United Nations Environmental 
Program) regional office for Asia 
and the Pacific adopted the project 
and provided overall supervision 
in its implementation. With the 
success of that first search, the 
project was expanded to the 
international level, and now in- 
cludes youth leaders from Singa- 
pore and Malaysia. 

Project sponsors 

According to Dorothy Claro, 
Bayer Philippines representative, 
Bayer has practiced environmental 


The 


choicest 
rewards 
program 


awareness as early as 1901 when it 
established the Wastewater 
‘Commission at company headquar- 
ters in Leverkusen, Germany. It 
subsequently became one of the 
leaders of the worldwide initiative 
called “Responsible Care,” its contri- 
bution to sustainable development. 
Today, according to Claro, Bayer's 
environmental involvement has 
become a corporate commitment 
shared by its 120400 employees 
around the world. 

Luntiang Pilipinas, or Green Phil- 
ippines, is a nationwide urban for- 
estry program that promotes envi 
ronmental awareness among Fili 
nos. It works as a catalyst in envi 
ronmental protection and preserva- 
tion through a corps of eco-warriors 
of all ages, but especially the youth. 
Sen. Loren Legarda Leviste is 
honorary chair of the program. 

For more details on the Bayer 


search, contact Bayer Philippines 
Inc., Bayer House, P.O. Box 4600 
Manila, or Canlubang Industrial Es- 
tate, Laguna 40281. Also contact 
Luntiang Pilipinas, c/o Frances 
Amper, tel. 892-8640. 

Cathay Pacific goes ahead 
with South African prize trip 
‘THE FOUR young Filipinos (ages 
16-18) who won the four top slots in 
Cathay Pacific Airlines’ environ- 
mental essay contest are leaving for 
the Rustenburg Wilderness Experi- 
ence in South Africa on Aug. 15. 
The trip was rescheduled from its 
original date, July 15, due to changes 
in flight schedules. 

The four young Filipinos wil 
40 other Asian students in 


Rustenburg for hands-on lessons 
оп the care and appreciation of the 
environment. The Filipinos are 
Alfonso Tomas Araullo, Christine 
Anievas, Ma. Angela G. Zafra and 
Tara Cantones. 


> HOME THEATER SHOWCASE KITCHEN SHOWCASE. : 
"New Information аат 9) EA GERMANIA GAS RANGE OVEN for our MEYER POTS AND PANS 
and Communication ` COLOR TELEVISION * WHIRLPOOL MICROWAVE OVEN ‘THERMOS JUGS AND COOLERS, 
Technologies: Impli- ^ *JVCDVD PLAYER * KRUPS WAFFLE MAKER S 
cations to Liberal ‘JVC TOWER SPEAKER SYSTEM + KRUPS COFFEE MAKER WIMPEX KITCHEN GADGETS 
Ане Education” on "YGA RECEIVER | MOULINEX BLENDS choices : 
Шу 2 aS mat ‘ENTERTAINMENT ORGANIZER -MOULINEX HANDMIXER 

idus eid ME-OFFICE SHOW + MOULINEX CORDLESS KETTLE 
the audio-visualroom НОМЕОРРІСЕ ЗНОМСАУЫ S MOULINEX TOASTER ! 
of the Faculty of COMPUTOR. + MOULINEX FOOD PROCESSOR H 
Arts and Letters, St. EPSON INKJET COLOR PRINTER * NATIONAL PERSONAL 

б REFRIGERATOR 1.51 e, m. (52 Cu. t) 

Raymund of + CLERICAL CHAIR - 
Penafort Building, * COMPUTER TABLE ‘+ MEYER S/S S PC. COOKWARE SET 
UST campus,  , WITH KEYBOARD 


España, Manila. 

Papers to be read 
are "Feasibility of an 
Online Course in 
Communication" · 
(Prof, Jeremiah Opi- 
niano); "Controlling 
the Content of Me- 
dia: Gender Верге- 
sentation in STD 
Ads" (Prof. Aurora 
Tuble); "The Philip- 
pines’ Infocomm Fu- 
ture: Implications to 
Higher Education” 
(Prof. Joyce 
Arriola); and “Old and 
New Media Ethics” 
(Prof. Joselito Zulue- 
ta). 

Moderating the 
colloquium are Pro- 
fessors Jose Arsenio 
Salandanan and 
Cesar Orsal. Arts 
and Letters Dean Dr. 
Armando de Jesus 
will give his remarks. 

Founded in 1936, 
the Department of 
Communication Arts 
and Journalism of the 
Faculty of Arts and 
Letters is the oldest 
existing school for 
journalism and com- 
munication arts in the 
Philippines. Many of 
the country’s leading 
print and media jour- 
nalists, creative writ- 
ers, advertising and 
public relations prac- 
titioners and commu- 
nication educators 
have come from the 
school. 


Review 
classes set 


THE PHILIPPINE 
Association оѓ 
Teachers of Library 
Science (PATLS) will 
hold review classes 
for librarians from 
Aug. 5 to Oct. 14, at 
the UST Graduate 
School every Sunday, 
8 am-5 p.m. 

Distinguished ex- 
perts have been 
tapped to give inten- 
sive review lectures. 
Call 731-3034/3101, 
local 8343, 521-1970, 
524-9740 and 735- 
85-08. 


ESTAL DRAWER 


10 NOKIA 6210 CELLULAR PHONES (Open Line) ^ 
10 NATIONAL BUDDY REFRIGERATOR 
0.91 cu. m. (3 Cu. ft) 
* 10 KODAK F600 ADVANTIX CAMERAS 
+ 10 SONY 35.56 cm, (14") COLOR TVs 
* 10 NATIONAL WASHING 
MACHINES (4.5 Kg.) 
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ОШ ТАЙТ PRIZES 


Earn Raffle Entries 
and Reward Points 
for a P200 minimum purchase 
of Monterey products 
from your favorite 
Neighborhood Meatshop. 


MECHANICS: 


. To oin, customers of participating Monterey Neighborhood Meatshops (NMS) 
must submi their application form for the Monterey Prime Rewards program 
and make а minimum single purchase о! P200.00 worth of meal products. 
Customers wha quality for membership wil be given a membership card and 
rewards catalog. 

For every P200 purchase, members earn one (1] гае entry. Members also 
sam one (1) reward point for every P10, provided they make a minimum single 
purchase of P200. 

. All purchases made by members from July 27, 2001 to December 31, 2001 will 
‘eam ratte entes and reward points. 

То earn гае entries and reward points, members must present their card , 
avery time they make a purchase. The Monterey NMS cashier swipes the card 
on the Electronic Data Capture (EDC) terminal. The EDC terminal system wil 
generaio the assigned raffle numbers and calculate reward points the member 
fas amed. 


И fe member does nol have his card upon purchase, he may avail o his 
ports by binging hs card and oficial, recep during his next vist to tho 
[od 
Members may inquire atout he number ol табе entries and reward points they 
fave esed at their selected Monterey NMS. 

The winning entres wil bo drawn electronically. The draw wil be on January 
18: 2002 ei Monterey offee located atthe 23rd Toor, San Miguel Properties 
Genter Biag. St Francs Sreet, Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong CY, at 400 
Pm ADTI fepresentave wi be invited to wines te draw 
Patte draw winners wil be notified through registered mal 
‘Amembar can win only once in the ratla draw. ! а nama is drawn more han 
ance, hehe gets the Bigger prize. 

AI Grand Rafe Prizes тау be ciaimed from Montereys office located atthe 
ard foor, Sen Miguel Properties Cantar Blog, St. Francis бтен, Origas 
Carter, Mandaluyong Ciy. Consolation Prizes can be redeemed at the 
Soested Monterey Neghborhood Meatshop. " 
Redemption period for rafle prizes is within 60 days (tom receipt of notification. 
Dameg przes ater the 60-day репо wil e оллоо wih pror ОТ! 
approva. [e 20% tr In excess ci F 10.000 lor тате przos wil be paid by 
Mórierey Foods Corporation: Ай przes are not convertible о cash. 

Member may redeem reward prizes contained inthe rewards eghag in 
‘change for the reward points they have ard anytime during the 
Bromotór peed or unt 60 days after the Toi эз they have 


Bccumuiated sufficient reward points forthe reward V their choice. Member is 
required to bring their Valid ID and registered тай nBtiication. 

то redeem their reward prizes, members must pldce their orders al thelr 
selected Monterey NMS oulits only through tno EDE terminals. 

Reirerd points earned wil be credited to each members account 24 hours after 
each Thus, only previous lance can be used for 
‘edemption and the next request can be done 48 hdlrs afler the last request. 
Members choose the reward of their choice from the rewards selection and 
take note of the reward code. Members give their rhembership card and 
reward code of the rewards they have chosen to the NMS cashier who wil 
Ges them in encoding thelr request at the EDC terminal. 

. Large reward prizes wil be dellvered to the member's address within 30 days 
from fate. For small reward items, the reward wil be delivered to the. 
members selected NMS ош! on a specified date. Members- or thelr duly 
descpeted representatives must present a Valid ID upon delivery of reward 
prizes and sign on the delivery receipt. © 
Employees of Monterey Foods Corporation, Meatshop franchisees and. 
‘employees, its incentive marketing agency, advertising agency, Including heir 
Tolatives up to second degree of consanguinity or afiinity are diaquatiie fr 
the гае draw. However, ney may quali fo ear reward points and redeem, 
“т. 
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PRINCIPAL sponsors Sen. Tito 
Sotto and Virgie Ramos 


VIC Sotto and Ester Barbin 
PHOTOS: ANDY PAREDES. 


2343 FACE IT 


FACIAL SALON 


Services Offered: 
FAON W/ LASER АСАМ w/ re Cheep ЕРТ) 
FACIAL SEGEED MASK w/ Ree Оду р 33000 | 
WARTS TREATMENT 180 | 
& Others- SKIN PEEL/FOOT SPA/ POWER PEEL 


ЕЕ OI. SERVICES & BEAUTV PRODUCTS 


Homes Paraan 6250008 ө SU CITY PAMPANGA (035) 9612150. "SM SOUTHALL 1807271 
зы MEGAMALL 0305S = SMITY NORTA EDSA КСЕ. *SMCTY MAMLA/ 5275800 
TSM OTY FAIRVIEW 052575  *SM CITY BACOOR (pi 9700322 
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She socked it to 


(From page ET) 


she again found her mark—Imelda 
Marcos was at the next table. “Oh 
10," her sister recalled the clifMhang- 
er. “We knew that if we stopped 
Weewee, the more she'd be chal- 
lenged." So they just held their 
breath—which wasn't long for soon 
Imelda was walking by their 
т. Partosa grabbed her chance 
and told Imelda that she should have 
been ashamed of what she'd done 
1o the people 
Indeed this woman has a good 
track record, so good luck to the 
bad-news-making ларо who'd find 


him—or herself in the same room. 


waiting to happen. 


confront, we beso-beso at cocktails. 


(Of course, Miriam et al are a has- 
been; others have taken over their 
slots n our Public Annoyance List.) 

Perhaps given the brazenness 
and smugness of our elected offi- 
cials, Dr. Partosa is a phenomenon 


We're good at attending rallies 
ог staging a People Power, but 
brought face to face with our abus- 
ers, we tum into a meek people ever 
conscious of social graces. We are 
not one for confrontation. We don't 


We wait until their backs are turned 


Painting Exhibit 


July 19-August 3, 2001 
Bulwagang\Juan Luna (Main Gallery) 
Cultural Center of the Philippines 


of their imagination. 


A 


S Cuururat CentER 
or THe PriuipPines 


wiwvenoklasla.com 


Open for your viewing pleasure 
Nokia Arts Awards-Asia Pacific 


Nokia unveils the masterpieces of Asia Pacific's young visionaries, 
Inspired by the theme "Playground of Your Imagination", the exhibit features 
the Grand Prize awardee from the Philippines as well as last year's finalists, 


"Come and let's celebrate the youth's creative spirit through the playgrounds 


ARTS AWARDS - ASIA PACIFIC 2000 
Playground of Your Imagination 


FORMER President Fidel Ramos and 


Ching Cruz 
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—or worse, when they're safely out 
of the country. 

But then again, it's a surprise that 
once in a blue moon, we produce 
the likes of Dr. Partosa who can 
cross the civility line at social occa- 
sions, and speak out her vote. Can 
‘you imagine if there are many peo- 
ple like her around? Our trapos and 
their wives and mistresses will not 
be able to go malling in peace, and 
just might be forced to do their shop- 
ping in exile, leaving us "low lifes” 
(what “species” were we called?) to 
Tun the country the way it should 
be. Can you imagine the trapo mis- 
tress doing her abs in the gym to the 
collective count of “1-2-3 nakaw 
ang pinang-liposuction mo!"? 

If the high-flying thieves, smug- 
glers and kidnappers in our midst 
"weren't allowed to lead their social 
existence in high glamour and civility, 
like they are now, we'd be ruining 
their (stolen) lifestyles. And spoiling 
their lifestyles just might leave some 
hope for our damaged culture. Then 
perhaps we'd be seeing the exodus of 
this unwanted species, instead of the 
resurgent migration to the US and 
Canada of young talented profession- 
als and the productive middle-class, 
which we are seeing now. 

Given how our patience is being 
tried, the uncivil tribe of Dr. Partosa 
may just increase. About time. 

Butterflies in a wedding 
I'VE seen all sorts of wedding set- 
ting, but this was the first time I saw 
one filled with butterflies. Not in the 
stomachs of the betrothed couple but 
‘out fluttering in the ballroom, in the 
gossamer canopy at the reception 
entrance, or caged in the table cen- 
terpiece. 

Metro magazine writer Penny 
Daza and Mike Tuviera had this 
beautiful idea to let beautiful butter- 
flies loose in their wedding. The 
young couple was inspired by an 
American legend that butterflies sig- 
nify the granting of a wish. In the 
young couple's case, it was a wish 
for happiness and bliss. 

Penny and Mike got married on 
July 7 at St. James Church in Ayala 
Alabang in a setting that was most 
creative, if not dramatic. Thank their 
background for that. The pair loves. 
books and films. Penny's the young- 
est of media celeb Jullie Yap and 


THE YOUNG couple with Penny's parents, Jullie Yap and Tito Daza 
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PENNY and Mike Tuviera 


Tito Рага; Mike's the son of Tony 
and Madeleine, whose outfit pro- 
duces "Eat Bulaga." 

Combine Mike's love of filmmaking 
(he's entering New York University 
to study just that) with the logistics of 
the family's production outfit, and you 
have a sustained sense of drama— 
from the day he proposed to her in 
‘Subic tothe time they made their vows. 
Under the tres in Subic, Mike went 
down on his knees and asked Penny 
to marry him, the words "Will you 
marry me?” scrawled with flowers on. 
the ground. These trees were em- 
bossed on their wedding invitation, 

At the reception at the Alabang 
Country Club, the cast reenacted 
the scene, in the trademark "Eat Bu- 
laga" hilarious style. 

Regine Velasquez led the enter- 
tainment at the reception. 

It was the first time 1 saw Penny 
in a skirt—a gown with a long train 
at that, designed by Michele Sison. 
It was also the first time I saw a 
mother of the bride wear a suit. Jullie 
was in a dainty softly tailored off- 
white suit by Mike de la Rosa, with 
only a brush of glitter on her shirt. 
Jullie was so happy but we didn't 
see her ery. "How could I, when she 
(Penny) is so happy?" Jullie was 
telling her close friends Josie Pasri- 
‘cha, Cristina Pantoja Hidalgo, Es- 
Tito and Maryann Sal- 


It was the bride's sister, Pat-P 
Daza Planas, who cried buckets as 
she toasted the newlyweds, and it 
‘wasn't postnatal depression (Pat-P 
just gave birth to Gabbie, short for 
Gabrielle, not for Gabby, her boss" 
name); she was just so touched that 
her baby sister, ever independent 
that she had been, was now really at 
the threshold of a new life. 

Tt was a power list of sponsors— 
Fidel Ramos, Fred Lim, Emilio Yap, 
Lucio Tan, Tito Sotto, Virgie Ramos, 
Ching Cruz, Sharon Cuneta, among 
them. OF course, Vie Sotto, Tirso 
Cruz, Gina Alajar were inthe lineup. 
All choices of the couple themselves. 

In a few months, we'll be losing 
our young feisty, versatile writer, as 
she joins her husband in his stud- 
ies. A butterfly with the world as her 
cocoon. 


E-mail the author at tsanjuan 
@link.com.ph 


